
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
C" , 
!~-" ' 
~ ; 

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
C [) SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION 

WAKE COUNTY 14 CVS 12398 

ZOlb APFI-LI A II: 12 
THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE , 

Pe~~iti~i~l' c"i(j, Ie. 8 . C. 
v. BV CONSENT ORDER OF DISBARMENT 

TIFFANY L. ASHHURST, Attol'ney, 

Respondent 

THIS MA 1TER came before the undersigned Judge of the Superior Court of 
Wake County upon the tender of surrender ofthe law license of Tiffany L. Ashhurst. 
Petitioner, the North Carolina State Bar, was represented by Leanor Bailey Hodge. 
Respondent, Tiffany L. Ashhurst, appeared pro se. 

Based upon the Affidavit of Surrender of Law License submitted to the Court by 
Tiffany L. Ashhurst and the consent of the parties, the comt makes the following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Ashhurst was licensed to practice law on 20 March 1999. 

2. During all periods relevant hereto, Ashhurst was actively engaged in the practice 
of law in Durham, DU1'ham County, North Carolina. 

3. On several occasions Ashhurst held funds in trust for the purpose of paying title 
insurance premiums for the benefit of clients and then failed to disburse the funds 
to the title insurers ill payment of the premiums for such clients. 

4. Ashhurstfailed to respond to clients' requests for information about the status of 
Ashhurst's payment oflheir title insU1'ance premiums. 

5. On several occasions Ashhurst disbursed more funds from her trust account on 
behalf of clients than were held on deposit in her trust account for the benefit of 
those clients. 

6. 011 several occasions, Ashhurst failed to deposit into her trust account cash that 
buyers brought to real estate closings as part ofthe purchase price for the property 
being purchased. 

7. Ashhurst misappropriated entrusted funds in excess of $62,000 by transferring 
these funds fi'om her trust account to other bank accounts held in Ashhurst's name 
fol' her personal benefit. 
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8. Ashhurst misappropriated an additional $49,224.48 she held in trust for the 
benefit of the seller in a real estate transaction between Knight and GMAC 
MOitgage, LLC. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. This coutt has jUl'isdiction over Respondent and over the subject matter ofthis 
proceeding. 

2. The courts of this State have the inherent authority to take disciplinary action 
against attorneys liyensed to practice law in NOlth Carolina. 

3. By failing on several occasions to disburse payment of title insUl'ance premitlms 
that she held in trust for the benefit of clients, Respondent failed to act with 
reasonable diligence and promptness in representing a client in violation of Rule 
of Professional Conduct 1.3, failed to maintain entrusted propelty according to the 
Rules of Professional Conduct in violation of Rule of Professional Conduct 1.15-
2(a), and failed to promptly pay to third persons as directed by the client entrusted 
pl'Opelty belonging to the client and to which the client is cUl'l'ently entitled in 
violation of Rule of Professional Conduct 1.15-2(m). 

4. By falling to respond to client requests for information ljbout the status of her 
payment oftheir title insurance premiums, Respondent failed to communicate 
with her clients in violation of Rule 1.4(a)(3) and (4). 

5.. By disbursing more Ilmds from her trust account for the benefit of clients than she 
held in trust for such clients she utilized funds she held in trust for some clients to 
pay the obligations of other clients, thereby failing to maintain entrusted property 
according to the Rules of Professional Conduct in violation of Rule of 
Professional Conduct 1.15-2(a), and used entrusted property for the benefit of one 
other than the legal 01' beneficial owner in violation Rule of Professional Conduct 
1.15-20)· 

6. By failing on several occasions to deposit into her tmst account cash that buyers 
brought to real estate closings as part of the purchase price to be paid for the 
property, Respondent failed (0 deposit entrusted propelty into a !lUSt account and 
maintain it liccording to the Rules of Professional Conduct in violation of Rnle of 
Professional Conduct 1.15-2(a)(b). 

7. Bymisappropl'iating entrusted funds in excess of$III,224, Respondent used 
entl'1.!sted property for the benefit of Olle other than the legal or beneficial owner in 
violation Rule of Professional Conduct 1.15-20), committed a criminal act that 
reflects adversely on the lawyer's honesty, ttustwOlthiness or fitness as a lawyer 
in other respects in violation of Rule of Professional Conduct 8.4(b) and engaged 
in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or misrepresentation in violation of 
Rule of Professional Conduct 8.4(c). 
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8. Ashhurst's miscondllct constitutes grounds for discipline pursuant to N.C. Gen. 
Stat. § 84-28(b )(2). 

