


Officers 
 

Peter Bolac 
NCSB Secretary/Executive Director 
217 E. Edenton St. 
PO Box 25908 (Zip 27611) 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
District 10 
919/828-4620 
Spouse’s Name: Corey 
pbolac@ncbar.gov

Councilors 
 

Thomas D. Anglim 
District Attorney 
2nd Prosecutorial District 
PO Draw 1705 
Washington, NC  27889 
District 2 
252/940-4060 
Year term began: 2020 
Spouse’s name: Kim 
Thomas.D.Anglim@nccourts.org  

Judge Julie L. Bell 
POBox 351 
Raleigh, NC 27602  
District 10 
919/630-0746 
Year term began: 2020 
Julie.L.Bell.@nccourts.org

Judge A. Todd Brown 
NCSB Past-President 
North Carolina Business Court 
832 East Fourth Street, Suite 9600 
Charlotte, NC 28202 
District 26 
704/686-0111 
todd.brown@nccourts.org

Matthew W. Smith 
NCSB President 
610 Henry St. 
PO Box 507 
Eden, NC 27288 
District 22 
336/623-4491 
Spouse’s name: Michelle 
matthewsmith@maddreylaw.com 

Harold Lee Boughman Jr. 
Adams, Burge & Boughman, PLLC 
PO Box 190 
Fayetteville, NC 28302 
District 14 
910/223-1400 
Year term began: 2019 
Spouse’s name: Jennifer 
lee.boughman@abb-law.com

Katherine Ann Frye 
NCSB President-Elect 
Oak City Family Law 
7901 Strickland Road, Suite 108 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
District 10 
919/846-8807 
katherine@oakcityfamilylaw.com 

Judge Takiya Lewis Blalock 
PO Box 112 
Ahoskie, NC 27910.  
District 7 
252/358-7080  
Year term began: 2019 
tlewisblalock@yahoo.com 

Charles Gordon Brown 
Brown & Bunch, PLLC 
101 N. Columbia Street 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
District 18 
919/968-1111 
Year term began: 2017 
Spouse’s name: LeAnn 
gbrown@brownandbunch.com 

Gill Beck 
United States Attorney's Office 
Western District of North Carolina  
100 Otis Street 
Asheville, NC 28801 
District 40 
828/259-0645 
Year term began: 2025 
gill.beck@usdoj.gov 

James Thomas (Tom) 
Burnette 
Edmundson & Burnette, LLP 
PO Box 428 
Oxford, NC 27565 
District 11 
919/693-7087 
Year term began: 2019 
tburnette@enblaw.com  

Judge George M. Cleland IV 
District Court Judge 
PO Box 21477 
Winston-Salem, NC 27120 
District 31 
336/414-3385 
Year term began: 2019 
Spouse’s name: Melissa 
gmcfour@gmail.com

Kevin G. Williams 
NCSB Vice-President 
Bell, Davis & Pitt, PA 
PO Box 21029 
Winston-Salem, NC 27120-1029 
District 31 
336/714-4150 
Spouse’s name: Aimee 
kwilliams@belldavispitt.com 

Crawford H. Cleveland III 
Office of General Counsel 
Appalachian State University 
438 Academy Street 
Boone, NC 28608 
District 35 
828/434-3883 
Year term began: 2025 
Spouse's name: Brynn 
clevelandch@appstate.edu 



Daryl G. Davidson Sr. 
The Law Office of Daryl G. 
Davidson, Sr. 
309 Davie Ave.   
Statesville, NC 28677 
District 32 
704/871-9000 
Year term began: 2021 
daryl@statesvillelaw.com  

Judge Jeffrey B. Foster 
Post Office Box 835 
100 West Third St. 
Greenville, NC 27835-0835 
District 3 
252/695-7260 
Year term began: 2024 
Jeffery.b.foster@nccourts.org 

Dionne Loy Fortner 
PO Box 708 
Smithfield, NC 27577 
District 13 
919/934-4000 
Year term began: 2020 
dfortner@wrflaw.com    

Fred W. DeVore III 
DAS Law Group, PA 
438 Queens Road 
Charlotte, NC 28207     
District 26 
704/377-5242 
Year term began: 2023 
Spouse’s name: Amy 
fdevore@devact.com 

Scott C. Hart 
Sumrell Sugg 
PO Drawer 889 
New Bern, NC 28563 
District 4 
252/633-3131 
Year term began: 2020 
Spouse’s name: Nicole 
shart@nclawyers.com

James Wade Harrison 
Harrison Whitaker, PLLC 
3132 Commerce Place Ste. C 
Burlington, NC 27215 
District 17 
336/517-0087 
Year term began: 2023 
Spouse’s name: Ellen 
wade.harrison@harrisonwhitakerlaw.com

Judge Patrice A. Hinnant 
122 North Elm Street, Suite 805 
Greensboro, NC 27401 
District 24 
336/373-8874 
Year term began: 2019 
patricehinnant@hotmail.com  

Patricia (Patti) Head 
Public Member 
232 Clint Road 
Littleton, NC 27850 
919/696-1669   
Appointed: 2020 
pattihead01@gmail.com

Jonathan Mark Herring 
807 N. Queen St. 
Kinston, NC 28501 
District 9 
252/523-3100  
Year term began: 2022 
mark.herring.lawyer@gmail.com 

Evin Grant 
MSC 1331  
Raleigh, NC 27699-1331 
District 10 
919/308-3648 
Year term began: 2024 
evin.grant@gmail.com  

