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This matter came before a hearing pan~l of the Disciplinary Hearing Commission ' 
composed of Shannon R. Joi;;eph, Chait> James A. bavis, and Heath R. Jenkins, Savannah 
B. Perry and Jennifer A. Porter represented Plaintiff, the North Carolina, State Bar. 
Defendant, Gregory .A. Bullard, was represented by Alan M. Schneider. Defendant waives 
a formal hearing in this matter. The parties stipulate artd agree to the findings of fact and 
conclusions oflaw recited in this consent order, The parties consentto the consideration 
of and conclusions of rule violations made in this order to conform to the evidence 
developed in this case that may differ from the allegations originally set forth in the 
Amended Complaint. The parties consent to the discipline imposed by this order. By 
consentihg to the entry of this order, Defend;:111t k:r)owingly, freely and voluntarily waives 
his right to appeal this consent order or to challenge in any way the sufficiency of the 
findings, 

Basec:l. 011 the foregoing and on the consent of the patties, the Heating Panel hereby 
makes by clear, cogent and convincing evidence the following: 

FtNDINGS OF FACT 

I. Plaintiff, th¢ North Car<'.llina State Bar ("State Bar''), is a body duly 
organized under the laws of North C,a;rolina and i$ the proper party to bring this proceeding 
1.mder the authority granted it in Chap~r 84 of the General Statutes of North Carolina·, .and 
the Rules and Regulations of the North Carolina State Bat (Ch13,pter 1 of Title 27 of .the 
North Carolina Administrative Code). 

2. Defendanti Gregory A. Bullard, was admitted to the North. Carolina State 
Bar 011 18 August 2000, and is> and was at all times reforred to herein, an attomey at law 
licensed to practice in North C:arblin;i, $ubject to the laws of the State. ofNorth Carolina, 
the Rules and Regulations of the North Carolina S~te Bar, ~d the Rules of Professional 
Conduct. 



3, During all or part of the relevant periods referred to herein, Defendant was 
engaged in the ptactice of law in. Pembroke, Robe·sbn County, Nortl1 Carolina; 

4. Defendant was properly served with process and the matter came before the 
hearing panel with due notice to all parties, 

Employee Withholding Taxes and Unemployment Taxes 

5. In or ar:ound 2003, Defendant and. his father established Bullard & Bullard, 
PLLC ("Defehdanf s law fum" or "the law firm"). Defendant and his father were 50/50 
partners in the. law fttm. 

6. During all times referred to herein, Defendant's law finn had one or more 
employees who provided services for the benefit of Defendant's law finn. 

7. When Defendant's law fitm paid its employees, Defendant's law firm was 
required by the Internal Revenue Service ("IRS") to withhold funds from employees' 
paychecks to remit the employees' social security, Medicare, and federal income taxes 
("employment taxes"). 

8. Defendant's law firm was required to collect, truthfully accoUtitfor, ahd timely 
remit to theJRS the employment taxes withheld for employees.of the law firm. 

9. Defendant's Jaw fb:m was requirecl to remit to the IRS the. et:nploYmentt1P(e.S 
withheld for e:mployees of theJaw finn on a periodic basis as specified in the Internal Revenue. 
Code. 

10. From the time theemploymenttaxes were withht'lld Utitil the time thl;ly were 
remitted to the lRS, Defendant's law finn had a fiduciary duty to hold funds withheld from 
employees' paycheok1> for the benefit of the United States Department of the Treasury. 

11. Defenda11t's law firm was also required pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code 
to report and pay taxes under the Federal Unemployment Tax Aot (uFtJTA taxei:;") to the 
federal government for the benefit of the employees of the law fitm. 

12. Defendant's law firm withheld nmds from employees for employment taxes 
and failed to remit those funds to .the iRS within the time required by law for the relevant 
employment tax quarters: 

a. Second quarter of2007; 
b, Third qu~ter of 2007; 
c. Fourth quarter of 2007; 
d. Fir$t-quatter of 2009;. 
e. Second quarter of2009; 
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f. Third quarter of2009; 
g. Fourth quarter of2009; 
h. First quarter of 201 0; 
i, Second quarter of 201 0; 
J, Third quarter of2010; 
k. Fourth quarter of2010; 
1. First quarter of 20.11; 
m. Second quarter of 2011; 
11. Third quarter of2011; 
o, Fourth quarter of 2011; 
p. First quarter of2012; 
q. Second quartet· of 2012; 
r. Third quarter of 20121 
s. Fourth quarter of 2012; 
t Second quarter of ;w13; 
u. Third quarter of 2013; 
v. Fourth quarter of2013; 
w. First quarter of 2014; 
x, Second quarter of 2014; and 
y. Third quarter of2014. 

