
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

WAKE COUNTY 

THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR, 

Plaintiff 

v. CONSENT ORDER 
ADA L, MASON, Attorney, 

Defendant 

THIS MATTER came before a hearing pfiD.el of the Disciplinary Hearing Commission 
composed of Donald C. Prentiss. Chair. Stephanie N. Dms. and Tyler B. Morris. Mary D. 
Winstead represented Plaintiff. the North ClU'olina State Bar, Defendant, Ada L. Mason. was 
represented by Billy J. Strickland. II. Mason waives a formal hearing of this m.atter, and the. 
parties agree to the fmdings of fact and. conclusions of law recited in this consent order. The 
parnes conse))] to the discipline imposed by this order. By consenting to this order, Mason 
knowingly, freely~ and voluntarily waives her right to appeal this consent order or to 'Challenge in 
any way the sufficiency of the findings. 

Based upon the foregoing, and with consent of the parties. this Hearing Panel hereby frods 
by clem', cogent, and convincing evidence the following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
'~~;:---':"'E3~_~~_&_:J 

1. Plaintiff, the North Carolina State Bar. ("State Bar', is Ii body duly organized 
under the laws of North Carolina and is the proper party to bring this proceeding under the 
authority granted it in Chapter 84 of the General Statutes ofNm:th Carolina. and the Rules and 
Regulations of the North Carolina State Bar (Chapter 1 of Title 27 of the' North Carolina 
Administrative Code). 

2. Defendant;. Ada L. Mason, ('"DefendrultU) was admitted to the North Carolina 
State Bar in 1998~ and is, and was at all times material hereto, an attorney licensed to practice in 
North Carolina, subject to the laws of the State of North Carol~ the Rules and Regulations of 
the State Bar, and the Rules of Professional Conduct. 

3. On October 9,2013. the Superior Cou:rt suspended Mason's license to practice 
law. 

4. Prior to October 9. 2013. Mason was engaged in the px'aCtice oflaw in the State of 
North Carolina and maintained a law office in Goldsboro, Wayne County, North Carolina. 
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5. On or about February 25,2013, Mason committed and was charged with the 
felony of possession of a controlled substance in a jail and the misdemeanor of possession of 
drug paraphemalia, Wayne County file number 13 CR 50895 mld the misdemeanor ofbreWcing 
or entering, Wayne County file nmllber 13 CR 50894. 

6. On or about December 12.2016, Mason pled guilty pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 
90=96 to felony possession of a Schedule II controlled substance~ methamphetamine, (16 CRS 
0(1410) felonypossessioo ofa controlled substance in ajail (13 CRS 5(895), and misdemeanor 
possession of drug paraphernalia (13 eRS ,5(895) 1; the breaking or entering cna.rge was 
dismissed. 

7. The crim.es to which Defendant pled guilty are crim.inal offenses showing 
professional unfitness as defined in 27 N.C. Admin. Code IBJH03(17). 

Based upon the consent of the parties &lnd the foregoilig stipulated Findings of Fact, the Hearing 
Panel e:ntezs the following: 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. . All parties are properly before the Hearing Panel and the Panel has jurisdiction 
over Defe-ddant and the subject matter of this proceeding. 

2. Defendant's conduct, as set forth in the Findings of Fact above. constitutes grounds 
for discipline as follows: 

(a) By pleading guilty to felony possession of a Schedule II oontrolled substance. 
methamphetamine (16 CRS 0(1410). felony possession ofa controlled substance in ajail 
(15 eRS 5(895), and misdemeanor possession of drug paraphernalia (IS CRS 5(895). 
Defendant has tendered a plea of guilty to a criminal offense showing professional 
unfitness in violation of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 84-28(b)(1), 

(b): By possessing a Schedule n controlled substance in violation efN.C. Gen. Stat. §90-
95, possessing drug paraphernalia in violation efN.C. Oen. Stat § 90-113.22. and 
possessing a controlled substance in jail in violation of N.C. Gen. Stat § 90m95(e)(9), 
Defendant engaged in criminal acts that reflect adversely on her honesty. trustworthiness, 
or fitness as a lawyer in violation of Rule of Professional Conduct 8.4(b) and is subject to 
discipline pursuant to N.C. Gen, Stat. § 84m 28(b)(2). 

