
STATE OF NORTI:lCUOLINA 
WAKECOUNTY I 

TEE NOllTilCARQLINA $TATE BAR, 
' Petitioner 

ERIN ITJSTINE.PHI+LIPS, Attorney, 
' Respondtmt 

ORDER SUSPENDING 
RESPONDENT'S LAW LICENSE 

FOR NONCOMPLIANCE 

This matterw~considereci by theCha.ito.f'the Dispip]jnary I-learingCommissionpursuant 
to the North Carolimt, Stat¢. Bar Disciplitie at;tcl Disability Rules, 27 N.C. Admin. Code lB,0135, 
Petitioner, tQe North PMolinaState Btu\ \\'as·represented by.Q .. Patrick Murphy, Re$pOI)dent,. Erin 
J11stine Pl:rillips, \\'as potrepresentet¼ did µot rnake 4}p.app~~ce in this matter,. and did notfile a 
response to the Ordezj to Sb.ow C~11se for Qpev-ance Noncompliance served upon her. 

Based on theJfiHngA., the Chair of the Disciplinary Hearing dotnfilissiott ifinds. by clear, 
co.gent,•· and,, convinc~g evideµ(;e the following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Petiti~net, tlie NPrtb. CatQlina . State Bar ("State Bar"), is, a state agency. duly 
organized llllder tl:le l~ws of North Carolina andis the proper .patty to b@~ tllis proceedin.g uncler 
the. autb.ority granted:1it in Chapter84 of the .GeneraJ$ta.tutes QfNorth Carolh1a and the Rules and 
R.egulations of the ~orth Carolina State Bar (Chapt¢r 1 of Title 27 of the North CatoJ.iha 
Administrative Code~. 

2. Res~n,<:1¢nt,Etin Justine Phillips, was licensed to practice IawinNotth Car()lirtain. 
2Ql7 and is, @<l w~Ia.t alltinlesreferred to herein. an attorney atlaw }iCell$ed topnwtice in North 
Caroljna,. s~bject to t~e laws of the State of North Caroljna, the Rules @<iR_t,gula.tiQll$ of the North 
Carolina State .Bar an,d the Rules of Professio11a,J.• Conduct 

:l 

3. l'hit ~rate :Bat''& membership database. shows the. following address anc! email oµ 
record (Qr Respqµde,nt; P.O. Box 3308. Cashiers, Nottli Ca,rc:>l111a, 28717 @cl 
ephillips@plateauZat.com. • • 

I 

4. . . All e#iail •commumea.ticm se11t to. and received from Respondent. regardillg the 
matters that follow i/h~we been 'throµgh her State Bar membership email address . cm reco.rd, 
ephillips@JJlateaulaw.com 

. . . '! 

5· ... .. 011 J'1uacy 11, 2024, Petitioner sent Respondent a Lett¢t of Notice (''Letter of 
Notice") in grievanct file no. 23Gl395 to ephillips@pla.teq1,1law.com. 
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l 
6, Qn..J:~~ 23;,4024, Respondentacce_pted service of the Letter ofNotic;~. 

!I 

7. . . . .. llesp~#d~11t's respongeJo the I,etter of'Noticewa.s due withiti l ~-4a,ys ofreceiptof 
the Letter of Notice. Wliichwas February 7. 2024, 

'i 

8. RespJdent di<l not r¢s_po1td to.tb,e Letter ofNotice by February 7, 2024. 
if 
I - . . .. . 

9. By :eJViaildated March.4-~ 2024~ the State Bar ~ent Resf)Qnden,t ;:1Je,tter: re&~l:iing the 
status Qfthe.overduei:response. 

\l 
I 

10. The :Nfarch 4, 2024, letter tecited a .deadline ofMlll"ch l l,2024, for Respondent to 
respond to .the Letter;~ f Notice. 

