
NORTH CAROLINA 

WAKECOUN1Y 

THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE B.AR, 
Plaintiff 

V. 

JVIARK E. RAYNOR, Attorney, 

Defendant 

"' N BEFORE THE 
CIPLJNARY HEARThfG COiv1MISSION 

OF THE 
:NORTH C.A.ROLINA STATE BAR 

21 DHC25 

CONSENT ORDER 
OF DISCIPLINE 

This matter came before the undersigned Chan; of the Disciplinary Hearing Corri.mission 
composed of Stephanie Davis, Chair, and members, Jaye P. Meyer and Heath Jenkins. Alex G. 
Nicely and Thomas L. Crosby represented Plaintiff, the Nort..h Carolina State Bar. Defendant, 
Mark E. Raynor, was represented by Aian M. Schneider. Defendant waives a formal hear,ng in 
this matter. The parties stipulate and agree to the findings of fact and conclusions of law recited 
in this order, and consent to the discipline imposed by this order. By consenting to the entry of this 
order, Defendant knowingly, fre~ly, and voluntarily waives his right to appeal this consent order 
or to challenge in any Y"ay the sufficiency of the findings and conclusions herein. · 

Based on the pleadings and the stipul~ted facts, and ,vith foe consent of the parties, the 
Hearing Panel hereby finds by clear, cogent, and convincing evidence the following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Plaintiff, t1ie North Carolina State Bar, is a body duiy organized under the laws of 
North Carolina and is the proper party to brinis this proceeding u.,der the authority granted it in 
Cb.apter 84 of the General Statutes of North Oµ-olina, and the Rules and Regulations of the North 
Carolina State Bar (Chapter 1 of Title 27 of the North Carolina Administrative Code). 

2. Defendant, Mai.-k E. Raynor ("Defendant'') was licensed to practice law in North 
Carolma on September 1, 1974 and is and was at all times referred to herein, an attorney at law 
licensed to practice in. North Carolina, subject to the laws of the State of North Carolina, the Rules 
and Regulations oftbe North Carolina State Bar and the Rules of Professional Conduct. 

3. During a11 or part of the relevant per:iodHeferred to herein, Defendant was engaged 
in the practice of law in the State ofNor!.h Cafolina and maintained a law office in Jacksonville, 
Onslow County, Nort:h Carolina. 

4. Defendant was properly served with process and the matter came before the 
Hea.t-ing Panel with due notice to all parties. 

5. In 201 9, Defendant represented M.S, in \a criminal case. 

6. On June 3, 2019, Defenda.11.t met \vith[ M.S. at the Onslow Counry courthouse. 
While at the courthouse, Defendant informed 1:,..1.s. that her case would need to be continued. 
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7. After M.S. expressed concern ~bout fae cost of traveling to and from court, 
Defendant stated that he could he!.p M.S. if shf gave him "some business." When M.S . asked 
Defendant to clarify his statement, he stated, "Yiou kno:w, some business" and to1d M.S. to "think 
about it." 

8. M.S , interpreted Deifeudan:'s st~ffme?t, set t~iih jn paragraph 6 above, as a request 
for M.S . to perform sexual acts oniDefenoant ml exchange tor compensation. 

9. In a June 6, 2019 telephone c~nversation, Defendant asked whether M.S. had 
thought about their previous conversation. .M.S1 replied: ''I don't do tb.at" and ended the call. 

10. In a June 11, 2019 telephone co11versation ,.vith Defendant, M.S. again expressed 
concern about her financial situation. Defonda9t repiied by asking: "\\'hat about the business we 
tafa.ed about? Well, do you want to come by?" 

i J . !vf.S. agreed to meet with Defen<l.ant at his law office and told him that she would 
take an Uber ride to get there. 

12. In the evening of lltne 11 , 2019, M.S. rriet with Defenda.nt at bis law office. 

13. M.S. asked Defendant: <{"What ar~ we going to do?" 

14. Defendant replied: "Weli, nothing that's going to be illegal. I'm not looking for 
any kind of oral, anal or vaginal intercourse." 

15. When M.S. asked Pcfcndant wbat he was looking for, Defendant stated: "Just a 
hand job." 

16. Defendant offered to pay M .S. $ 100.00 i..--i exchange for her performing t.½.e sexual 
act described in paragraph 14 abo¥e. Defendant also offered to give M.S. an additional $60.00 as 
reimbursement for her u'ber ride. 

17. M.S . left Defendant's law office without perfonnmg a:ny sexual acts on Defendant 
or receivii--ig any money from Defet1dant. 