13. Defendanes law firm also failed to pay FtJTA taxes to the federal government 
for the benefit of the employees of the law: firm for tax years 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012,,2013, 
and 2014, · 

14. Defendant.knew the law fi® had.legal duties 0) to remit the funds ·withheld 
f9r employtrrent taxes to the IRS within the time periods specified in.the Internal Revenue Code 
and (ii) to report and pay FUT A taxes to the federal government. 

15. On or about 10 March 201S, the IRS filed a tax Hen against Defendant's law 
fl.rm for the unpaid tax balance•of employment taxes, phls penalties and interesti ln the amount 
of: 

a. $23,316.45 for the first quarter of 2009; 
b. $12,734,88 forthe second quarter of 2009; 
c. $ tS,688:83 for the third quarter of.2009; 
d. $22,351.85 for the fourth quarter of2009; 
e. $21,947,45 for the 'first quarter of 2010; 
f. $23,948.31 for the second quartet of2010; 
g. $2:3;346, 17 for the third quarter of 201 0; 
h. $30,769.48 for the fourth quarter of 2010; 
i. $18,028.54 for the first quartet of 2012; 
j. $11,742.03 forthe second quarter of2012; 
k $16,969.21 for the third quarter of2012; 
L $16,070.99 forthe fourth quarter of2012; 
m, $7,997.91 for the second quarter of2013; 
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n. $12,200.27 for the third quarter of 2013; and 
o, $15,083.69 for the fourth quarter of 2013, 

16. On. or about 10 Mm-ch .2015, the IRS filed a, tax lien aga:in$t Defendant's law 
firm for the unpaid tax balance of employment taxes, plus penalties and interest, in the amount 
of: 

a. $9,627.96 for the first quarter of 2014;. 
b. $8,807.25 for the second quarter of 2014; and 
c. $9,033.49 for the third quarter of 2014. 

17, On or about 8 April 20151 the IRS filed. a tax lien against Defendant's law finn 
for the unpaid tax balance of ernploy:men,t taxes, plus penalties.and interest, in the amount of: 

a. $23,053.20 for the first quarter of 2011; 
b.. $21,211.15 for the second quilrter of 20H; 
c, $21,601.59 for the third quarter of201l; and 
d. $17,902.42 for the fourth quarter of 201 '1. 

18. On or about 11 May 2015, the IRS filed a tax lien against Defendant's law firm 
for the unpaid tax balance o:i' employment taxes, plus penalties and interest, in the amount of: 

a. $21,752.17 fot the seco.nd quartet qf 2007; 
b. $21 j402J 1 for the third quarter of 2007; and 
c. $Z l 1073 ,.61 for the fourth qul:\.rtet of 2007. 

19. On or about20 October 2015, the IRS filed a tax lien against Defendant's law 
fmn for the unpaid balance of FtJTA taxes in the amount of: 

a. $422.92 for the tax period ending 31. December 2009; 
b. $372.41 for the tax period ending 31 December 2010; 
c. $485.73 for the tax period ending 31 December 2011 ; 
d. $498.75 for the tax period ending·31 D.ecember 2012; 
e. $481.20 for the tax period endipg 31 Decembel' 2013; arid 
f. $3 04 .3 2 for the tax ,period ending 31 December 2014. 

20. Shortly after Defendant's law firtn was established in 2003; Dc:}fendanCs 
father was diagnosed with a serious ined:ioal condition. Defendant's sister; then a te'Cent 
college graduate.Joined the law ftrn); as a non-lawyer assistant. 

21. As a result of the treatment for his condition, Defendanes father was 
diagnosed with another serious medical condition in or around 2009. This second 
diagnosis soon .rendered Defendant's father unable to participate fully in the management 
of the law film. 
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22. Defendant had managerial and dirt').ct supervisory authority over his sister 
during her employment at the law firm, 

23, Defendant's sister initially performed secretarial work for Defendant iti 
connection to client matters. 

24. Between 2003 and 20091 Defendant's sister gradually acquired additional 
administrative duties with.fa the law firm. 

is. Defendant's sh,ter's duties eventually included serving as the bookkeeper for 
the law fim1 operating account. · 

26. Defendant gave his sisterauthorizatiort to sign his »ame on operating accm.111.t 
checks and tax~related documents without his review. 

27. Defendant knew or should have known that his father was unable to oversee or 
review befertdant's sister's handling; of the fut1ds in the law firm operating account or other 
administrative matters after he was diagnosedwith the second serious medical condition. 