' 
I I. Respqrdent did not reply to the March 4, 2024,. email, 

J . . . . . 
12. R¢s:p¢1<ient qi4 IlOt:respond to· the LetterofNotice by Match. 11, 20.24, 

. j . 

13. . On or
1

labo11-tJanuary·l0,2024, Fits~ Citizens·BanktepodedJp the StateBw tllat:011 
J2\11uary 24, 2074, ¥4 ~ain un January 29, 20~~~ Respondent's· ttust ~CQµnt palaµce was 
insufficie11ttncG>v~r ¢,heckno •. 1248 intherunount of $27,019 Qrawt,. on:Re$pQp,d,e11t's tJ;µstacQQtlnt 
when presented for./lpaym.ertt. The· check was ·e,itlier paid, illJQ tlie _._ qve:rdt'aft ·or ·returned for 

.. :•, , .. :t . ,, : :.•,• .. ,' •,,. ·:, 

insufficient fun~s ('1j!TSF'). 

• 14, On Fk 9; 2024, Petitiont,f. ~ '1U NSl,' inve;/ig"?Ql!,; as$i~ ill,> 110, 
24NSF0016~ ,3I1d _e~ed llespo~dent at eph~#w~@J>late,~ylqwiCOffl., s:eJdn~. info~at10n aho:ut 
the N8F and mclud~ .. cottespondence req:ue$.ttp,$· a detailed e~plan~tIQil of the Cll'cutliStances 
sur:tounding the, NSF,, a copy of-the hank sta,tement(s}retlecting the payment that was retuned, 
copiesofchecks thatlwere r¢t4rned_for N.SF, 4e.PQ$itslipsjtickets documenting the replenishment 
of futi.ds, @4 ari,y Q~¢tdo<;tunentatio:n necessazyto explam the NSF. 

15. On F~bruaty27~ 2024, Re~ondentresponded to the Feb~· 9 email statin.g, '~I 
have only todayl [si1] loca.ted thjs em~lixrmy o~tlook fold~rs ·I will provide· a thorough response 
no later than t◊morrow, .Feb 28~.'' Respondent's .response was sent :frQm. 
ephil/.ips@plateaul1,1.com,-

'! 
16. After :Respondent.did nones:pond ~ state4. a $etotrd emajl w~; ~ent.QnMa,:9h 11, 

2024, reminding Res~ortdenno tespondto th~:NSf notice. 
l 
I 

17., . A$·p~ Qf Petitioner's investigationinto.the NSF; oRMatc:h26t2024,theStateI¼ar 
filed . -~ . Mo.tion foril Te!Ilp~rary ~e_str~ining ?rdet and Petition ~or, . PteHn:inaey. _InjµIlction 
("Motion") m, Wake :~ounty Supenor Co-utt. ~amst Respqn.d.e11t to enJ9tn her First Citizens Bank 
trustaccount The N,rth Carolina State Barv . .ErinJustj_nePfJillips.,: 24 CVS 10048..,})10 •. 

l&.-. :OniM~h 3]t 2024~ ResporidenttepliedJo,a.M:atch .27, 20i4~ e:m~l frQ)'Il PetiJ:foiJ,ei: 
regatdmgthe,Motio4. • 
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19. In het March· 31,. 20:24,. email from -ephilii]Js@plateauli:,,w.;tom,- R~spqndellt 
acknowleq~ed th;itsfle :had ngt re~ponded fo the allegat16ns iii. wf¢vauce file no . . 43G139S by 
st,atmg, -•~1 alsorealizeJthatI ha-ve failed:to-ptovide a.response re~arding a forrpe,: qlj_~f~ ~qmplaint 
related to a one line ~it◊r in a doGUment ¢stfJ,bli$hwg a tl\1$t.for·tlie client'1 and ''lwiU review the 
complai:nt thoroJ1ghliit◊day now tliat I have regajned-access [to email] and answer as thclrougJ:iJy 
as the cpro:plainthlaycj~ : :for/' -. ' ' . ! 