18. As a resuit of the conduct described above, Defendant was charged with 
misdemeanor counts of Solicitation of Prostitution and Con1n1on Lm.v Obsttuction of Justice in 
Onslow County, North Carolina. 

19. On February 20, 2020, Defendant pled guilty to and was convicted of misdemeanor 
Solicitation of Prostitution in violation of K C. Gen. Stat. § 14-205.1 in Onslow County file 
number l 9CR 53434. Defendant received a iO-day suspended sentence upon his guilty plea. 
Pursuant to fo.e plea agreement, the State dismissed the Obstruction of Justice charge against 
Defendant. 

20. The crime to \Vhich Defendan. pled guilty is a criminal offense showing 
professional unfitness as defined m. 27 N.C. Admin. Code 1B § .0103(17). 
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Based upon the foregoing Findings ofFactiand with the consent of the parties, the Hearing 
Panel makes the following: 

CONCLUSIOi'j[S OF LAW 

1. All parties are properly before the He.ari*g Panel and the DHC has jurisdiction over 
·Defendant, Mark E. Raynor, and over"the subject~att~r ofthis proceeding. 

2. Defendant' s conduct, as set out in t».e stipulated Findings of Fact above, constitutes 
grounds for discipline as follows: 

a) Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 8~-28(b)(l) in that Defendant was convicted of, 
and tendered a plea of guilty to, :a criminal offense showing professional 
unfimess; and 

h) Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 8<t-28(b)(2) in that Defendant violated the Rules 
of Professional Conduct in effe~t at the time of the conduct as follows: 

I 

i. By unlawfully and willfully soliciting his client, M.S., to touch the sexual 
organ of Defendant, which {s sexual contact as defined by N.C. Gen. Stat. 
§ 14-27.20, for the purpO$e tjf sexual arousal or gratification and in 
exchange for money, Defe~kiant solicited another for prostitution, thereby 
committing a criminal act Ilursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-205.l(a) that 
reflects adversely on a lav..r,1er1s honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a 
lawyer in violation of Rule &.4(b); and 

ii. ~Y. attempting to cause his crreilt client, M.S., to touch t~e sexual or_ ot?er 
mtilllate parts of Defeod~t for the purpose of arousmg or gratifying 
Defendant's ovvn sexual d9sire and in exchange for money, Defendant 
engaged in a representation that :was materially limited by his O\Vn personal 
interest in violation of Rul~ 1.7(a)(2), attempted to have sexual relations 
with a current client, which c9nstitutes an attempted violation of Rule 
l .19(a) in violation of Rule 8l4(a), and engaged in conduct prejudicial to the 
administration of justice in vliolation of Rule 8.4(d). 

Based upon the Findings of Fact, Conclusiop.s of Law, and with the consent of the parties, 
the Hearing Panel also finds by clear, cogent, and cpmincing evidence the fol1owing: 

ADDITIONAL :FINDINGS IU1GARDING DISCIPLlt~E 

1. The fmd.ings of fact and conclusions oflaw above are reincorporated as if set forth 
herein. 

2. Defendant's misconduct caused the potbntial for significant hmm to his client and 
the administration of justice. Defendant violatyd \the trust inherent in the attorney-client 
relationship by putting his own sexual desires above ~he best interests of his client. By encouraging 
and soliciting his dient to engage in illegal conduct; Defendant risked causing significant harm to 
bis client and the ad.ministration of justice for his own benefit. 
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3. At the time of Defendant's conduct1 he knew or should haveknovvn that his actions 
would create the potential f;r significant hann to hi~ client and the administration of justice. 
Defendant's conduct was of such a nature that it ~houl~ have been obvious to Defendant that the 
conduct was exploitive of his client's reliance upop. him. and would result in a conflict of interest. 

4. Clients are entitled to attorneys they can trust to act with commitment and 
dedication to their interests in their legal matters. Defendant betrayed his client' s trust. Defendant' s 
conduct reflects negatively on his integrity. 

5. Defendant's conduct demonstrates a disregard for the necessary professional 
boundaries between attorney and client. 

6. Defendant's criminal conduct caused th~ potential for significant harm to the legal 
profession and the public's perception of the legal profession, as it shows a disregard for his 
o·bligations as an attorney and an officer of the cou,rt. The public ex:pects that attomeys will abide 
by the law and Defendant's conduct shows a disregard for his ob1igation to obey the laws of t1lis 
State. 

7. Defendant entered int0 a plea agreement with the State of North Carolina resolving 
the criminal charges without a trial. 

8. Defendant has accepted responsibility for his behavior, as indicated by his guilty 
plea, his admission to every allegation contained within the Complaint and his acknowledgement 
that his actions violated the Rules of Professional Conduct. 

