¥ NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR
19 DHC 5 R

WARE COUNTY

THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR,
Plaintiff, CONSENT ORDER
STAY OF SUSPENSION
Vs
J. BRANDON GRAFAM, Attormeay,

Defoudiant,

Thig wntter wag considered by a Hearing Panel of the Digeiplinary Hearing Comimigsion
(“DHC) composed of Allizon C. Tomberlin, Chalr, Maya Madura Engle, and Ronald C.
Bringon. Pladotiil was represeated by Toshna Welthall and Cameron Lee, Defondant, J.
Brandon Orahaim (heteinafier “Ciaham” or “Defondant™), waa represented by Alan M,
Sohmeidesr, This matior 39 before the DEHC upon pattilon by Graham for a siay of the remainder of
the suspension imponed in the Order of Diigcipline in this onse, Baved on Graham’s petition and
with the congent of the paciiey, e Heavlng Panel horsby finds by cleat, cogent and convineing
svidencs the following

FINDINGS OF BACT

i, Plaiadiff, the Nowth Caroling Sinte Bar, (“State Bar™) i a body duly
organized under the laws of Nosth Cavoling and is the propet party to bring this procesding
under the authority gianted 1t in Chapler 84 of the General Statutes of North Caroling, and
the Rules and Repulations of the MNorth Cgeollag State Bar (Chapter 1 of Title 27 of the
Weith Caroling Adininisivative Code).

2. Defendant, James Brandoo Grabanm, (“Defendant) was admitted to the
Nosth Cacoling State Bar in 2002, and s, rod was at all timen mnaterial hereto, an attornsy
Heensed to pructles ia Noxth, Caroling, subject to the laws of the State of Noith Carolina,
the Rules and Regolatioos of the Sinte Bar, and the Rules of Professional Conduoct,

3 Bifective March 30, 2020, Gubnm was suspended from the practice
of law for a period of five years in NCHE v, Grahaim, 19 DHC 5, 'The order sisted that the




Graham ghall be given otedit againgt thiy period of snspension for the tine he hag besn
tuspended from the praciics of law sinee the ety of the Consent Order of Tntetim
Suspension an 22 Apidl 2019, The Order further provided that, afler 22 Apiil 2020, Graham
may apply for a stay of the remaining pariod by filing a motion with the Clek of the
Meciplinary Hearing Commigsion as provided it 27 N.C, Admin, Code 18 ,0118(c) and
upon showing coinplisnce with the conditions siated in the Ogder of Discipline.

4, On Seplomber 25, 2020, Graham filed a petition requesting a stay of the
reragining postion of his active suspension and seekiog relnstatament to active statug
subject to the eontinniog conditions set foith In the Owder of Discipline.

3. I hdg peiition, Grobana stated fhat bo liag satisfied the conditions in the
Opder of Discipling for o stay of the vemaining peviod of lis suspension,

G, Adfter cunducting an investigation of s requirements set out in 27
N.CLAC, 1B 0125(b) and the conditions of the Order of Disclpline, Covnsel for the

Moath Carolina State Bue dues not objeot to the petition for stay of the remaiaing part of
the suspsasion,

Baned npon the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Hearlog Panel imakes the following

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. All the pacties ave propecly before the Hearing Panel aud the Paoel has
jurigdiction over Defondant and the mbject matter of this proceeding,

Z, Ciraham has satisfied the conditions in the Order of Discipline for a stay of
his suspeusion aod relinsiatement to aciive status, subject to the continning conditions set
forth in the Ovder of Digelpline,

3. Gieham’s reingiatement to aciive staiug should be conditioned vpon
continued eommpliancs with the condlilons and requitements in the Order of Disclpline.

Baged wpon the foregoing Pladings of Faot sod Conclusions of Law, the Heading
Panel enters the following;

ORDER
1. The remainder of the suepension of Grahaim’s law license is stayed and Giabawn is
reinsinted o the active practics of law e of the dete of this Onder.

3, The stay of the reinaining suspension {8 sabjoct to the terime, condifions, and
requirements sef forth in the Oxder of Discipline, which iy attached hereto and hereby
incorporpicd by reforence.,




3. The Digciplinaty Heating Commisslon will retain jurisdiction of this matter pursuant
to 27 W.C. Adinin. Code 18 Seo, ,0114(x) of the North Caroling State Bar Discipline and
Diigabilliy Rules throughout the period of the siayed suspeasion,

Signed by the Chair with the congeit of the other heating panel members, this the
S dayof ‘Dctnbes , 2020

Aligon €., Aﬁ%be&'lim, Clnir
Dineiplinary Hoaring Panel
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