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This matter coming on to be heard and belhg heard on
December 12, 1986 in the the Council Chambers, 3rd Floor of the
North Carolina State Bar Building, 208 Fayetteville Street
Mall, Raleigh, North Carolina before a hearing committee of the
Disciplinaty Hearing Commission composed of John B. M¢cMillan,
Chairman, Maureen Murray, and Aldice Penny; and

BASED UPON the Default of Defendant for his failure to file
Answer in this action and the evidence offered at the hearing,
the hearing committee finds the followlng by clear, cogent, and
coavinelng evidence:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1

1. The Plaintiff, the North Carolina State Bar, 1s a body
duly organized under the laws of North Carolina dand is the proper .
) party to bring this proceeding under the authotrity granted it in
' Chapter 84 of theée General Statutes of North Carolina, and the
Rules and Regulagtions of the North carolina State Ba¥ promulgated

thereunder .

i

2.

North Carolina State Bar on March 18,

Theé Deféﬁdanﬁ, W. 0liver. Melvin,

1977 and 1is,

vas admitted to the

and was at ali

times referred to hetein,

an Attorney at Law licensed to practice

in North Carolina, subjéct to the rules, regulations,
Professional Respornsibllity of the North Carolina State Bar and
the Laws ¢f the State of North Carolina.

3. During all of the periods referred to herein, the
Defendant was actively engaged in the practice of law in ‘the
State of North Carolina and maintained a law office in the City
of Fayetteville, Cumberland County, North Carolina.
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4. ".0n June 12, 1986, Defendant was conviéted of twor counts
. of felony embezzlement in violation of N.C. Gen. St&t. §14~90 .
l upon a plea of no contest to each of the feloni,e's.

5. On Juue 12, 1986, Judge Henry V. Barnette, .Ji., entéréd
judgment in the above-referenced cases in the Superior Court of
Cumberland County, file numbers 85 CRS 4327 and 85 CRS 48762.

6. The crimes Defenddnt was convicted of are serious crimes
as defined in §3(30) of Article IX of the Rules and Regulatﬂons'f‘
of the North Carolina State Bar (The Red Book).,

7. The crimes Defendant was convicted of a:e‘drimiﬁak
offenses showing professional unfitness.

BASED UPON the foregoing Findings of Fact, the hearing S
conmittee makes the following CONGLUSTIONS OF LAW: = T Lol

i - [

(a) Defendant's conduct, as set out .above, constdtutes
grounds for discipline pursuant to NCGS .
§84=28(b)(1) in that each of the offéensed for
which Defendant was convicted were criminal
offenses ahowing professional unfitnesa. ’

(b) Defendant's conduct, as set out 'above, cqnstitutgs-.
B grounds for diseilpline pursuant to NCGS
§84~28(b)(2) in that Defendant engaged in illegal
conduct involving moral tuypitude iIn viplation of.
DR1~102(A)(4) of the Code of Ptofessional
Responsibility.

Signed by the undersigned Chairman with thé’fu&i aceord and
consent of the other membels of the hearing committee this che
12th day of December, 1986.

(Xpéz,;rz. Mmé;;;ééﬁsl

JoRA B McHillah, Chairman
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THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR, )
Plaintiff )
)
vs. 1 )  ORDER OF DISCIPLINE
: | )
WALTER OLIVER MELVIN, )
Defendant ) T . C e

This matter comlng on to be heard and being heard on
December 12, 1986 befdre a hearing committee composed of John B.
MéMillan, Chairwan, Mdureen Muikray, and Alice Pénny; and based
upon the FINDINGS OF FACT and CONCLUSIONS OF LAW entered by the
hearing committee of even date herewith; and further based upon
argumetits presented in the second phase of the heafing, the 1
héaring committée enters the following ORDER OF DISCIPLINE: “

1). The Defendant, Walter Oliver Melvin, is heteby
DISBARRED from thée practice of law in North
Carolina. '

2). The Defendant, Walter Oliver Melvin, shall
forthwith surrénder his license and permanent
membership card to the Séctetary of thé North
Carolina State Bar.

3). The Defendant, Walter Oliver Melvin, shall comply
with the provisions of 8§24 of Article IX of the
‘Rules and Regulakions of the North Garolina State
Bar.

4). The Defendant, Walter Oliver Melvin, is hereby
© taxed with tpe costs of this action.

Signed by the undersigned Chairman with the full accord and
consent of the other members of the hearing committee this the
12th day of December, 1986.
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i ’ Johr B. McMillan