2R On A'ril 1;;2024, Respondent replied to _ an April 1, 2024t email. &om Petiu,oner 
concerning her agree~entto sign a Consent Orderof Preiuninll.tY fujµnction . 

• -! 

21. In her 'Li\pril l,. 2024, email from ephil(tps@Jpla:te(4tlt;nwc:orn, R:espondentreiterated 
that,. "l am in the pro;cess of restormg my emails. a,t,1d electronic-d<>cuments from my secure data 
storage to a_ newJaptQp Jp. orq.e,r to providethe bar complete responses to all p¢nding ·an.cl Qverd11e 
inquiries.'; -• '! 

;! ., 

22. On. April. 5; 2024, 'lle$ppnde11tretumed a.sigiied copy of the Consent Otder -of 
.:Preliminary Itijunctiq;nt~ConsentOrd~r''Jby email from ephillips@plate..aulaw.com.. ·- -1 . . > > 

l - - - - - - - - - .- --_-- - -- - - . -- -- - -- -- -- - -
23. The QpMent Order was entered in 24 CVS 10048~910 on April 8, 2Q24, ~d was 

served 011 .R.espQ11d~t lly email .and: U.S .. Mail at the address on record with the· State B'ai':s 
membership da,ta:ba.~. 

24. RecQr?s pwi:.wmtto the Gcmsent Orderwere.-to be·prod-ucedqy.i\,pril24~-20:Z4. 

25. Respo~de~tdid not produce:recotds to Petitfonet by.April 24,. 2024, 

26.. _ _ On rvt,y 8~ 2024~ 'Petitioneteniailed.Respon.cie11tc1;1t ephillips@plaieaulaw.com to 
inqu:ireabout her int¢J.rt to comply with the Consent Order. -, . . 

' 27. Respg_ndentdid notrespo11d to Petitioner's May 8, 2024, .¢mail. 

28. Respqpd.¢1,11®$ UQt co1;nplied. with the Consent Qrder entered in 24 CVS 10048--

29. Respo;ndent has. not responded to the Letter ofNotice with which she li~ 'been 
served in grie&-ance fil,e: 23.013:95. 

! 

30. _ _ Qn J~e 21, 2024:, after Respondent failed to resf)~nd to the Letters of Notice in 
grievance file 23'41·,95_,_ :Petitioner filed a petiti~n with 'the<Disciplinary Flea.ring Commis'$1C)U 
("DHC") gettin&. fof the. •efforts 111.ade by the State Bar seeking Resppn~nt;s @mpli::m~¢ ap,li 
seeking enfiy of ah qrdet directing ReSJ)ondent t() show cause why h:er law li~m,_e should nQt be 
suspendedfotnoncopipliance_pursuartt to 27 N.C. Acfrnin, C◊deJB . .Qll5. 

3L 
Cooliqge. 

The 'I}etitio,n WflS Sllppqlted • by -the affidavit of .· state Bar Investigator Martin ·: ' ' ' ... 

i 
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32.. . On June 24, 2()24~ tlie DIIC •ep,tered an. Order eordet'') • directing ~spqud<?nt to 
show cause. within 14ikta,ys,o{thed,ateof service of the Order uponRe~pp;nde11iwhy heda'W'license, 
sli9u,ld not.be suspeJ;l,4,ed for.noncompliance .. 

! 

33. Resp.op.den.twas properly served with the.Order, pursuant to 27N.C. A,fo,in, Code 
lB.0135(4) ..... (4), onJuii~i4? 2024 . 

. , , ·, ... • :1 

i 
34.. The·Qfd.erwatned£espondent that failure to respond to theJ)rde:rmay result wthe 

suspension of her 1aWi licel)S,e. 