28, Defendant did not adequately oversee or review his sister's handling of the 
funds in the law finn operatihg account ot taX-telated matters. 

29. Defendant's sister unilaterally chose not to file on behalf of the Jaw firm 
required fotrhs concerning. federal employment taxes and FUT A taxes. 

30. Defendanfs sister unifaterally chose :r10t to remit federal en1ployrnent t&;,ces 
withheld and FUTA taxes to the IR$ when fu11ds ih the firm operating account were low. 

31. Defendant's sister concealed and did not inform Defendant and his father of 
letters and no tic.es sent by tl:le IRS to Defendant's law firm as a consequence of its failures to 
file the required forms and remit the associated tax.es .. 

32. As a partner ih the law finn, Defendantwas ultimately :resportsible for ensllrhig 
the firm complied with its legal duties (i) to report and remit the funds withbeld'for employment 
taxes to the IRS within the time pt;;i;iods specified in the Internal Revenue Code and (ii) to 
report and pay FUTA taxes to the lRS. 

33. Defendant failed to ensure that the law finn complied with its legal duties {i) 
to report and remit the funds withheld for employment taxes to the IR$ within the -time periods 
specified in the Internal Revenue Code and (ii) to report.and .pay FUTA taxes to the IRS. . , 

Individual Income Taxes 

34. During calendar years 2010., 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, and 2018, 
Defenda11t's income excf)eded the mio:imu111 threshold above which an individual is required 
to file federal and .state income tax returns. 
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35. For these years, Defendant was aware of the deadlines for filing state and 
federal tax returns .and paying any tax liability. 

36. Defendant failed to .file, within the times required by law, federal income tax 
re:t\lnls showing his tax liability for tax years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, and 
2018, 

3 7. Defendant failed to file, withnt the times required by law, state income tax 
returns showing his tax liability for tax. years 2010, 2011; 2012, 2013, 2'014, 2015, 2016, and 
2018. . 

38. Defendartt failed to pay, within the times. required by law, his federal in.come 
tax liability for tax years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,.2016, and 2018, 

39. Defertd~t failed to pay, within the times required by law, hJs state incornetax 
liability fo:ttaxyears 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, and 2018. 

40. Defendant's failure. to file and pay federal and state income tax retltrns, within 
the times required by law, for tax years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, and 2018 
was willful. 

41. Willful failure to file and pay federal income tax witllin the time required by 
law is a violation of26 U.S.C, § 7203, which is a federal misdemeanor. 

42. Willful failure to file and pay North Carolina ir;lcome tax within th.e time 
requiri;d by .law is a violation ofN.C. Gen. Stat.§ 105 .. 236(a)(9), which is a state misdemeanor; 

Handling of Entrusted Funds in Violation of a Court Order 

43. On l O Aprjl 2012, a C!;>nSent Order of ;Prelimitlary Injunctjon wa:; entered in 
Wake County Superior Court against Defendant 

44. Pur~uant to :the. Con:sent Order, Defendant was "¢hjoined froth accepting or 
receiving.any funds from clients or third parties .in a fiduciary capi;ic;:jty, from withdrawing any 
funds from and/or drawing arty checks or other instruments against any account in which client 
or fiduciary funds have been deposited and :from directing or permitting any employee or agent 
to withdraw funds from and/or to draw any checks or other instruments upon any accm1nt in 
which· client or fiduciary funds have been deposited until and unless expressly permitted by 
subsequent orders of the Court." 

45, The Conse.nt Order remained fo effect until 16 Septerriber 2020. 

46. Between20L5 and 2019, Defendant l'eceivl/d, maintai11~d, and disl)urse.4 fi:om 
his operating account enfrusted funds While he was. enjoined, including, bt1t not limited to, 

The N<;Jrth Carolil)a Stnte B.arv. Gr~gory A, Bl,lllarq, ~ 1 DHC 14 
Consent Order of Discipline 

Pa$e 6 of 16 



funds belonging to H. Oxendine, Mi Oxendine, 1. Locklear, and NorthPoiht Properties and 
Management Group, LLC. 

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and with the consent of the parties, the 
Hearing :Panel milkes the following: 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. AH parties ate properly before the Hearing Panel and the Panel has 
jurisdiction over Defendant, Gregory A. Bullard,.afld the subject matter of this proceeding. 