Nancy L. Grace 
4350 Lassiter at North Hills Avenue, 
Suite 360  
Raleigh, North Carolina 27609  
District 10 
919/787-4040 
Year term began: 2023 
nancy@wakefamilylawgroup.net 
 

Anna M. Davis 
Raleigh City Attorney’s Office 
One Exchange Plaza, 10th Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
District 10 
Year term began: 2025 
anna.davis@raleighnc.gov 

Jessica B. Heffner 
4101 Lake Boone Trail, Suite 300 
PO Box 17803 
Raleigh, NC 27619 
District 10 
919/865-1120 
Year term began: 2025 
jheffner@wyrick.com 
 

Stacy C. Cordes 
Cordes Law, PLLC 
1057 East Morehead Street, Suite 120 
Charlotte, NC 28204 
District 26 
704/332-3565 
Year term began: 2025 
stacy@cordes-law.com 

Milton "Heath" Gilbert Jr. 
Baucom Claytor Benton Morgan et al 
PO Box 35246  
200 Providence Road, Suite 106 
Charlotte, NC 28235 
District 26 
704/376-6527 
Year term began: 2025 
hgilbert@baucomclaytor.com 
  

Judge Nathan Hunt Gwyn, III 
4902 Asbury Dr 
Monroe, NC 28110 
District 30 
704/953-8402 
Year term began: 2025 
huntgwyn@msn.com

Shawn L. Fraley 
Barnes, Grimes, Bunce & Fraley, PLLC 
PO Box 476 
Lexington, NC 27293 
District 33 
336/249-9128 
Year term began: 2025 
shawnfraley@bgbflawoffice.com

Judge W. Allen Cobb Jr. 
PO Box 188 
Wrightsville Beach, NC 28480 
District 6 
910/617-5744 
Year term began: 2017 
Spouse’s name: Debra 
cobbwaj@aol.com



Kevin Joseph Kiernan 
PO Box 1072 
101 W. Main Street 
Clinton, NC 28329 
District 5 
910/592-5137 
Year term began: 2019 
kiernan@skalawyers.com

Michael A. Lovejoy 
200 N. Grove Street, Suite 93 
Hendersonville, NC 28792 
District 42 
828/694-4270 
Year term began: 2020 
m.allen.lovejoy@gmail.com 

Judge Thomas B. Langan 
District Court Judge 
201 East Kapp Street, PO Box 456 
Dobson, NC 27017 
District 23 
336/386-3752 
Year term began: 2022 
Spouse’s name: Jennifer 
tblangan@hotmail.com

George V. Laughrun II 
301 S McDowell St Ste 602 
Charlotte, NC 28204 
District 26 
704/372-2770 
Year term began: 2022 
Spouse’s name: Robbin 
gvern2@aol.com 

Joshua D. Malcolm 
PO Box 295 
Pembroke, NC 28372 
District 20 
910/674-1178 
Year term began: 2020 
Spouse’s name: Meloria 
attyjdmalcolm@gmail.com

John D. Leidy 
Hornthal, Riley, Ellis & Maland 
301 East Main St. 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909 
District 1 
252/698-0201 
Year term began: 2023 
Spouse’s name: Lee 
jleidy@hrem.com

Craig T. Lynch 
Parker, Poe, Adams & Bernstein, LLP  
620 South Tryon Street, Suite 800 
Charlotte, NC 28202 
District 26 
704/335-9034 
Year term began: 2023 
Spouse’s name: Mitzi 
craiglynch@parkerpoe.com  

Judge Dorothy Hairston 
Mitchell  
PO Box 806 
Durham, NC 27702  
District 16 
919/808-3012 
Year term began: 2017 
Spouse’s name: Casey 
dhairston21@msn.com

Gena Graham Morris 
James McElroy & Diehl, PA 
525 N. Tryon Street, Suite 700 
Charlotte, NC 28202 
District 26 
704/372-9870 
Year term began: 2019 
GMorris@jmdlaw.com  

Michael Randolph Neece 
102 E Main Ave 
PO Box 1933 
Gastonia, NC 28052 
District 38 
704/862-0148 
Year term began: 2021 
michael@neecelawfirm.com 

Kimberly A. Moore 
Federal Public Defender  
150 Fayetteville St., Ste. 450 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
District 10 
919/856-4236 
Year term began: 2022 
kimberly_moore@fd.org

Zeyland G. McKinney Jr. 
135 Peachtree Street, Suite 2 
Murphy, NC 
District 43 
828/837-9973 
Year term began: 2022 
zmckinney2@gmail.com  

Bobby Khan 
PO Box 2316 
Monroe, NC 28111 
District 28 
704/282-2155 
Year term began: 2024 
allisondkhan@gmail.com

Meredith Nicholson 
113 Broadway St.  
Durham, NC 27701 
District 16 
919/883-4900 
Year term began: 2022 
meredith@nicholsonpham.com 

Judge Vance B. Long 
924 Parkview Street 
Asheboro, NC 27203 
District 37 
336/328-3199 
Year term began: 2022 
vbl80cu@gmail.com

Photo Not 
Available

Kathleen E. Nix 
601-B Eastchester Drive 
High Point, NC 27262 
District 24H 
336/841-7771 
Year term began: 2021 
knix@knixlaw.com

T. Gregory Jones 
122 N. Lee St. 
Salisbury, NC 28144 
District 27 
704/633-3446 
Year term began: 2022 
Spouse’s name: Kristie 
gjones@leestreetlawyers.com 