35. Respopdent did not respond to the Order. 
i 

' 

36. Re$J>Qp.qent h~ not shown she isjn complian~, .1ms. not cured her IiOllC()ttlplia.nve 
with.the State B~; an'.d has notshown.gOQd cause for her nonconipli®:ce. . - .. -_ -T _-, 

B~eci on .the foregoing, Fihdhigs. otF~t, the Chajr tn:akes the following: 
! 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

L All paj:'tie$ are ,.propetly before the: Chan- of the Pisciplimu"y He~g C,9~ssio~ 
@C the Disciplinary t,Iearin,gCommission hasjutisdiption.over RespQnd.ent, Brin J:usiinePhillips~ 
and over the suoj'e.ct ipattef:orthis ptoc~g. 

! 

2. P.uts~tto.2.TN.Q.t\:d:rniQ; Cope 1B . .0135(~)0)~ the respondentclid not:file a 
respo:t1Se1o ·theotdet{to showc~.e within 14days,ofth~date of the. service of the ot<ier t<> show 
cause upon t.h.ewspop.denti therefqre the Chair of the DHC may enter an OIQei: sU$pep,4u1g the 
r¢sponden("s law li9e~e. • • • • ' 

3. The ~tate• Bat itiet i~ om-<len of proof by establishing by . clear, eog~nt, and 
co11vinci11g evidence jthatR.estx>ndentis noncompliant in grievance file no. 23'Gl395; 

,: 

4. Becatjsethe R.espondentfailed t() tile a re~pqnse to the order to show cause, she 
did notmeether burjen: of}:1toofto esttblish tl,,lat .she was andis in compliance, tha.tshe. fully 
cured .all nonco.mpli:a,hce. Qttmit th,ere is good ca.t1Se.for her noncompliance. None of these· three 
dtcU1I1.Stan:ces have ijeei:i esta.blisl1e4 in ,this case . 

.! 

5. Respqndent is nonc.onipfau:it fa grievanc¢ file no. 23Gl3:9$ .a,s d,efµ:ied ill 27 N,C, 
Admin. Code 1B;OJ35(a}. • 

,! •... ' 

6, llp~pqµ<:lenfs noncompliance is grounds fot the suspension of ll.er l~w license 
pur:suantt9 27 N/G, ~dnrin. Code 1ROl35(e)(3}roid. (g}. • • 

Bas~ 1ip911 Jhe fo~g-0i1:ig Findmgs or Fac.tr and •Conclusions of Law, th~ Chair of the 
Disciplinary Hearing Com.miss.ion. enters the following: 

NC Str:iteBqrv. $rin PhiUips_, :24 PIIC 12N 
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ORDER 
i 

l. Resp9pdeJ14 Etin Justine: Pliilµps, is 'hereby suspen4ed from the practice law, 
I 

2. This .otder s~all be effective3.ff d.ays•after•it is served on Respondent by mailing a 
• copy of the ord~r bf·regular mail to the following .address: P.O. Box 33.08, Cashiers, . North 
Carolina, 28717. • 

3. Respopdent shall comply •• with • all the wind-down provisions •of '27 N.C .. A4nn.t:i. 
Cod.e lB.0128, aspttjvided.in 27 N.C. A4nrin. Code 113.0135(11) . • 

:i ' . 
J 

4. . Any 11~tition by Respohaent;to be reinstated.to the practice oflawshall.begoverned 
by 27N.C.Admin. :c~b.de lB..Ol:35.(i). 

"i ·, .. 

·Tut···-·th. [ J f1tA. ··r· ·J•· 1 ·2·· ·o·· 2·· 4· . _ s ... · e . il.lc1Y o . l¼Y; • .. . . 
. · 1 

' ,, 
I 

l 
! 

I 
! 

~lli~> 
Stephanie N. Davis) Chait 
Disciplmary Hearing Coumrl$Sion 
The :N9rth Carolina State Bar 

NfJ$t9(g Bqr v. $ti;if~illip$,, 24 Pf.IC.12:N 
Ord,;fr Stispendmg Ul.W License forNonqqmplfance 

:Pagi5.of5 