2. Defendant's conduct, as set forth in the Findings ofFact above, constfrutes 
grounds for discipline purs~nt to N.C .. Gen. Stat§ 84-.28(b)(2) in that Defendant violated 
the Rules of Professional Condi.let as follows: 

(a) By failing to ensure that his law firm timely remitted to ,the IRS the funds 
witl1hetd from his iaw firm employees and timely p!lid the FUT A taxes for 
the employees of his law firm to the IRS, Defendant engaged in conduct 
prejudicial to the administration of justice in viofatiort ofRule 8.4(d); 

(b) :By failing to timely file and pay his 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,2015,2016, 
and 2018 federal and 'State income taxes, Defendant comrtiitted critnh'ii.ll acts 
that reflect adversely on his honesty, trustworthiness, or fttness as a. lawyer in 
vio)(:ltion of R:µl~ 8.4(b) and engaged in conduct involving dishonesty or 
misrepresentation ill Violatlo11 of Rule 8.4( c); aud 

(c) By receiving, maintaining, ahddisburstngfrom his operatlng account entrusted 
funds while be was enjoined from doing so, Defendant engaged in conduct that 
is prejudicial to the administration of justice in violation ofR.Q1e 8.4(d), 

Based. on the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and the con$ent 
of the parties, the Hearing :Panel makes. by dea1\ cogent .and convincing evidence the 
following: 

ADDITIONAL FINDINGS OF FACT R,EGA®ING DJSClPI.,INE 

1. The findings of fa,ct jn paragraphs 1 - 46 above are teincorpotated as.if set 
forth herein. 

2. Derendant was licensed in 2000 and has substantial experience in the 
practice oflaw. Defendant was elected to serve his community as a District Court Judge 
in Robeson County in 2020 and sworn in on 9 January 2021. 
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3. Defendant has prior professional discipline: 

(a) In February 2014, Defendant consented to a five-year stayed suspension 
before the Disciplin~ry I-I.earing ColtrlJ.~iss:ion in case nmnb~r l3 DHC 26 
for failing to prope,:-Ly identify, account fo;r, and maintain entrnste~ funds 
and for failing to comply with: requests from the Trust Account Compliance 
Program of the North Carolina State Bi:rr after he signed a ,contract to 
participate in th.e progra.m; and. 

(b) In February 2016; the Grievance Committee oftheNorth Carolina State Bar 
censured Defendant in grievance file number l 5G0544 for neglecting an 
adoption; failing to co:t:Iittlunicate with.his client, and failifigto superv.\se his 
dffice assistant. 

4. Defendant's condu.ct of receiving, rnaint1;tinh:ig, an<:l disbursing etrti~ted 
funds in his operating account caused potential significantharm by placing entrusted funds 
at risk of being used for Defendant's benefit and/or attached or garnished by taxing 
authorities or creditors. · 

5. Defendant's mismanagement of entrusted funds was not the result .of any 
dishonest intent 

6. A willful failure to file a tax tetum inherently involves an implicit 
.representation to taxing authorities that one did not engage in the taxable event that would 
require one to file a tax return, which was not acc.urate in Defendant's case. 

7. The obligation to file and pay one's taxes Js a legal ~d civic duty shared by 
all citizens. When lawyers fail to comply with.their ta,x obligations, it undennines public 
confidence in th<:l l~gal profession. 

8, Defendant's fai1ure to make reasonable efforts to ensure that his sister's 
conduct was compatible with his law finri's legal obligations resulted ilisignificanthann 
in that the withheld income taxes, Social Security taxes, and Medicare taxes were not 
timely reported or paid over for the firm's employees and the unemployment taxes were 
not timely reported or paid for the firm's employees. 

9. Throughout the time period of the conduct found in vi.olation .of the Rules 
of Professfonal Conduct, Defendant's father struggled wlth ,multiple serious health 
con.ditions, w}th his father's health significantly deteriorating in about 2009, ultimately 
leading to his father's death in 2020. Defendant was strngg'ling with grief over his father's 
declining health as well as with attempting to take on additional work and responsibilities 

. . .. / 

during this time. 

10. Defendant has taken steps toward satisfying his outstanding individual 
income tax obligations and those ofthe law fmn 1 including, but not.limited to entering info 
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two separate payment plans with the IRS. However, Defendant is not currently in 
compliance with the terms of those payment plans. 

11. Defendant actively participated iilthis disciplinary ptoceeding. 

12. befondant enjoys an excellent reputation in his' community. 

Based. on the foregoing Firtdings of Pact, Conclusions of Law, Findings of Fact 
Regarding Discipline1 and the consent of the parties, the Hearing Panel enters the 
following: 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW REGARDING OISCil'LlNE 

l . The Hearing Pa:rtel has carefully considered all of the diffete.nt forms of 
discipline available to it, including admonition, reprimand; censure, suspension and 
disbarment. 