9. Defendant e:i,.'Pressed remorse for his actions and was cooperative throughout the 
State Bar's investigation of this matter. 

10. Defendant bas no prior professional\discipline with the State Bar. 

11 . Defendant enjoys fill otherwise gooq reputation in the legal community. 

Based upon the Findings of Fact, Conch1~ions of Law, Additional Findings Regarding 
Discipline, and with the consent of the parties, the tJearing :Panel. enters the following: 

CONCLUSIONS REGARD.ING DISCIPLINE 

L The Hearing Panel has considered av of the factors enumerated in 27 N.C. Adm:in. 
Code 1B.0116(f)(1) of the Discipline and Disability Rules of the North Carolina State Bar and 
concludes that the following factors that warrant su~pension or disbarment are present: 

a) Intent of the Defendant to commit acts where the ha1m or potential harm is 
foreseeable; 

b) Circumstances reflecting on the Defendant 's lack of trnstwmthiness or 
integrity; 

c) Elevation of Defendant's own interests above tl1at of the client; 

d) Negative impact of Defendant's actions on the client's or public' s perception 
of the profession; 
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e) Negative impact 0fDefendanff actions on the administration of justice; and 

f) Impairment of the client's abilit to achieve the goals of the representation, 

2. The Hearing Panel has considered 11 of tbe factors enumerated in 27 N.C. Admi.t1. 
Code IB.0116(f)(2) of the Discipline and Disab' ity Rules of the North Carolina State Bar and 
concludes that no factors are present that warrant disbarment. 

3. The Hearing Panel has considered Ju 0:t;the factors enumerated in 27 N.C. Ad.min. 
Code lB.0116(£)(3) of the Discipline and Disabi*ty ~ ules of the North Carolina State Bar and 
concludes the following factors are applicable in tips matter: 

a) Selfish motive; 

b) Cooperative attitude toward the pro6eedings; 

c) Good character and reputation i1,1 th~ legal community; 

d) Remorse; and 

e) Vulnerability of the victim. 

4. The Hearing Panel has considered issuing an admonition, reprimand or censure but 
concludes that such discipline would not be suffiaient. The Hearing Panel concludes that such 
discipline would fail to acknowledge the seriousne,ss of the violations committed by Defendant, 
would not sufficiently protect the public and would send the wrong message to attomeys and the 
public regarding the conduct expected of members of the Bar in this State. 

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Faat, Conclusions of Law, Additional Findings 
Regarding Discipline and Conclusions Regarding r.Hscipline, and with the consent of the parties, 
the Hearing Panel enters the following: 

ORDER OF DISCIPLINE 

1. Defendant, Mark E. Raynor, is hereby siµpended from the practice of law for four 
years, effective sfa:ty days from service of this Order upon Defendant. 

2. Defendant shall surrender his law license and membership card to the Secretary of 
the North Carolina State Bar no later than sixty days following service of this Order upon 
Defe11dant. 

\ 

3. Defendant shall comply with all requjrewents of 27 N.C. Admin. Code lB.0128, 
including the \Vind-down provisions contained thereih. 

4. Defendant shall file an affidavit ·with tne Secretary of the North Carolina State Bar 
within ten days of the effective date of this Order, certifying he has complied with the provisions 
of27 N.C. Admin. Code IB.0128. . 

5. Within ten days of the effective date of tlris Order, Defendant shall provide the State 
Bar with an address and telephone number at which clients seeking return of their files can 
communicate with Defendant and obtain such files, and Defendant shall promptly return all files 
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to clients upon request. Defendant ~hall promptly refund any unearned or excessive fees due to 
clients in accordance with Rules 1.5 and 1.16 oftlf Rules of Professional Conduct. 

6. Defendant shall keep the North~a1ioli11a State Bar Membership Department 
advised of Defendant's current physical address) te ephone number and e-mail address, and notify 
the Bar of any change within ten days of such ch ge. 

7. Defendant shall respond to all co::Eunications :from the State Bar witlru.1 thi1ty 
days ofreceipt or by the deadline stated in the comr unication, whichever is sooner. 