Based upon the evidence. the Hearing Panel also finds by clear, cogent;. and convincing 
evidence the following: 

1 Although the Conditional Discharge refll5lcts that the rue m. fur the cbm'ge:s of fi:llony posseemon of a controlled 
suOstlm.lle in 8 jail and misdemelUlOl' possession of drug p!I.Illphe:m.alia was 15 eM 50895, this appears to be !I 
typographiool error. 
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1. Defendant WM licensed to practice law in North Carolina in 1998, 

2. The public expects that attorneys win abide by the law. Defendant disregarded 
her obligation to obey the laws of this State 

3, There was local media coverage ofDe:fendam's arrest which identified her as an 
attorney. Defendant's conduct potentially caused significant harm to the profession, to the 
public's perception of the profession, and to the adm.inistmtion of justice. 

4. Defendant ultimately took responsibility for her actions by pleading guilty to 
felony possession ofmethamphemmine. felony possession of Ii controlled subsmnce in a jml, and 
misdemeanor possession of drug paraphernalia. 

5. Defendant was placed on supervised probation pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90m 

96 for up to 18 months or longer to allow Defendant to enroll in and be accepted into a treatment 
program, 

6. Defendant successfully complied with the terms of the § 90-96 conditional 
discharge. On December 12.2017. Defendant appeared in Wayne County Superior Court at 
whl~h time the charges of felony possession of methamphetamine, felony possession of a 
controlled substance in a jail, and misdemeanor possession of drug paraphernalia were dismissed 
bytheComt. 

7, Defendant received an Adtnonition :in 2009 regarding her representation of one 
client in a traffic matter in which she failed to communicate with the client and the State Bar and 
charged the client an excessive fee by failing to refund the fee when the client handled the matter 
without Defendant's assistance. 

8. Defendant has made significant efforts towards addressing her substance abuse: in 
March 2017, she entered the R.enev.ral Program at Miracle Hin :Ministries and successfully 
completed the six~month residential recovery program for substance abuse; she also completed a 
nine~month Ministry Training Program with M'.ir3.cle Hill Ministries. 

9. Defendant currently resides and is employed in South Carolina. 

10. Defenda.nt has acknowledged that her conduct violated the R.ules of Professional 
Conduct and is remorseful for her actions. 

11. Defendant was suspended from the practice of law by the Superior Court on 
October 9, 2013 and has not practiced law since that time. 

The North Carolina State Bar v. Ada L. Mason, 20 DRC 10 
Consent Order of Discipline 

Page 3 of9 



12. On March 23, 2020, the Senior Resident Superior Court Judge far District 8=B 
entered an order rescinding the October 9,2013 order and placing no ftu1her restrictions on 
Defendant9s law license subject to the f.inal disposition of this DRC matter. 

Based upon the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Additional Findings Regarding 
Discipline, the Heming Panel also enters the fonowing: 

1. The Hewing Panel has carefully considered all the different fonns of discipline 
available to it, including admonitio~ reprimand, cerumre. suspension and disban:nent 

2. The Hearing Panel has carefully considered an the factors enumerated in 21 N.C. 
Admin. Code 18.0116(1)(1) of the Rules and Regulations of the North Carolina State Bar and 
concludes the following factors Me present which wa:rrant suspension of Defendant's lice-'.dSe: 

(8) 

(E) 

(H) 

Intent of Defendant to commit acts where the potential han:n was 
foreseeable; 

Negative impact of Defendant's actions on the public's perception of the 
profession; and 

Negative impact of Defendant's actions on the administration of justice. 

