
., 
> 

' .. 

I 

I 

STATE OF NORTH CARP 

WAKE COUNTY 

In re: Rick F. Shumate, 
Attorney at Law 

" 

-------------------
&37? 

Consent order of 
Interim Suspension 

THIS CAUSE carne befote the undersigned Chair of the Disciplinary Hearing 
Commission pursuant to 27 N.C. Admin. Code Chapter 1; Subchapter B, Rule .0 IIS{ d) 
of the Discipline &, Disability-Rules of the North Carolina State Bar on petition.for an -
order of interim suspension of the license to practice law in North Carolina QfRick F~ 
Shwnate based uponbls plea of guilty to a crime showing professional unfitness in the 
United States District Court for the Middle District of North Carolina. Mr. Shumate was 
'represented by counsel, A. Wayland Cooke and William L. Osteen, Jr. Mr. Shwnate, 
through counsel, consents to the entry of this Order of Interim Suspension. Based upon 
the petition, the certified copy of Mr. Sh1llJlate's gUilty plea, and the consent of the 
parties, the undersigned hereby makes the fonowlng -

FINDINGS OF FACt 
- > 

i. Rick F. Shumate was licensed to practi~e law in North Carolina on 
September 1, 1974 and is and'was at all times referred to herein,' anatt0111ey at Jaw, 
subject to the rules, regulations and Rules of Professional Conduct Qfthe North Carolina 
State Bar and the laws of North Carolina. 

2. The current address of record for Ri~k F. Spumate with the North Carolina, 
State Bar is 3020 Robin Hood Drive, Greensboro, NC 27408. 

3. On'October 13,2005, Rick F. Shumate pled guilty to the felony offense of 
'making a false statement to a federal agent in violation· of 1'8 U.S.C. § 1001(a)(2); courtt 
19 of an indictment in the United States Disttict Court for the Middle District QfNorth 
Carolina, file number 1 :05-CR-230-3. A certified copy of the docket entry with the Clerk 
of Court showing the entry of the guilty plea was attached to the State Bar's petition as 
Exhibit 1. 

4. Sentencing of Rick F. Shumate is scheduled for Match 27, 2006. 

5. .' Rick F. Shumate freely and voluntarily, with the advice of counsel, 
consents to the entry of this Order ofInterim Suspension. 



Based upon the foregoing FINDINGS OF FACT, the undersigned makes the 
following . . 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW . 

1., The offense for which Rick F. Shumate pled guilty is a serious crime 
showing professional unfitness to practice as defined by Rule .01:03(17) of the State Bar 
Discipline & Disbannent R1.des and N.C. Gen. Stat. § 84-28(b); . 

2; Rule .01 1 5 (d) of Subchapter B of the Discipline & Disability Rules ofthe 
State Bat fiuthorizes the Chair of the Disciplinary Heating Comniission to ertter an order 
suspending an attomey's license llpon receipt of a certified copy of a plea of guilty to a 
serious crime showing professional unfitness to practice law. 

. , 

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and COQ-elusions of Law, the 
undersigned Chait of the Discjplinary Hearing Commission enters the following 

ORDER 

1. : The license to practice law in North Carolina of Rick F. Shumate is hereby 
SUSPENDED ~til the conclusion of all disciplinary matters pending before the North 
Carolina State Bar relating to his plea of guilty in the United States District Cotirt for the 
Middle Di$trict of North Carolina of a s~riQus crime showing professiQnal unfitness to 
practice law in file number 1 :05-CR-230-3. .. 

2. . This suspension shall go into effect on January 1,2006. 

3.: Rick F. Shumate will comply with all requirements of27 N.C. Admin. 
Code Chapter 1, Subchapter B, § .0124 of the North Carolina State Bar Discipline & 
Disabi1i~ Rules for winding down his law practice no later than January 1, 2006 • 

. '~;P .. A / 
ThlS the a::L day of~~-=~~~~=--___ :, 2017 J: 

L~~ F. Lane Wllharnson, Chatr 
Disciplinary Hearing Commission 
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CONSENTED 10 BY: 

Rick F. Shumate 
ReSpondent 

William L. Osteen, Jr. 
Counsel for Respondent 
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