8. Within 120 days of entry of this OJ.'ilr, Defendant shall undergo an evaluation by a 
board-certified psychiatrist, psychologist, or coun elor ( collectively "Clinician") who has been 
approved in advance by the Office of Counsel nd who has expertise in evaluating sexual 
misconduct or sexual boundary violations in the le &.1 profession or another profession involving 
a similar fiduciary relationship. Defendant shail a woi'ide written release to the Office of Counsel 
authorizing the Clinician to communicate with the P ffi ce of Counsel and to release to the Office 
of Counsel records relating to his treatment an~ compliance with the Clinician's treatment 
1·ecommendations. Defendant shall not revoke thes r~l~a~~ during_ the period of the ~uspen_sion 
or any stay thereof. Defendant shall ensure that t Clinician provides a comprehens1ve vvntten 
report of the Clinician's evaluation of Defendant to he Office of Counsel within 10 days after the 
evalua.ti?1: has been compl~ted, The report shall ild _ntify what mental, psychol.ogicai, behavi~ral 
or cogmtrve factors contributed to Defendant's sconduct and shall recommend appropnate 
treatment to address and ~odify the identified faf rs _contributing to De~e~d~nt's mi_sconduct. 
Defendant shall comply with all treatment recomm dGLtions made by the Climcian. sub3ect to the 
terms listed in paragraphs 9 and 10 of this section o the Order. 

9. Defendant shall provide written releii-5es to the Office of Counsel authorizing all 
providers from whom he receives treatment for ky: psychological, emotional, or behavioral 
condition during the period of the suspension and st

1 
ayed suspension ( collectively "Provider'') to 

communicate with the Office of Counsel and to rel ase to the Office of Counsel records relating 
to his treatment and compliance with the Provider's eatmcnt recommendations. Defendant shall 
not revoke these releases during the period of the su ension or any stay thereof. Defendant shall 
ensTire that eac. h Provider from whom he receives triatment for any psychological, emotional, or 
behavioral condition sends written reports to the Sta e Bar Office of Counsel on a quarterly basis, 
with such reports being due on January 30, April 30 July 30 and October 30 of each year. These 
reports shall describe all treatroent recommendatio s made by the Provider and shall confirm 
whether Defendant is in compliance wi.th the Provid r 's treatment recommendations. 

10. Defendant shall comply with all treatment recommendations made by the Clinician 
and all Providers throughout the duration of the susp~ s~on and any stay thereot: or until such time 
that Defendant provides the State Bar with written cf rtifications under oath by the Clinician and 
each Provider that in their professional opinion: ( 1) Dpfendant currently does not have any mental, 
psychological, behavioral or cognitive conditions or disorders that significantly impair his 
professional judgment, performance or competenc~ as an attorney; (2) Defendant does not 
currently pose a sexual threat to his femiile clients; an~ (3) ongoing treatment and counseling is no 
longer needed. 
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11 . Defendant is solely responsible fur the payment of all costs associated with 
paragraphs 8 through 10 of this section of the Order. 

12. Defendant is taxed with the costs a1;1d administrative fees of this action as assessed 
by the Secretary. Defendant shall pay the costs and administrative fees within ninety days of 
service of the statement of costs and administrativ~ fees upon him. 

13. Two years from the effective date of this Order, Defen~t may apply for a stay of 
the remainder of the suspension upon_ the filing Of a petition ("Petit.i~t~ with the DHC at least 
thirty days before any proposed effective date of the stay and demons, atmg by clear, cogent and 
convincing evidence the following: 

a) Defendant timely complied wi~ paragraphs 2 -12 o!(this section of the Order; 

b) Defendant has complied with t11,b provisions for reW!tatement aft~r suspension 
listed in 27 N.C Admin. Codd 1B.0129(b) of thetorth Carolma State Bar 
Discipline & Disability Rules; 

1 

c) Defendant is current in paym~t of all Members ip dues, fees, and costs, 
including all Client SecUlity Furld assessments and of her charges or surcharges 
the State Bar is authorized to co1leot from Defendan~ and i11cluding all judicial 
district dues, fees and assessmerlts; 

I 

d) There is no deficit in Defendant[ s completion of CLE hours, m reporting such 
hours or in payment of any fees r3sociated with atte dance at CLE programs; 

e) Defendant has not violated the l}-ules of Profession Conduct, the laws of the 
United States or the laws of any\sta.te or local gove ent during Defendant's 
suspension. 