Samantha McKenzie Holmes  
Public Member 
Fayetteville State University, Chief of 
Staff 
5716 Terrier Place 
Morrisville, NC 27560 
336/965-2042 
Year term began: 2023 
smhargrove@uncfsu.edu 



Rebecca J. Pomeroy  
PO Box 38 
Lincolnton, NC 28093 
District 39 
704/735-1423 
Year term began: 2017 
Spouse’s name: Todd 
rpomeroy@jonaslaw.com

Michael R. Ramos 
Ramos Law Firm 
PO Box 2019 
Shallotte, NC 28459 
District 15 
910/754-7557 
Year term began: 2017 
Spouse’s name: Faith 
mramos@atmc.net 

Judge Robert B. Rader 
2203 The Circle 
Raleigh, NC 27608 
District 10 
919/971-8441 
Year term began: 2017 
Spouse’s name: Megg 
JudgeRBRader@gmail.com

F. Davis Poisson III 
Poisson, Poisson & Bower 
300 E. Wade Street 
Wadesboro, NC 28170 
District 21 
919/906-0113  
Year term began: 2021 
davis@poissonlaw.com 
 

Manisha P. Patel 
PO Box 10465 
Greensboro, NC 27404 
District 24 
336/203-8882 
Year term began: 2022 
manisha.p.patel@gmail.com 

Michael B. Peters 
County Attorney 
PO Box 10  
Tarboro, NC 27886 
District 8 
252/641-6760 
Year term began: 2022 
Spouse’s name: Meredith  
michaelpeters@edgecombeco.com 

Timika Shafeek-Horton 
Duke Energy 
Charlotte, NC 
District 26 
704/382-6373 
Year term began: 2022 
Timika.Shafeek-Horton@ 
duke-energy.com

William F. Rogers Jr. 
Billick Rogers Family Law 
404 Penny Lane 
Concord, NC 28025 
District 25 
704/788-3262 
Year term began: 2023 
Spouse’s name: Nanda 
bill@billickrogers.com  

John G. Vannoy 
Vannoy, Bentley & York PLLC 
P.O. Box 600 
Wilkesboro, NC  28697 
336-990-9800 
District 34 
336/667-7201 
Year term began: 2023 
Spouse’s name: Beth 
jay@vannoylaw.com  

Judge Jason E. Ramey 
PO Box 35 
Wentworth, NC 27375 
District 22
336/634-6010 
Year term began: 2023 
Spouse’s name: Miranda 
jeramey@Liberty.edu 

Merrimon Burwell Oxley 
138 S. Broadway St. 
Forest City, NC 28043 
District 41 
828/245-7366 
Year term began: 2022 
mboxley@wolfandoxleylaw.com 

Matthew Rothbeind  
PO Box 656 
Carthage, NC 28327 
District 29 
910-947-6806 
Year term began: 2024 
Spouse’s name: Barbara 
mrothbeind@gmail.com

Damon Seils  
Public Member 
605 W Main St #304 
Carrboro, NC 27510 
Year term began: 2023 
damon.seils@gmail.com  

Judge Ashleigh S. Parker 
PO Box 351 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
District 10 
919/792-4805 
Year term began: 2025 
ashleigh.s.parker@nccourts.org 

Timothy J. "TJ" Rohr 
606 College Ave SW 
Lenoir, NC 28645 
District 36 
828/758-9110 
Year term began: 2025 
tj@lenoirlawyers.com 
 

Judge Nancy Black Norelli 
866 Cherokee Road 
Charlotte, NC 28207 
District 26 
704/957-0122 
Year term began: 2025 
nancyblacknorelli@gmail.com



State Bar Staff 
 

Yvette Alvarez 
Payroll and Benefits Administrator, 
Ext. 210 
Coordinates employee benefits and pay-
roll functions for the State Bar. Employed 
with Bar: 2021. Education: BA in busi-
ness administration, Baruch College. 
 

Carmen H. Bannon 
Counsel, Ext. 283 
Counsel to the North Carolina State 
Bar. Employed with Bar: 2006. Edu-
cation: BS, Brown University; JD, 
UNC. Related experience: associate 
adjunct professor of law at UNC; 
2020 president, Wake County Bar As-
sociation. 
 

Jessica Arnold 
Deputy Counsel, Ext. 213 
Prosecutes lawyers in disciplinary cases. 
Employed with Bar: 2022. Education: 
BA, political science, North Carolina 
State University; BA, Spanish, North 
Carolina State University; JD, Campbell 
University. Related experience: almost 
nine years in private practice. Spouse’s 
name: James 
 

Todd Bascom 
Intake Coordinator, Ext. 297 
Receives, reviews, and distributes in-
coming grievances and written in-
quiries. Employed with Bar: 2019. 
Education: BA in criminology, MA in 
forensic psychology, John Jay College 
(CUNY); Paralegal Certificate, UNC-
Chapel Hill. Related experience: 12 
years as a paralegal and insurance fraud 
investigator. 

Kelly Beck 
Assistant Director for Membership 
and CLE Compliance, Ext. 246  
Tracks and enforces attorney compli-
ance with the membership, IOLTA, 
CLE, and judicial district bar require-
ments. Employed with Bar: 2007. Ed-
ucation: BS in education from 
NCSU.  