2. The Hearing Panel has considered all of the factors enumerated in 27 
N.G.A.C. lB § .0116(£)(1) and detennines the following factors are applicable in this 
matter: 

( a) intent of the defendant to commit acts where the harm or potential hann is. 
foreseeable; and 

(b) acts of dishonesty or misrepresentation, specifically with respect to 
Defendanes failure to timely file federal and state individual in<;ome tax 
retur:ns. 

3. The Hearing Pan.¢1 has considered the factors epumerated in 27 N:C.A.C. 
lB.§.0116(1)(2)oftheRules and Regulations of the North Carolina State Bar and, although 
there is an applicable factor from this section, the Hearing Panel determines that disba11uent 
is not nei:;essary for the protection of the public in light ofthe·unique circumstances in this 
case. 

4. The Hearing Panel has considered all of the factors enumerated in 27 
N.C.A.C. lB § .0116(±)(3) of the Rules and Regulations of the North Carolina State Bar 
and determines that the following factors ate applicable in this matter: 

( a) Prior disciplinary offenses; 

(b) Absence of dishonest or selfish motive; 

(c) Timely good faith efforts to make restitution or to.rectify consequences of 
misconduct; 

( d) A pattern of misconduct; 

The North Carolina State Bar v, Gi:egoryA. Bullard, 21 DHC 14 
Consent. Order of' Discip1irte · 

Page 9of 1~ 



(e) Multiple offenses; 

(f) Effect of any personal or emotional problems on the conduct in question; 

(g) Full and free disclosure to the bearing panel or cooperative attitude toward 
the proceedings; 

(h) Remorse; 

(i) Character or reputation; and 

U) Degree of experience in the practice oflaw. 

5. A censure, reprimand, or admonition would be insufficient discipline 
beeause of the gravity of the .significant harm and potential significartt hatm to the 
administration of justice, the legal profession; and the public caused by Defendant's 
conduct. 

6. The pijblic will be adeq1,1ately protected by stayed susr-mnsjon of 
Defenq;rnes lice9se, inch1ding cqnditions designed to ensure protection oft.he pu~lic and 
continued compliance with the Rules of Professional Conduct. 

7. The Hearing Panel determines that discipline short of stayed suspension 
would not adequately protectthepublic, the legal profession or the administration or justice 
foi' the following reasons: 

(a) The factors under Rule .0l16(f)(l) are of a nature that support imposition 
of a stayed suspension as the appropriate discipline; and 

(b) Entry of an. order imposing less serious discipline would fail to 
aclcn.owledge the seriousn(:)ss of the: offel1$es Defendant committed an4 
would sendthe wrong message to attorneys and to the public regarding the 
conduct expected of members ,oftbe Bar of this state. 

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, Flndihgs of Fact 
Regarding Discipline, Conclusions of Law Regarding Discipline, and the coli~ent of the 
parties, th~ Hearing Panel hereby enters the fol1owing: · 

QRDER OF DISCIPLlNE 

l. The law Hcense of Defendant, Gregory A. Bullard, fa hereby suspended for 
three years, effective upon filing of this. Consent Order of Discipline with the Clerk. The 
suspension is stayed immediately as set forth herein, subject to the terms of ·paragraph 3 
below. 
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2, The administrative fees and costs of this action are tft){ed to Defendant. 
Defendant must .pay tha .administrative fees and ,costs of this actfort within 30 .days of 
service upon him of the statement.of administrative fees and costs by the Secretary.. 

3, The three~year suspension is stayed for a period of five years as long as 
Defopd~nt complies and continues to comply with the fo1lowing conditions: 

( a) if Defendant does not intend to. handle entrusted funds or open or 9perate a 
trt1st account during; the period of stayed suspimsion, then for as long as 
D~fendll!lt is not ham;iling entrusted or fiduciary funds or maintaining an 
attorney trust account; on a quarterly basis Defendl:ltlt shall submit to the 
Office of Counsel an affidavit certifying that he did not handle any entrusted 
or fiduciary funds in the preceding quarter and is not maintaining an 
attorney trust account. thts affidavit shall be executed and provided to the 
Office of Counsel by the 30th day of the following mo11th following the 'end 
ofeaoh quarter; 