3. The Hearing Panel has considered aU the factors enumerated in 27 N.C.A.C. 18 
§.0l16(f)(2) of the R.ules md Regulations of the North Carolina State Bar and concludes that the 
fonowing disbannent factors are present: 

(0) Commission of a felony. 

4. The presence ofa factor under 27 N.C.A.C. 18 '(H 16(t)(2) requires the Hearing 
Panel to consider disbannent as discipline. The Hearing Panel has consideJ.'ed disbarment and 
concludes that given that Defendants law license has been suspended by the Court far over six 
years. the dmgmrelared nature of the felonious conduct at issue. her successful completion of a 
sDNnonth recovery program for substance abuse. and her interim rehabilitation, disbarment is 
not necessary to protect the pUblic. 

S. The Hearing Panel has considered all the factors enumerated in 21 N.C.A.C. IB 
§.0l16(f)(3) of the Rules md Regulations of the North Carolina State Bar and concludes the 
foHowing factors are applicable in this matter: 

(A) Priar discipliruny offense; 

(0) Multiple offenses; 

(1) Effect of any physical or mental disability or impairment on the conduct in 
question; 

(J) mterim rehabilitation; 
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(K) Full911d free disclosure to the hearing panel and cooperative attitude toward 
the proceedings; 

(P) Defendants remorse; 

(8) Degree of experience in the practice of law; and 

(u) Imposition of other penalties or sel1ctions. 

6. An admonition, reprimand or censure would be insufficient discipline in this case 
because of the gravity of the misconduct at issue and the potential harm to the profession and the 
public. 

7. The public would be adequately protected by a stayed suspension ofDefendam's 
license upon Defendant's compliance with conditions designed to ensure protection of the public 
and continued compliance with the Rules of Professioml Conduct. 

8. For the following reasons, this Hearing Panel find~ that an order imposing 
discipline short of suspension ofDefendant~ s law license would not adequately protect the 
public, the legal profession, or the administration ofjustioo for the following reasons: 

. (a) The factors under 27 N.C.A.C. 1:8 §.0116(£)(1) are ofa nature that support 
imposition of suspension as the appropriate discipline; . 

(b) Entry of an order imposing less serious discipline would fail to acknowledge 
the seriousness of the offenses Defendant committed and would send the 
wrong message to attorneys and the public regm:ding the conduct expected of 
members of the Bar in this State; and, 

(c) A stayed suspension with appropriate conditions will protect the public by 
helping to ensure Defendant's sobriety and compliance with treatment. 

Based upon the foregoing findings of fact !!md conclusions of law and the findings offnct" 
and conclusion regarding discipline~ !!md based upon the consent of the parties, the Hearing Panel 
enters the foUovling: 

ORDER OF DISCIPLINE 

1. Defendant. Ada Mason, is hereby suspended :from the practice of law for three (3) 
years. effective 30 days from service of this order up<>n Defendant. 

2. Defendanf s tbreemyear SllSpension is ordered stayed for five (5) years as 
long as Defendant complies, and continues to comply, during the period of the stay~ with 
each of the following conditions: 

(a) Should Defendant engage in the practice of law in North Caroli.na during 
the period of the stayed suspension, Defendant shall notify the State Bar 
Office of Counsel within thirty days of her engaging in the practice of law; 
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(b) Should Defundant engage in the practice of law in North Carolina during 
the period of the stayed suspension, Defendant shall enter into and remain 
in a long-term :rooovery contract with the Lawyer Assistance Program 
C'LAP') and comply with aU the terms of her contract and any treatment 
recommendations from LAP. at Defendant's expense. LAP shall notify 
the Office of Counsel if Defendant fails to participate in LAP ~ fails to 
comply with any of the te:rrms of her long term recovery contract with 
LAP. or fails to comply with UP's treatmentrec:ommendatioWl. 
Defendant will sign all necessary releases or documents to allow such 
notificliltion and to allow the LAP to discuss Defendant's participation and 
treatment in LAP vlith the Office of Counsel of the State Bar. and shall not 
revoke the release during the period of the stayed suspension; 