Joy Belk  
Managing Director, Paralegal Certifica-
tion, Ext. 291 
Manages the paralegal certification 
program. Employed with Bar: 2013. 
Education: MA, Liberty University; 
BA, East Carolina University; paralegal 
certificate, Meredith. Related experi-
ence: over 15 years of paralegal experi-
ence. Spouse’s name: Walter 
 

Colleen Bishop 
Administrative Assistant, IOLTA, Ext. 
216 
Assists the IOLTA department with daily 
functions and operations of the program. 
Employed with Bar: 2021. Education: 
BA in criminal justice, Elizabeth City 
State University. Related experience: legal 
assistant and client specialist. 

Peter Bolac 
Executive Director, Ext. 282 
Sworn in as executive director/secretary in 
2024 and is also the State Bar's legislative 
liaison. Previously served as trust account 
compliance counsel and as the State Bar’s 
assistant executive director and director of 
the Board of Continuing Legal Educa-
tion. Employed with Bar: 2010. Educa-
tion: BA, Wake Forest; JD, University of 
Memphis. Spouse’s name: Corey   

Lexi Bilski 
Administrative Assistant, Office of 
Counsel, Ext. 275 
Administrative assistant to the staff of 
the Office of Counsel. Employed with 
Bar: 2024. Education: BA in psychology 
and criminal justice, University of South 
Carolina.  
 

Lori Brooks 
Paralegal, Ext. 232 
Assistant to deputy counsel, Client 
Security Fund, and the Authorized 
Practice Committee. Employed with 
Bar: 2003. Education: BA in history, 
Barton College.

Delia M. Brown 
LAP Operations Coordinator, Ext. 
269 
Coordinates all operating procedures 
of the LAP program, including CLE, 
communications, LAP outreach, and 
database operation. Employed with 
Bar: 2014. Related experience: supervi-
sory background in customer service.

Becky Carroll 
Chief of Staff, Office of Counsel, Ext. 
234 
Assistant to Office of Counsel. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2005. Education: BS 
in criminal justice and criminology, 
Barton College. Spouse’s name: 
Jonathan 

Matt Brock 
Senior Accountant, Ext. 202 
Performs A/P functions for the Bar 
and provides assistance to the con-
troller. Employed with Bar: 2018. Ed-
ucation: BA, University of Mary 
Washington, Fredericksburg, VA. Re-
lated experience: former North Car-
olina state auditor and accountant at 
UNC. Spouse’s name: Michelle 

Choung Chhan 
Facilities Manager, Ext. 211 
Manages facilities, security, and parking. 
Employed with Bar: 2021. Education:  
BS, UNC-Charlotte. Related experience: 
20 years of hotel and retail building man-
agement. Spouse’s name: Tam

Maritza Castañeda 
Administrative Assistent, Ext. 228 
Schedules and tracks random audit 
reports, prepares TAC audit packets, 
and assistis TAC participants. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2024. Education: 
Bachelor’s degree in political science, 
NCCU. Related experience: Parale-
gal/legal assistant.



Martin Coolidge 
Investigator, Ext. 294 
Investigates grievance matters for Office 
of Counsel. Employed with Bar: 2014. 
Education: BA in criminal justice, 
American Military University. Related 
experience: under-sheriff and police 
captain, FBI National Academy #203, 
investigator and consultant in private 
sector. Spouse’s name: Tammy  

Jennifer Duncan  
Director of Print and Digital 
Communications, 910/397-0353; FAX 
919/791-9309 
Responsible for State Bar publications and 
websites. Employed with Bar: 1997. 
Education: BS in marketing, Indiana 
University; MBA, Butler University. 
Related experience: advertising, marketing, 
and publishing. Spouse’s name: Michael

Kelley DeAngelus 
Deputy Counsel, Ext. 233 
Prosecutes lawyers in disciplinary cases.  
Employed with Bar: 2021. Education:  
BA, University of Dayton; JD, State Uni-
versity of New York at Buffalo. Related 
experience: 18 years in indigent criminal 
defense litigation. Spouse’s name: Mike 

Martha Fletcher 
Director of Operations and Human  
Resources, Ext. 286 
Directs HR services, policies, and pro-
grams for the State Bar. Employed with 
Bar: 2006. Education: BSBA in human 
resource management, East Carolina 
University. Spouse’s name: Art

Julie Ferrer 
Investigative Clerk, Ext. 249 
Provides support to investigators. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2013-2016, 2019. 
Spouses name: Luis 

Lori Garner 
Investigator, Ext. 229 
Investigates grievance matters for Office 
of Counsel. Employed with Bar: 2021. 
Education: BS in accounting, Elon 
University. Related experience: 23 years 
IRS special agent, computer investiga-
tive specialist, and instructor.

Frances Felts 
Administrative Assistant, Office of 
Counsel,  Ext. 203 
Administrative assistant to the staff of 
the Office of Counsel. Employed with 
Bar: 2021. Education: BS in business 
administration, Barton College 
Related experience: legal assistant 
Spouse’s name: Brad

Joe Commisso 
Director of Investigations, Ext. 200 
Responsible for managing State Bar in-
vestigations. Employed with Bar: 2009. 
Education: BS in accounting, George 
Mason University. Related experience: 
special agent and supervisor with IRS 
Criminal Investigation, 1988-2009.

Stephen Dahlhoff 
Paralegal, Ext. 258 
Assistant to Office of Counsel. Employed 
with Bar: 2024. Education: BA in eco-
nomics, North Carolina State University. 
Related experience: Wake County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office. 
 