9. Ashhurst has engaged in professional misconduct waI1'anting disbarment. 

ORDER 

1. The surrender of the license of Tiffany L. Ashhurst is hereby accepted. 

2. Tiffany L. Ashhurst is DISBARRED from the practice of law in NOlth Carolina 
effective upon entry of this Order. 

3. Ashhurst shall wind-down her law practice within 30 days of entry of this order in 
accordance with 27 N,C. Admin. Code lB §.0117(e). 

4. Ashhurst shall comply with the provisions 01'27 N.C. Admin. Code 1B §.0124 
and shall surrender her law license and permanent membership card to the 
Seci'ctary of the North CamJina State Bar along with the affidavit required by 27 
N.C. Admin. Code lB § .0124. 

5. Within 15 days of the effective date of this Order, Ashhurst shall provide the State 
Bar with a physical address and telephone number at which clients seeking return 
of files can cOl11municate with Ashhurst and obtain such files. 

6. Ashhurst shall promptly return client files to clients upon request, within 5 days of 
receipt of such request. Ashhurst will be deemed to have received any such 
request 3 days after the date such request is sent to Ashhurst if the request is sent 
to the address Ashhurst provided the State BaT pursuant to the preceding 
paragraph. 

7. Ashhurst shall not petition for reinstatement of her law license until the expiration 
of at least five years from the date of entry of this order. 

8. Ashhurst's law license shall not be reinstated until she has demonstrated to the 
satisfaction of the Disciplinary Hearing Commission and the Council of the North 
Carolina State Bar that she has complied with 27 N.C, Admin. Code IB § .0125. 

9. The costs of this action and administrative fees assessed by the State Bal' are taxed 
against Ashhurst. 

, V- J <, 
Done and Ordered this the day of _.A--;p-' l!. ,2016, 
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Seen and consented to: 

Counsel Jar Petitioner 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
r" t 

C' i 

THE NORTH CAROLINA STA~~ls~~~ ~ :,1: ,12 

petid(\n~i~tL{. C(~, L,d,C. 
v, BY AFFIDAVIT OF SURRENDER 

-- -~ ~"-~- OF LAW LICENSE 
TIFFANY L. ASHHURST, Attorney, 

Respondent 

Tiffany L. Ashhurst, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

I. I desire to resign and hereby tender my license to practice law in NOlth Carolina 
pursuant to the provisions of27 N.C. Admin. Code lB § ,0117. 

2. My resignation is freely and voluntarily rendered. It is not the result of coercion or 
duress. I am fully aware of the implications of snbmitting my resignation, 

3. I am aware that there is a pending investigation against me regarding the following 
allegations: 

a. On several occasions I collected funds to pay title insuran¢e premiums for the 
benefit .of clients and then failed to disburse those funds to the title insurers to pay 
the title insurance premiums for such clients. 

b. I did not respond When clients asked me for information about the status of my 
payment of their title insurance premiums. 

c. On several occasions I disbursed more funds from rny trust account on behalf of 
clients than were held on deposit in my h'ust account for the benefit ofthose 
clients. 

d, On several occasions, I did not deposit into my trust account cash that buyers 
brought to real estate closings as part of the purchase price to be paid for the real 
pr<?pelty. 

e. I misappropriated entrusted funds in excess of $62,000 by transferring th<;lse funds 
from my trust account to other bank accounts held in my name for my personal 
benefit. . 
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f. I misappropriated an additional $49,224.48 in entrusted funds I held for the 
benefit of the seller in a real estate transaction between Knight and GMAC 
Mortgage, LLC. 

4. I acknowledge that the material facts upon which the investigation is predicated are 
true. 

5. I am submitting my resignation because I know that if disciplinary charges were 
predicated upon the misconduct under investigation, I could not successfully defend 
agai nst them. 

This the ~ day Of-.tI"D'--¥.4cLL'oC:.Lj/b'-'r-
1 
___ ,2016. 

I, 'K'ebeccG\.., S. CGLVV-O \ \ ,Notal'}' Public of the County of H OYVl.e.n 
State of North Carolina, certify that Tiffany L. Ashhurst personally appeared before me 
this day, was sworn, and acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing Affidavit. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 

This the ~Istday of yY\o .. XcM.. 

~ct..C0~. C~ 
Notary Public 

,2016. 

My Comm ission Expires: _-LI ~O.L/~3"1/~'2-__ 0_1~'b,--_ 

REBECCA S. CARROLL 
NOTARY PUBLIC 

HARNETT COUNTY, N.C. 
My Commission Expire. 10-03-2018. 

Tiffany L. Ashhursl 
Affidavit of SUl1'ender 
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