(b) If Defendant mailltains a trust account during the period of stayed 
suspensionj he shalltetain a trUst account monitor approved by the. Office 
of Counsel who shall provide semi~annual written reports to the State Bar 
confirming that, at all thl:).es during the p(;lriod of each written report, 
Defendartt mai:o:tait1ed in his trust acco~nt all client funds or other entrusted 
funds he was required to maintain in trust and that Defendant has at all times 
relevant to et1ch suc:h report been in cornplilince with all requirements of the 
Rules of Professional Co11duct regarding safekeeping property (which are 
,currently codified in Rules 1.15-2 and 1.15~3). The ,audit shall address all 
items on the Report Template form :which will be provided by th~ State Bar 
to Defendant Defendant shall be solely responsible fot the CQ$t of 
compliance with this paragraph; 

( c) For all payment agreements Defendant has entered into or will enter into 
with the IRS to pay all 01.1tstanding taxes, penalties, and interest owed by 
Defendant and/or Defendant's law firm, Defendant shatl provide a copy of 
such payment agreements to the Office of Counsel within 30 days of the 
effective date ofthis Consent Order or within 30 days of the entry of any 
payment agreements entered into dudrtg the period of stayed suspe1:1sion; 

( d) Defendant shall, within 18.0 days of the effective tiate of this O:mse:nt Qrde1\ 
cure all failure(s) to comply with the terms of all payment agreements 
referenced in paragraph 3(c) above that exist as of the effective date of this 
CoD$ent Order or any supersedlng payment agreements reached with the 
IRS 11fter the effective date .of this Consent Order. Defendant shall, within 
180 days of the effective date of this Consent Order, bring himself into 
compUance with the terms of aJl existing payment agreements by 'makifig 
ali payments necessary to bring cutrent all required piiytnent(s) Defe11dant 
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has missed since entering into such payment agreement(s) with the !RS or 
demonstrate his compliance with any superseding payment agreements 
reached with the IRS after the effective date of this Consent Order .. 
Defendant shall provide proof of his satisfaction of the tequitements of this 
paragraph within 210 days of the effective date of :thjs Consent Order; 

( e) Defendant shall provide proof of all payments made pursuant to aU payment 
agreement~ with the IRS within l0 days of each payment by l)ef~l'.J.dant; 

(f) Defendant sha11 timely file all state and fcdera1 tax returns and timely pay 
all state and federal taxes during the period of stayed suspension, including, 
but not limited to, individual income taxes, employment taxes, and 
unemployment taxes. Timeliness shall be determined based oil the filing 
deadlines established by the DOR and the IRS. If Defendant obtains art 

extension of time to file any tax return, :Defendant must provide prdof that 
the extension was approved by the applicable tax authority to the Office of 
Counsel within IO days of the approval of the request for extension; 

(g) Pefendant shall provide to the Office of Counsel copies of a.11 stat,e and 
federal tax returns filed during the period of stayed suspension within 10 
days of the date such returns were :riled by Defendant; 

(h) Defendant shall provide to the Office of Counsel proof ·of payment of all 
state and federal taxes due during the period of stayed suspension within 10 
days of payment of such taxes by Defendant; 

(i) Defendant shall provjde to the Office of Coun.sel copies of ~1 
· correspondence. sent to the DOR or the IRS by Defendant or received bY, 

Defenda,nt from the DOR and IRS during the period of stayed suspension 
within 10 days after the correspondence was sent by Defendant or received 
by Defendant; · 

d) Defendant shall provide to the Office of Counsel summaries of all ora1 
co:tnmunications between the DOR and/or the IRS and Defendant during 
the. period of active suspension within 1 O days of such communication; 

(le) DefendMt shall execute a DOR Fotm Gen:".93 (Tax. Informa.tiot1 
Authori.zation for Taxpay:¢r Re:cords) annually ~\lthorizing tb.e Office of 
Cotinsel. to obtain all records related to Defendant's State inGome and 
employment taxes for th.e precedingyea,r. The executed authorizations shall 
be delivered to the State Bar on Juiy 1 of each ca1endar year; 

(t) Defendant shall. remain. current in payment of all State Bar Membei'ship 
du.es, fees; and costs) including all Client Security Fund assessments and 

The North Catolfoa State Bar v. 'Gregory A Bullard, '21 PHC 14 
Consent Order of Discipline 

P,i:g~ 12of16 



other charges or sm-charges that the Sfate Bar is authorized to collect from 
him, including all judicial district dnes, fees,. and assessments;. 