Alec Glenn 
Deputy Counsel, Ext. 300 
Prosecutes lawyers in disciplinary cases. 
Employed with Bar: 2024. Education: 
BS, East Carolina University; JD, 
North Carolia Central University 
School of Law. Related experience: as-
sistant district attorney for three years, 
one year prosecuting real estate brokers 
with the North Carolain Real Estate 
Commission. 
Richard Grayson 
Investigator, Ext. 274 
Investigates grievance matters for Office 
of Counsel. Employed with Bar: 2017.  
Education: BA, Michigan State; FBI Na-
tional Academy #232. Related experience: 
Raleigh PD, 1984-2011 (retired). Since 
2011 worked in private sector as security 
senior manager, investigator, and security 
consultant. Spouse’s name: Jody

B. Tessa Hale 
Deputy Counsel, Ext. 224 
Prosecutes individuals engaged in the 
unauthorized practice of law, as well as 
lawyers in disciplinary cases. Employed 
with Bar: 2022. Education: BS, University 
of Florida; JD, UNC. Related experience: 
attorney at Legal Aid of North Carolina, 
associate director at criminal justice 
reform nonprofit EmancipateNC. 

Stephanie Hampton 
Fee Dispute Resolution Facilitator, Ext. 
243 
Facilitates agreements between attor-
neys and their clients when a dispute 
over fees arises. Employed with Bar: 
2023. Education: BA in psychology, Vir-
ginia Tech. Related experience: over 8 
years administrative and legal experience.   

Nicki Ellington 
Eastern Clinical Coordinator, LAP,  
Ext. 267 
Employed with Bar: 2014. Education: BA 
in psychology, University of New Hamp-
shire; MA in counseling, Marymount Uni-
versity; licensed professional counselor & 
licensed clinical addiction specialist. Related 
experience: mental health & substance 
abuse counseling. Spouse’s name: Jeff

Tyler Gibbens 
Paralegal, Ext. 289 
Assistant to Office of Counsel. 
Employed with Bar: 2017. Education: 
BS in business administration 
marketing, University of Florida; MDiv 
in christian ministry, Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Spouse’s 
name: Kailey

Candace Hoffman 
Assistant Director, LAP, Ext. 290 
Employed with Bar: 2020. Education: 
BA, Meredith College; JD, Thomas Jef-
ferson School of Law. Related experience: 
seven years as an assistant attorney gen-
eral representing various sections of the 
Department of Health of Human Serv-
ices, including the Mental Health Licen-
sure and Certification Section.  

Crystal Hollander 
HR Administrator, Ext. 299 
Assists with HR services, policies, and 
programs for the State Bar. Employed 
with Bar: 2024. Education: UNC 
Greensboro, PHR Certification in 
2021. Related experience: ten years ex-
perience in HR. 
 
 

Danille Marquis  Elder 
Deputy Counsel, Ext. 306 
Prosecutes lawyers in disciplinary cases. 
Employed with Bar: 2024. Education: 
BA, The University of Tennessee; JD, 
Cumberland School of Law. Related expe-
rience: assistant DA 1993-1997; Criminal 
Division, NC Department of Justice 
1997-2024. Spouse’s name: Joe 



Katherine E. Jean 
Of Counsel, Ext. 276 
Of counsel to the State Bar. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2005. Education: 
BA and JD, UNC. Related experi-
ence: private practice of law 1986-
2005. 

Cathy Killian 
Clinical Director and Western Clinical 
Coordinator, LAP,  704/503-9695 
Employed with Bar: 2012. Education: 
BS, NCSU; BA, UNCC; M.Ed. in coun-
seling, Winthrop University; licensed pro-
fessional counselor; licensed clinical 
addictions specialist; certified clinical su-
pervisor. Related experience: work in a va-
riety of clinical settings. 

Dan Labarca 
Program Manager, IOLTA, Ext. 214 
Oversees NC IOLTA grantmaking 
process. Employed with Bar: 2021.  
Education: BA, University of California 
at Berkeley; MA, University of Hawaii. 
Related experience: 10 years program 
management experience at Institute of 
International Education. Spouse’s name: 
Deidre 

Caroline Lassiter 
Event Manager, Ext. 244  
Responsible for planning meetings and 
events of the Bar and maintaining records 
of officers, councilors, boards, and com-
missions. Employed with Bar: 2021. Edu-
cation: BA, NC State University. Related 
experience: North Carolina Administra-
tive Office of the Courts; US Senate.  

Cameron Lee 
Deputy Counsel, Ext. 293 
Prosecutes lawyers in disciplinary cases.  
Employed with Bar: 2019. Education: BA, 
North Carolina State University; JD, 
Campbell University. Related experience: 
four years in private practice. Spouse’s 
name: Aubrey 

Philip Kulczewski 
Director of Communications, Ext. 
131 
Responsible for delivering strategic 
communication plans, products, and 
initiatives. Employed with Bar: 2024.  
Education: BA in communications, 
NC State University. Realted experi-
ence: served 27 years in the Marine 
Corps.

Suzanne Lever 
Assistant Ethics Counsel, Ext. 261 
Answers ethics phone calls. Employed 
with Bar: 2006. Education: BS, Wake 
Forest University; JD, UNC. Related 
experience: NC Supreme Court law 
clerk, 3 years private practice, 5 years 
case law editor for LexisNexis. 
Spouse's name: Rick 

Jeff Lundgren 
Paralegal, Ext. 120 
Assistant to Office of Counsel. 
Employed with Bar: 2016. Educa-
tion: BA in history, Bridgewater State 
College; paralegal studies certificate, 
Boston University. Spouse’s name: 
Lynn 
 

Jeannette Martin 
Receptionist, Ext. 221 
Welcomes guests to the State Bar and 
answers incoming phone calls. Performs 
other support duties as required. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2023. 