14. If Defendant is not granted a stay ofpefondant's suspenJion, or if some part of the 
suspension is stayed and thereafter the stay is lifted, pefendant must coIIf lY with the requirements 
of paragraphs 13(a) through 13(e) above before be~ng reinstated to the practice oflaw, and must 
provide in any petition for reinstatement clear, coFe:q.t and convincing evidence demonstrating 
Defendant' s compliance therewith. \ 

15. If Defendant successfully petitions f@r a stay of the suspepsion of Defendant's iaw 
Iicen~~' such stay will continue in force only so lof g as Defendant co141-plies with the following 
cond1ti.ons; I 

a) For the ~uration of the stay, Det~~dimt shall en~ure tliat a third party is present 
at any t1me Defendant meets w1fb. a female chent. f or the purposes of this 
condi~ion. meetin~s shall includelall in-pers~n inter~crons between Defendant 
and his female clients, except w~· ere such mteract1op-s occur in a courtro. om 
during an open session of co or in another puplic common area of a 
courthouse. Defendant shall co ply with and subnuit to all measures by the 
State Bar to monitor and detennin compliance with ilie terms of this condition 
including, but not limited to, com~1ying with the follo!wi.ng: , 
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i. Defendant shall provide to t 1e Office of Counsel a complete list of a11 female 
clients with wbom Defend t met during each calendar month for the 
dmation of the stay, includi g the date and time of each client interaction 
and the address and telepho e number for each client. The list shall also 
include the names and cont ct i~ormation for any third parties who were 
present when Defendant me with each female client on the Li.st. Defendant 
shall provide tb:is list no late than the fifteenth day of each month during the 
duration of the stay; and 

ii. If Defendant does not meet ith female clients during any month in which 
he is required to submit th reports described in subparagraph i above, 
Defendant shall instead ex , ute and submit an affidavit to the Office of 
Counsel by the fifteenth day f each month affirming that Defendant did not 
meet with any female clients m;ing the previous month. 

b) If a Clinician and/or Provider recommends ongoing treatment pursuant to 
paragraphs 8 and 9 of this sectipn of the Order, Defendant shall comply with 
the treatment recommendatio5s of any such Clinician and/or Provider. 
Defendant shall ensure that erch Provider submits the qua1terly reports 
described in paragraph 9 of this ¥_ection of the Order, on the schedule set out in 
that same paragraph. Defendan~•s obligations under this paragrapb shall be in 
effect for the time periods set ou1 in paragraph 10 of this section of the Order; 

c} Defendant shall provide the writi;en releases described in paragraphs 8 and 9 of 
this section of the Order and shall not revoke said releases during the period of 
the stayed suspension; 1 

d) Defendant is solely responsible f~r the payment of all costs associated with the 
requirements of paragraphs 15(aJi thtough 15(c) above; 

e) Defendant shall keep the North~arol:i.na State Bar Membership Depamnent 
advised of Defendant's current hy:sical business address, telephone number 
and e-mail address, and shall no "fy the Bar of any change within ten days of 
such change; · 

i) Defendant shall accept aU eertifip -1Tiail from the State Bar sent to the address 
on record with the Membership qepartment of the North Carolina State Bat; 

g) Defendant shall provide fuJl and qomplete responses to all letters of notice and 
reques~s for information _fro1;1 thej North Caro~11a State ~ar within thirty days 
of receipt of the communtcation o~ by the deadline stated m the communication, 
whichever is sooner; 

h) Defendant shall timely comply jth all State Bar contuming legal education 
requirements and pay all fees and posts assessed by the applicable deadline; 

i) Defendant shall pay all membership dues, fees, costs and assessments, 
including all Client Security Fund kssessments and other charges or surcharges 
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the State Bar is authorized to \co11ect from him; includjng all judicial district 
dues and assessments, by the a~plic~ble deadline; and 

j) Defendant shall not violate the R\.1-les of Professfona1 Conduct, the lr;lWS of the 
United States or the laws of an state or local government during the period of 
the stay. 

16. l f Defendant fails to ICOD'lply with eny of the conditions of the stayed suspension 
:provided in paragraphs J S(a) through 15(i) abovr, the stay of the suspension may t>e lifted as 
-provided in 27 N.C. Ad.min. Code lB.Oll 8. 

17. The Disciplinary Hearing Com:mrssjon vvill retain jurisdiction of this matter 
pursuant to 27 N.C. Admin. Code lB.Ol 18 throughout the suspension, and any stay thereof, and 
until all conditions of this Order have been satisfied. 

Signed by the Disciplinary .Hearing ~ tair with the coDSont of the olhor hearing panel 
members, this the l1tlt day of~ __) 6(,()c}.Q . 

AGREED AND CONSENTED TO BY: 

A 
Attorney for Plaintltt· 

'Th01nas L. Cro.sfy 
.Attomeyfor Plaintiff 

Stepani&Davis; Chair 
:Disciplinary Hearing Panel 

Al~ ~eider 
Attorney fa.r .Defendant 

N~k E., Raynor 
(Jef°t!tl,(i,c;.nt 

/vG"SJJ J.:'. Raynor, 21DJ-JC2..5 
CQP.S~ot O_r~tJ" .9:f.Discpline 
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