(n1)Defendant shall timely comply with his North Carolina State Bar CLE 
req\1irements as set forth inN.C. Admin. Code ID§ .1518 and pay all fees 
i,tn,d .costs assessed by the applicable deadline. Defendant shall provide proof 
of the same to the Office of Counsel within IO days ofcompleting each CLE 
course; 

(n) Defendant shall complete three additional hours of CLE on the topic of trust 
account management each year dUl'.irtg the stay of this susp¢nsiort, Afleast 
one of the three hours .of CLE shall be a course taught by·the Trust Acco:w:i,t 
Compliance Counsel for the North Carolina State Bar. This CLE 
requirement is in addition to the requirements set forth in N.C. Admin. Code 
ID§ .1518(a); 

(o) Defendant shall respond to all communications from the North Carolina 
State Bar, including communJcatfo~s from the Attorney Cliertt Assistance 
Program, within 30 days ofreceipt of the commutricatfon ot by the deadline 
stated in the communication, whichever is sooner, and shall participate in 
good faith in the State Bar's fee dispute resolution program for any :petition 
received during the pe1iod of stay; 

(p) Defendant shi.ul promptly accept service.of all certified mail that is sent to 
him from the State Bar; 

( q) Defe:ndant $hall not vloiate the Rules of Professional Conduct or the laws 
of the United States or of any state or local government, other than minor 
traffic violations, during the period of stay; and 

(r) Defendant shall keep the State Bar Membership Department advised of his 
current business and home addresses. befendant shall notify the. State Bar 
of any change in address within ten days of such change. His curren.t 
business addtess must be a street address, not a post office box- oi: drawer, 

4. If Defe11dant fails to comply with any of the ·CQnditiqns of the stayed 
suspension provjded in paragraph 3( a) through (r), the stay of the suspensfon may be lifted 
as provided in 27 N,C. Admin. Code lB § .0118(a) of the North Carolina State Bar 
Discipline and Disability R1.1les. 

5. Ifthe stay of the suspension is lifted and the suspension is activated for any 
reason, the DHC may enter an order imposing such conditions as it deems proper fot the 
reinstatement of Defendant's license at the end of the suspension. In. addition to any s.uch 
conditions, Defertdant must establish tne following by qlea,r; cqgent, c,IJIQ ceinYincing 
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evidence prior to being reinstated to the practice of law after any pe1fod of active 
susp(;)rtsion: 

(a) that Defendant is current on all his tax law obligations to all taxing 
authorities, including bi1t not limited to, satisfying all tax liens that have 
been or may be filed,· and being current on n Hng and payment requirements 
for all tax obligations. For all payment agreements Defendant has entered 
into or wm enter .into With the IRS to pay all outstanding taxes, penalties, 
arid interest owed by Defertdant and/or Defendant's law firm, Defendailt 
must demonstraJe that he has timely complied with the tehhs of those 
agreements throughout the entire period of active suspension; 

(b) That Defendant cured any failures to comply with the terms of the payment 
· agreements Defendant has with the IRS to pay aii outstanding taxes, 

penaltfes, and interest owed by Defendant and/or Defendant's law firm that 
existed as of the effective date of this Consent Order; 

(c) That Defendant timely filed all state and federal tax returns and timely paid 
all state .and federal taxes during ihe period of stayed suspension. Timeliness 
shall be detennined based ort the filing deadlines established by the DOR 
and the IRS; 

(d) That Defendant submitted bis law licen,se and membership card to the 
Secretary ofthe North Carolina State Bar within 30 days of the date of the 
otder lifting the stay and/or activating the suspension ofhis law license; 

(e) That Defendant provided to the Office of Counsel copies .of all 
correspondence sent to the DOR and IRS by Defendant and all 
correspondence received by Defendant from the DOR and IRS during the 
period of active suspension; 

(f) That Defendant provided to the Office of Couns~I summaries of idl o.ral 
communications between Defendant, on the one hand., and the bOR or the 
IRS, on the other .hand during the period of active suspension; 

(g) That Defendant properly wound down his law practice and complied with 
the provisions of 27 N;C. Adtrti:n. Gode 1B § .0128 following entry of the 
.order lifting the stay and/or a(:;tivating the suspension of his law license; 

(h) That Defendant timely paid all administrative fees and costs assessed 
against him in this proceeding as reflected on the statement of 
administrative fees ahd costs served upon him by the Secretaiy ofthe North 
Carolina State Bar; · 
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(i) That withlrt 15 days of the effective date M the order lifting the stay and/or 
activating the suspension of his law Hce.nse, Defendant provided the Nqrth 
Ca:rolinaState Bar Office of Counsel with an.address and telephone number 
at whkh clients seeking return of files cou1d communicate with Defendant 
and obtain su.cb flies; · 

U) That Defendant provided within 10 days client files to all clients who made 
a request for return oftheit files; 