Barbara Kerr 
Archivist, Ext. 250 
Scans and inputs data for various de-
partments. Employed with Bar: 2000. 
Education: Kaplan University, AAS in 
human services, Advanced Career 
Training - Information Processing 
Specialist certificate. Related experi-
ence: five years Aetna Life & Casu-
alty.

Joe Latona 
CLE Clerk, Ext. 253 
Maintains CLE records for NC licensed 
attorneys. Assists members with manda-
tory CLE compliance requirements. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2021. Related 
experience: 4 years of data entry and 
bookkeeping. 

Beth McLamb 
Membership Payment Coordinator, 
Ext. 237 
Processes membership dues. Re-
sponds to all membership related is-
sues. Employed with Bar: 2007. 
Related experience: medical adminis-
trative office and company sales spe-
cialist. Spouse’s name: Jeremy

Savannah McLamb 
Deputy Counsel, Ext. 219 
Prosecutes lawyers in disciplinary cases. 
Employed with Bar: 2018. Education: 
BA, Appalachian State University; 
MTWM and JD, Campbell Univer-
sity. Spouse’s name: DL

Stephan Lampert 
Investigator, Ext. 207 
Investigates grievances for the Office of 
Counsel. Employed with Bar: 2022.   
Education: BA in accounting and BA in 
business management, North Carolina 
State University. Related experience:  
Cary PD 1994-2020, NC Office of State 
Auditor 2021. 

Brit McInnis  
Executive Assistant, Ext. 271 
Assists executive director and associate 
director/chief ethics counsel. Employed 
with Bar: 2024. Education: BA in gov-
ernment and public policy, University of 
Baltimore.

Nichole P. McLaughlin 
Assistant Ethics Counsel and Director 
of CLE, Ext. 238 
Answers ethics inquiries, supports district 
bars, and serves as counsel to CLE and 
membership. Employed with Bar: 2004. 
Education: BA, Drew University; JD, 
Seton Hall University School of Law. Re-
lated experience: private practice for five 
years, adjunct professor of law at NCCU. 
Spouse’s name: Tony

Mary L. Irvine 
Executive Director, IOLTA, Ext. 217 
Responsible for administration of NC  
IOLTA program. Coordinates activities  
to accomplish board decisions. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2014. Education: BA 
and JD, UNC. Related experience: 
UNC Center on Poverty, Work, and 
Opportunity; NC Network of Grant-
makers. Spouse’s name: Nick Byrne 

Tammy Jackson 
Membership Director, Ext. 240 
Maintains membership records for all 
NC attorneys. Oversees administration 
of the rules and regulations of member-
ship. Employed with Bar: 2005. Educa-
tion: BLET; MDP thru NC Justice 
Academy and Duke University. Related 
experience: supervisor with NC Secre-
tary of State. Spouse’s name: Randy  



Claire U. Mills 
Finance Director and Operations  
Manager, IOLTA, Ext. 215 
Maintains and establishes relation-
ships with attorneys and banks to as-
sist with compliance, maintains 
financial records. Employed with Bar: 
1990. Education: NCSU/animal hus-
bandry. 

Robynn Moraites 
Director, LAP  
312 Rensselaer Ave., Suite 100 
Charlotte, NC 28203, 704/503-9695 
Employed with Bar: 2011. Education: 
BS, FSU; MRP and JD, UNC. Related 
experience: background in medical edu-
cation and program development; ad-
mitted to the bar in 2004.

Diane Melching 
Senior Administrative Assistant, Ext. 
287 
Provides administrative support for 
ACAP, fee arbitration, and investiga-
tions. Employed with Bar: 2003. Ed-
ucation: attended Roanoke College. 
Related experience: 22 years of service 
with the Federal Bureau of Prisons 
(secretarial, investigative, and human 
resources). Spouse’s name: Barry

Brian P. D. Oten 
Associate Director and Chief Ethics 
Counsel, Ext. 226 
Counsel to Ethics Committee and other 
boards and committees. Employed with 
Bar: 2007. Education: BA and JD, 
UNC. Related experience: law clerk, US 
District Court and Supreme Court of 
North Carolina. Spouse’s name: Kelly

Emily Oakes 
Attendance/Compliance Coordinator,  
Ext. 247 
Maintains CLE records for NC attor-
neys; assists NC attorneys with 
mandatory CLE requirement compli-
ance. Employed with Bar: 1999. 
Spouse’s name: JR

Lori Nicolicchia 
Accreditation Coordinator, Ext. 248 
Maintains CLE records for NC attor-
neys; reviews all courses submitted for 
CLE approval. Employed with Bar: 
2003.

Alex Nicely 
Senior Deputy Counsel, Ext. 281 
Prosecutes lawyers in disciplinary 
cases. Employed with Bar: 2018. Ed-
ucation: BA, University of Nevada, 
Reno; JD, Boston University. Related 
experience: assistant district attorney 
for six years, assistant public defender 
for one year, private practice for one 
year. 

Dottie K. Miani 
Deputy Clerk of DHC, Ext. 241 
Maintains DHC records. Employed 
with Bar: 1984. Education: BA, Sacred 
Heart College. Related experience: 
worked full time for State Bar account-
ing department for four years.

