STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

NGRTH CAROLINA STATE BAR

WAKE COUNTY
18 DHC 47R

THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR,

Platntift,

CONSENT ORDER
V. STAYING SUSPENSION

SUSAN M. LYNCH, Attornsy,

Defendant,

This matter was considered by & Hearing Panel of the Disciplinery Hearing Cominiesion
(“DHC") compoged of Donald C. Prentiss, Chalr, Shawnon R. Joasph and Ronald C. Brinson
pursuant to a petition by Defendant for a siay of the remainder of the suspension imposed by
Consent Order of Discipline in The Novth Carolina State Bar v. Susan M. Lynch, 18 DHC 47,
Plaintiff, the Norih Caroling State Bar, was represented by Alex G. Nicely. Defendant, Susan M,
Lynch, was represented by Alan M. Schneider.

the

Based on Defendant’s petition, Plaintifi®s responss, a review of the records of the North
Carolina State Bar and the consent of the pariies, the Hearlng Panel hereby finds by cleax, cogent
and convineing evidence the following

L Plaintiff, the Norih Ceroline State Ber, (“State Bar™) is a body duly organized
under the laws of North Cerolina and is the proper party to bring this proceeding under the
authority granted it in Chapter 84 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, and the Rules and
Regulations of the North Carolina State Bar (Chapter 1 of Title 27 of the North Carolina
Adminlstrative Cods).

2, Defendant, Susan M. Lynch, was admitted to the North Cerolina Siate Bar in
zm and is, and was et all times material hereto, an attorney licensed to practics in North
Carolina, subject to the laws of the State of North Camlmas the Rules and Regulations of the
State Ber, and the Rules of Professional Conduet prior to the suspension of her liconss to prestics
law pussusnt to the Consent Order of Discipline entercd in 18 DHC 47,

3 On August 7, 2019, a hearing panel of the DHC entered a Consent Order of
Dmﬂpﬂme, which augp@nded Defendant’s license to practice law for a period of five years,
tective 60 days from ssrvice of the Consent Order upon Defendant,

4, Defendant ac service of the Congen

£ it Order through her legal counsel on
ugust 7, 2019, Thus, Defendant’s five-year suspsnslon became effestive on October 7, 2019,




5. The Consent Order of Discipline provides that efier 18 months, Defendant may
apply for a stay of the remeining period of suspension upon filing & petition ut least 30 days
before any proposed effective date of the siny and demonsirating by clear, cogent and convineing
evidence that Defendant has met all requirements for a stay and reinsiatement set out in 27 N.C,
Admin. Code 1B.0128 and .0129, as well es other speoified conditions,

6. Defendant is sligible to seck a siay of the remaining period of suspension afier
April 7, 2021 or 18 months from the effective date of her suspension.

7. On Mareh 9, 2021, Defendant filed a petition requesting a stay of the remaining
poriion of her active suspension and seeking reinsiatement to active status subject to the
continuing condiifons set forth In the Consent Order of Diesipline.

8. Upon review of Defendant’s Petition and supporiing documentation, as well as an
independent review of the records malntained by the State Bar, the State Bar’s filed a response
on March 30, 2021 aclmowledging that Defendant has complied with all of the conditions for

obiaining a stay of the remaining portion of her suspension.

nt of the parties, the

ased upon the foregoing Findings of Fast end with the conse
Hearing Panel makes the following

I, All the parties are properly before the Hearing Panel and the Panel has
Jjurisdiction over Defendant, Susan M, Lynch, end the subject matter of this proceeding.

2. Defendant has satisfied the requirements sst forth in 27 N.C. Admin. Code
1B.0128 and .0129 and the conditions esiablished in the Consent Order of Discipline for a siay of
her suspension and reinstatement to active status, subject to the terms of the Consent Order of
Discipline entered in 18 DHC 47.

3. Defiendant’s reinstatement to aciive 8 should be conditioned upon continued
compliance with the conditions and requirements in the Consent Order of Dissipline.

ng Findings of Past and Conclusions of Law, and with the
g Panel enters the followings

I. The remalnder of the five-year suspension of Defendant’s law license imposed by
the Consent Order of Discipline in 18 DHC 47 is hereby stayed and Defendant is reinstated to
the active practice of law in North Carolina effective April §, 2021.

2. The stay of the remalning suspension le sublest to the terms, conditions and
get forth in the Congent Order of Dissipline in 18 DHC 47. Lynch’s astatus es an
arolina State Bar during the term of the stay of euspension js
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contingent upon her compliance with all of the conditions eet forth in pamgraphe 11(a) through
11(e) of the Consent Order of Discipline, which is attached hereto and hereby mmi’pmamd by
reference.

3 If Defendant fails to corply with any one or more of the conditions set out in the
Congent Order of Disgipline, then the siay of the suspension of her law license maay be lified as
provided in 27 N.C. Adimin. Code 1B .0118.

4, The Disciplinary Hearing Commission will retain jurisdiction of this matier
throughout the remainder of the suspension end any siay thereof.

5. Pursuant to 27 N.C. Admin. Code 1B .01 18(e), Defendant is taned with the costs
and administrative fees of this proceeding,

F? Signed by ihe Chmr th the consent of the other hearing panel members, this the

day of_/ , 2021,
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Donald C. Frentiss, Chw
Disciplinary Heering Panel

CONSENTED TO BY:

‘ %{A% % '!:} i
Sugan M. Lynch
Defendant

-

Alen M. Schoeider o Alex G. Nicely ~
Attorney for Defendant Attorney jor Plaingifjf