(k} That Defendant kept the Norlh Carolina State B.at Membership Department 
advised of his cqtrent physical business and home addresses (not post~office 
box or drawer addresses)1 telephone number(s). and e-mail address(es) and 
notified the State Bat Membership Depamnent of f).11)' chat1ge in address 
within. 10 days of such change; 

(l) That Defenda,nt provided full and complete responses to all 
cqmmunications from the North Carolina State Bar and provided all 
requested docmnentatfonin response to all communications from the North 
Catolirta. State Bat, including letters of notice, requests for ii:ifotmation~ a,~d 
cotintm:nica:tions · from the Attorney Client Assistance Program (ACAP), 
within 15 days of receipt of siich communication or by the deadline stated 
in the contrnunication, whichevet is sooner, and participated .in good faith 
in the .State Bar1s fee dispute resolution ,program for any petition that was 
pending at the time of the entry of this Consent Order or or which he 
received notice after entry of the Consent Order; 

(m) That, at the time of his petition for reinstatement, Defendant is current in 
payment of all North Caro1ini). State Bar membership dues, fees and ~osts, 
including all Client Security Fund assess.ments imd. other cfo~rges or 
surcharges the State Bar is authorized to collect from him, jnciuding all 
judicial district dues, fees,. and assessmemts; 

(:n) That, at the tlme of his petition for reinstatement, there is :tio deficit in 
Defendai1t's completion of mandatory CLE hours, in reporting of such 
hours, or in payment of any fees and costs associated With attendance at 
CLE programs; 

(o) That, Defendant completed, :withirt the 6 months that immediately preceded 
his petition for reinstatement; 3 hours of CL.E in the area of trust accoupt 
management l:clpproved by the North Carolina State Bar Office of Counsel; 

(p) That Defendant did not engage in the unauthorized practice of law during 
th~ period of active suspeQs19n; ~nd 
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( q) That Dcfon<lunt did npl vlnlnlc the Rules n( Prolcssionill Condt1d ol' North 
Cnroli1in or of nny otlwr jurisdit-lion in which hr Ls license(! lo prnclicc lnw 
or the laws M the l Jnitcd Sl!ltcs or of mi~' stale or loeol government, otlwr 
thn.n minM trnfffe vfolntioni; · 

6. If the slny or suspension is lil\cd nnd lhc suspension is 11i:1iv;t1cd for :my 
rcuson. und if Drtt·ndant foils to fully to111pl>· with 27 N,C. Admin. CodG IH ;i .014 8 .. 
Defr11dtt11t sholl rcimhurt-ll' the Nnrth 01rdliM Stntc llar for nn~· cx1icnscs incurred hy the 
S!uh: .Bui· i.n winding dt)Wn l)d~11J,m1 '5 practice. Such expense$ oniy incl.Ude, hut arc tiol 
I imited to, ~torngc facility foes. rent payments, moving expenses, charges for secure 
disposal of d i~11t Cilc-s, postage or other mail i11g expenses, und co111pensalion paid lo the 
appbitHed m1stcc and/or the trustee's nssistnnt(s) for time and travel nssociated with the 
tfustceship. The Stµ~e Bur shall $e11d 1:111 invoke of lhccxp~nscs incurred by the State Bur 
in win'1iqg down Defonor111t's practice to Dc1'<mdn11t pt the nddrc:.ss on file with th~ State 
Bar Membership Department. Defondt\llt shull puy the expenses withi.n thirty -qay~ _Qf the 
State Bar mailing the invoice to him. 

7. Unl¢ss Ptfehda11t'.s obligations i.Jlld.er this Order arc modified by t\1rther 
order of the Disciplinary Hearing Commission (DHC), Defendant's obligations \.lnder this 
Order end five years from the et1ective date of this Order, provkied there ilr~ 110 pending 
motions to activate the suspet1sio11 of his law license alleging lack of compljance with the 
conditions ofthe stay of the suspe11sion. 

8. The DHC will retain jurisdiction 9fthi$ m~t.t.er pwswmt to 27 N.C. Adm in. 
Code I B R .0 l 18(a). 

Signed .. by th~ undersigne_d .c. hair w~e kno~l.ed~e and consent of the other 
members of the Hl!anng Panel, this ts the ~ day of »..~023. 

CONSENTED TO: 

Savani1ah 13. Perry, Deputy Counsel 
· Counsel for Plaihtiff · 

Jennjfcr /\. Porter, Deruty Counsel 
Counsel for filalntiff 

Shannon R Joseph 
Hearing Panel Chair 

·. ·.' ' ~~ 

Gregor:)' A Bullard, betend~11t 

Alon M. Sch1.1cider 
Counsel /or Defendant 
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