Douglas Miller 
Investigator, Ext. 263 
Investigates grievance matters for Of-
fice of Counsel. Employed with Bar:  
2018. Education: BBA in accounting, 
Campbell University; NC CPA li-
cense. Related experience: 28 years 
combined federal and state criminal 
investigative experience. Spouse’s 
name: Debra 

Pat Murphy 
Senior Deputy Counsel, Ext. 206 
Prosecutes lawyers in disciplinary 
cases. Employed with Bar: 2012. Ed-
ucation: BA, Appalachian State Uni-
versity; JD, Campbell University. 
Related experience: assistant DA 
1982-1984; NC Dept. of Revenue 
1984-1986; NC Dept. of Justice 
1986-2012. Spouse’s name: Beth

Carolyn Page 
Investigator, Ext. 285 
Investigates grievance matters for the 
Office of Counsel. Employed with 
Bar: 2016. Education: BS, North 
Carolina State University. Related ex-
perience: special agent with the NC 
State Bureau of Investigation, 2005-
2015. Spouse’s name: Burns 

Elizabeth Myers 
Paralegal, Ext. 251 
Assistant to Office of Counsel and trust 
account compliance counsel. Employed 
with Bar: 2022. Education: BA, 
Meredith College; paralegal studies 
certificate, UNC. Related experience: 
paralegal, Prisoner Legal Services. 
Spouse's name: Frank 
 

Fred Patton 
Investigator, Ext. 266 
Investigates grievance matters for the 
Office of Counsel. Employed with 
Bar: 2010. Education: BA, Wake For-
est University. Related experience: 
special agent with the NC State Bu-
reau of Investigation, 1987–2010. 

Wondella Payne 
Paralegal, Ext. 296 
Assistant to Office of Counsel. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2007. Education: 
BA in English, Shaw University; para-
legal certificate, Meredith College. 

Dawn Patton 
Public Liaison, Ext. 278 
Provides support to investigators and 
field auditor. Employed with Bar: 
2005. Related experience: customer 
service manager for eight years, 12 
years administrative experience in all 
office areas.

Anne Parkin 
Director, Trust Account Compliance  
Program, Ext. 259 
Manages the random audit and trust 
account compliance programs. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2013. Education: 
certificate in credit union manage-
ment. Related experience: auditing, 
banking, accounting, management. 

Phillip B. McWilliams 
Professional Organization Coordina-
tor, Ext. 225 
Assists in all phases of membership 
including dues, inactive status, rein-
statements, and registration of profes-
sional organizations and pro hac vice.  
Employed with Bar: 2016. Related 
experience: 14 years with Austin 
Community College.

Ryan C. Meisnere 
Deputy Counsel, Ext. 118 
Investigates grievance allegations and 
prosecutes lawyers in disciplinary cases. 
Employed with Bar: 2022. Education: 
BA, University of North Carolina; JD, 
Campbell University. Spouse's name: 
Blake.  
 



Robert Powell 
Investigator, Ext. 201 
Investigates matters for the Client Secu-
rity Fund. Employed with Bar: 2021.  
Education: BS, UNC; MPA, NCSU. Re-
lated experience: over 27 years with 
Raleigh Police Department working 
local, state, and federal criminal investi-
gations. Spouse’s name: Lisa

Lizzy Robbins 
Public Liaison, Ext. 264 
Responds to public inquiries and com-
plaints about lawyers. Facilitates commu-
nication between clients and lawyers. 
Employed with Bar: 2023. Education: 
BA in justice and philosophy at Mount 
Mary University. Related experience: 
three years at the Wake County Court-
house Clerk’s Office as a deputy clerk. 

Amber Posada 
Administrative Assistant, ACAP, Ext. 242 
Provides administrative support for 
ACAP and the Fee Dispute Resolution 
Program. Employed with Bar: 2024. 
Education: BA in psychology and Eng-
lish, UNC-Chapel Hill. 
 

Ashley Ratliff 
Agency Attorney, Ext. 502 
Advises on administration and legal 
issues relative to the operation, ad-
ministration, and regulation of the 
State Bar. Employed with Bar: 2024. 
Education: BA, Lynchburg College; 
JD, UNC Law. Spouse’s name: Elliott 
 

Sheila Saucier 
Managing Director, Legal Specialization, 
Ext. 265  
Coordinates programs for certified legal 
specialists and certified paralegals. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2020. Education: BS in 
business administration and MBA, Salem 
University. Related experience: executive 
administrative assistant. Spouse’s name: 
Dan

Sylvia Santana 
Fee Dispute Resolution Facilitator, Ext. 
260 
Facilitates agreements between attor-
neys and their clients when a dispute 
over fees arises. Employed with Bar 
2021. Related experience: over 10 years 
experience with NY State Department 
of Correctional Services.  

Kathryn Shields 
Deputy Counsel, Ext. 235 
Prosecutes lawyers in disciplinary cases. 
Employed with Bar: 2023. Education: 
BA, East Carolina University; JD, 
NCCU School of Law. Related experi-
ence: 12 years in civil litigation at the NC 
Department of Justice. Spouse’s name: 
Dan 

Lee Ramos 
Director of Attorney Client Assistance 
Program and Fee Dispute Resolution 
Program Coordinator, Ext. 277 
Employed with Bar: 2016. Educa-
tion: BS in legal studies, Russell Sage 
College. Related experience: 24 years 
of law firm experience. 