(c) Defendant shall not use or co:o.sume any mind or mood altering substances, 
including. but not limited to, alcohol or controlled substances, except to 
treat a legitimate medical need as prescribed by a licensed medical 
professional authorized to issue sUch a prescription. Prior to the use of any 
such prescribed drugs. Defendant will worn!. her physician of this Order 

. and of her participation in ("LAP")~ communicate the identity of her 
physician to the LAP Clinical Director, and have her physician consult 
with the LAP Clinical Director before any such medications are prescribed 
by his physician Of used by Defendant; 

(d) Defendant shall. at her own expense. register for and comply with random 
drug and alcohol monitoring by FSSolutions Recovery Management 
Solutions ("FSS'1 or other monitoring service agreed to by the 
parties. The monitoring agreement win require the m.onitoring service to 
report to the State Bar's Office of Counsel and to the LAP Clinical 
Director any failme of Defendant 1:0 take or pay for the test and any 
positive test result. Defendant ,\fill enter into the monitoring program 
within thirty days of the date of this order. Defendant will sign 811 
necesslilrY releases or documents to allow such reporting and shall not 
revoke the releases during the period of the stayed suspension; 

(e) Should Defendant engage in the private practice of law in North Caroli~ 
Defendant shall, at her O\W expense, (uTl-mge for an attorney approved by 
the Office of Counsel to serve as Defendant's practice monitor. Defendant 
shall meet with the practice monitor at least monthly to review all of the 
Defendant'S pending cases. The m.onitor will supervise all client matters 
and ensure that the Defendant handles all matters in It timely fashion and 
that the Defendant communicates adequately with her clients. The 
Defendant win erulUl'e that the p:ractice monitor submits written quartm:ly 
reports to the Office of Counsel confirming that the meetings are 
occurring and that the Defendant is meeting deadlines and conferring with 
clients. The reports shall be received in the Office of Counsel each 
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January 10) April 10, July 10, and October 10 throughout the period ofth~ 
stayed suspension. 

(:t) Defendant shall timely submit her mmuru Continuing Legal Education 
rCLE'·) report form to the ern Department of the North Carolina State 
Bar each yew: of the stay 9J1d contempo:mnoously send a copy of the CLE 
report fmm to tb.e Office of Counsel of the State Bar to document 
compliance. ·'TimelY~ means by the date specified by the CLE 
department as the date by which members must submit their annual report 
fOlms to avoid assessment of a $75.00 late filing penalty. Defendant must 
ensure the Office ofCo'U1lSel :receives a copy of her annual CLE report 
form no later than 15 days after it is due to the CLE department of the 
State Bar each year~ 

(g) Defendant shall pay all Membership dues and Client Security Fund 
assessments and comply with all CLE requirements on a tim.ely basis; 

(h) Defendant shall keep her address ofreoord with the North Carolina State 
Bar current, accept all certified mail from. the North Carolina State Harp 
3Jld respond to all letters of notice and requests for information from the 
North Carolina State Bar by the deadlines stated in the communication; 

(i) Defendant shall not violate any of the Rules of Professional Conduct in 
effect during the period of the stay; 

(j) Defendant shall not violate any laws of the State of North Carolin.a,. of any 
other state. or of the United States during the period of the stay; and 

(k) Defendant shall pay aU costs and administrative fees ofthls proceeding as 
assessed by the Secretary within thirty (30) days after service of the notice 
of costs on her. 

