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THE NORTH  CAROLINA STATE BAR, )
Plaintiff )

vs. ) ORDER OF DISCIPLINE

WILLIAM .0. WARNER, )
Defendant

Based upon the -evi-dence pre-sented in the second phase of
this hearing and arguments of the Counsel, the hearing committee
makes the following additional findings:

1. That defendant previously received a Public
Censure in file number 80 DH'C 11.

2. That 'based upon finding of fact 7 in the Findings
of Fact and Conclusions of Law in 80=-DHC 11,
documents introduced in this phase of the-current
hearing, and representations made by-defendant to
Cou-ns-el of the North Carolina State Bar, the
hearing committee believes that defendant has had
a chronic physical illness affe-cting his hands
which has' persisted for some time,-that pr-escribed
medications for that illness may have caus-ed
defendant to suffer severe depressi-on, and that
these illnesses may. have contributed to
def:enda_nt's misconduct..

BASED UPON the foregoing findings and the Findings of Fact
and Conclusions of Law of even -date herewith, the hearing
committee enters the following ORDER OF-DISCIPLINE:

1. The defendant, William 0. Warner, is suspended
from the practice of law for a period of three
years.

2. . As much as thirty (30) months of said suspension
may be stayed upon defendant's consent to and
compliance with the following conditions!
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a) That defendant shall file a petition for a
stay with the Secretary of the North Carolina
State Ba r who shall transmit said petition to
the Chairman of the Dis,cipli-nary Hearing
Commission for the purpose of a.ppoint:ing, a.
hearing committee of the Disciplinary Hearing
Commission as provided in Sec. 8(A)(2)

to
hear said pe:tition.

(b) D-efendant's petition for a stay shall a've'r-,
and he shall have the burden of proving by
clear and convincing evidence at the hearing
on his petition, the following:

(1) That defendant' s misconduct was caused
by his physical illness and result.i-ng
depression.

(2) Lf not for  his illness and resulting
depr.essio-n, the misconduct  would likely-,
not have o-ccur-red.

(3) Defen-d.ant's illness and re-sulti-ng
depression have been controlled for a
sufficient period of t-im-e to show that
there is little likelihood- that the
illness or the depression will cause
further misconduct or, danger to the
public. ,;,

3. Defendant shall forthwith surrender -his license
and membership card to -the Secretary of the N'o'rt-h,
Carolina State Bar.

4. Defendant must comply with §24 of Article IX of
the Rules and Regulations of the North Carolina
State Bar.

5. Any peti-tion that defendant files pursuant to
§25(B)(3) for reinstateme-nt of his license at, or
after the expiration of his three year suspension
must contain  an averment of his .present physical
and mental fitness to practice  law as a  condition
precedent to his r einstatement . Such averment is
subject to challenge pu-rs-uant to the other
provisions of §25(B).

6. Defendant is taxed with the costs of this action-,,



Signed by the undersigned Chairman with the-consen of the
other members  of the hearing committee, this the  day  of
June, 1987.,

47. I

mes E . Ferguson, I, Chairman
he Disciplinary Hearing Committee