Joan Renken 
Administrative Assistant, Office of 
Counsel, Ext. 295 
Administrative assistant to the staff of 
the Office of Counsel. Employed with 
Bar: 2009. Related experience: 10 
years as executive assistant to director 
of hospice program. 

Jay’la Sanchez 
Accounting Assistant, Ext. 230 
Responsible for accounts receivables and 
expense reports, assists the controller. 
Employed with Bar: 2024. Education: 
BS in accounting, UNC Pembroke. Re-
lated experience: bookkeeping and finan-
cial manager.

Katie Seruset  
Certification Coordinator, Legal Special-
ization and Paralegal Certification, Ext. 
255  
Coordinates programs for certified legal 
specialists and certified paralegals. 
Employed with Bar: 2024.  Education: 
BA in English and MA in literature, CSU 
Sacramento 

jennifer Slattery 
Grievance Manager, Ext. 205 
Oversees grievance process and serves 
as Grievance Committee liaison for the 
Office of Counsel. Employed with Bar: 
2008. Education: BS in criminal jus-
tice, Radford University; paralegal cer-
tificate, Duke University.

Elizabeth Starnes 
Deputy Counsel, Ext. 254 
Prosecutes lawyers in disciplinary cases. 
Employed with Bar: 2020. Education: 
BA, University of Virginia; JD, Camp-
bell University. Related experience: law 
clerk, NC Court of Appeals. Spouse’s 
name: Alex 

Paul Sugrue 
Investigator, Ext. 284 
Investigates grievance matters for Of-
fice of Council. Employed with Bar: 
2017. Education: BA, University of 
Massachusetts, Boston. Related experi-
ence: 27 years as a criminal investigator 
with the United States Marshals Serv-
ice. Spouse’s name: Trina 

Jaya Singh 
Controller, Ext. 252 
Manages finance and accounting op-
eration for NC State Bar. Prepares 
budgets and financial statements. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2006. Education: 
BS, NC Wesleyan College. Related 
experience: over ten years experience 
in accounting. Spouse’s name: Arun

Lauren May Stines  
Managing Director of CLE, Ext. 245 
Maintains CLE records for NC attorneys, 
oversees administration of the rules and 
regulations of CLE for the board. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2024. Education: BA, 
NC State; MS and certificate in public 
management/leadership, ECU. Related 
experience: former Wake County magis-
trate. Spouse’s name: Fisher 

Jennifer Porter 
Senior Deputy Counsel, Ext. 262 
Prosecutes lawyers in disciplinary cases. 
Employed with Bar: 2003. Education: 
BA, The American University; JD, 
Georgetown University Law Center. Re-
lated experience: attorney in US Air 
Force Judge Advocate General’s Corp 
1997-2016; private practice 2001-2003. 
Spouse’s name: Michael

Aaliyah Pierce 
Compliance Coordinator, Ext. 273 
Maintains records for NC Certified 
Paralegal Program and assists with the 
annual recertification process. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2011. Education: as-
sociates degree, Strayer University. 
Related experience: 10 years at Dex 
One. Spouse’s name: TJ 



Brittany Wilson 
Supervising Paralegal, Ext. 280 
Assistant to Office of Counsel. Em-
ployed with Bar: 2014. Education: 
BA in history and government from 
Campbell University. Related experi-
ence: five years as a legal assistant. 
Spouse’s name: Dillon

Chris Woods 
Investigative Analyst, Ext. 222 
Assists Office of Counsel with analy-
sis and investigative needs. Employed 
with Bar: 2010. Related experience: 
nine years in office management. Ed-
ucation: business school, Ennepetal, 
Germany. 

Damon Zerby 
Systems Administrator, Ext. 279 
Responsible for systems and applica-
tion maintenance, support, and de-
velopment. Employed with Bar: 
2023. Education: AA in network 
management, Wake Tech Commu-
nity College. Related experience: re-
tired US Veteran, five years in 
information technology. 

Wayne Truax 
Investigator, Ext. 292 
Investigates grievance matters for the 
Office of Counsel. Employed with 
Bar: 2012. Education: BAS, Camp-
bell University. Related experience: 
SBI from 1972-1998 (retired). Since 
1998 worked in the private sector as 
an investigator and security consult-
ant. Spouse’s name: Minnie

Robert Weston 
Deputy Counsel, Ext. 204 
Prosecutes lawyers in disciplinary cases.  
Employed with Bar: 2020. Education: 
BA from UNC; JD from Campbell 
University. Related experience: private 
practice 2014-2020. Spouse’s name: 
Pooja

Angela Towns 
Agency Paralegal, Ext. 142 
Paralegal to agency attorney and other 
programs, backup to DHC clerk. 
Employed with Bar: 2024. Education: 
BS, St. Augustine’s College; MPS, The 
George Washington University. Related 
experience: NC Department of Justice 
Criminal Division. Spouse’ name: 
Reginald 

Christina Urey 
Facilities Assistant, Ext. 209 
Receives and distributes mail, assists with 
building upkeep and other employee 
needs. Employed with Bar: 2024. Related 
experience: landscape gardener. 

Katherine “Susie” Taylor 
LAP Special Projects Manager; CLE 
Coordinator, 704/503-9695 
Office Administration for the Western 
Region. Employed with Bar: 2013. Edu-
cation: BA  in communications, Univer-
sity of Arizona. Related experience: NC 
Certified Paralegal, associate executive di-
rector of the Mecklenburg County Bar.