3. Defendant's obligations under this Order end afte:t' the applicable period of the 
stay provided there are no motions or show cause proceedings pending alleging lack of 
compliance with the conditions of the stay of the suspension. Pursuant to 27 N.C. Admin. Code 
IB.0118~ the DHC l'etams jurisdiction until all conditions of the stay of the suspension have been 
met. If a motion or show cause proceeding alleging lack of compliance 'llith the conditions for 
the stay of the suspension is pending when the period of the stay of the suspension would 
otherwise have termfu.ated. the DRC retains the jurisdiction and ability to lift the stay of the 
suspension and activate the remaining portion of the suspension in whole or in part if it :finds that 
any of the conditions of the stay have not been met. The stay of the suspension and Defendant~s 
obligation to comply with the conditions for the stay will continue until resolution of any such 
pending motion or show cause proceeding. 

4. If the stay of the suspension is lifted and the remaining period of slmperuJion is 
activated for any reason. the following conditions are placed upon Defendant's reinstatement 1:.0 

The North Carolina State Bar v. Ada L. Mason, 20 DRC 10 
Consent Order of Discipline 

Page 7 of9 



active status. With any petition Defendant files for l'emstaterne:nt to active practic~, Defendant 
must demonstl'8te by clear. cogent. and convincing evidence that she complied with each of the 
following conditions: 

(a) That Defendant submitted to comprehensive evaluations by two separate 
psychiatrists or other mental health professionals who specialize in the 
treatment of substance abuse addiction, who are selected by or acceptable to 
the Office ofCo~sel oftha North Carolina State Bar. Such evaluations must 
occur no sooner than 90 days prior to the date of the filing of the petition. 
Both psychiatrists/mental health professionals must have certified under oath. 
bL~d on independent comprehensive evaluations of Defendant, that in their 
professional opinion Defendant's addiction( s) are controlled and do not pose 
any risk of harm to potential clients or the public and that she does not suffer 
from any addiction, disability" or mental. psychological emotional, 01' other 
condition or circumstance that significantly impairs her professional 
judgment, performance, or competence as an attorney; 

(b) That Defendant attached to her petition the sworn certifications from the two 
evaluating mental health professiOinals. Defendant must also attach to her 
petition releases or mtho:rizanons instructing the evaluating mental health 
professionals to discuss their evaluation ofner and to release any 
corresponding records to the Office of Counsel of the State Bar. Defendant 
shall prOlvide any additional releases Of authori.zations that may be necessary 
upon request by the Office of C01l.tlSel; 

(0) In the six months preceding the filing of the petition. Defendant has. at 
her own expense. registered for and complied with random drug and 
alcohOil monitoring by FSSolutions Recovery Management Solutions 
«GFSS") or other monitoring service agreed to by the 
parnes. Defendant will sign all necessary releases or documents to 
allow the monitoring service to report the results of all such testing to 
the State Bar and shall submit with. her petition all such reports; 

(d) Submitted her license and membership card to the Secretary of the 
North Carolina State Bar no later than 30 days from the effective date of 
the order activating the suspension; 

€ Complied with all provisions OIfl7 N.C. Admin. Code lROllS on l1-

timely basis; 

(f) Complied with all provisiolllS ofl7 N.C. Admin. Code 0l29(b); 

(g) Not have violated any oftbe Rules of ProfessiomU Conduct; 

(h) Not have violated any laws of the State of North Carolina, of any other 
state, or of the United States; and 
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(i) Paid all costs of this proceeding as assessed by the Secretary within 
thirty (30) days of service of the notice of costs upon her. 

6. Defendant is mxed with the administrative fees and costs of this action as assessed 
by the Secretary. which shall be paid within thirty (30) days ofse:rvice of the notice of costs upon 
Derendant. 

Si~ed by the ~d~rsigne~~ 9hair '\lvith ~~ kn~~~edge Wld consent of the other members 
of the Heanng Panel. this liS the I ~~, day of i(,ct'bJ:;,:fl~"";'\" , 2020. 

Agreed and consented to by: 

BUlyStrl 
- ---- ---.---~-

Billy Strickland n Mar 27. 2020 
Attorney for Defendant 

~p;w~_ 

Mary D. Winstead M!!lf 27,2020. 
Attorney for Plaintiff 

~. 

AdaL.Mason 
Defendant 

Mar27,2020 
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