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WAKE COUNTY 

NORTH CAROLINA 

THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR, 
. Plaintiff 

vs. 

ANNE M. LAMM, Attorney, 
Defendant 

2 ~ II 
BEFORE THE 

DISCIPLINARY HEARING COMMISSION 
OF THE 

NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR 
98oHC26 

CONSENT FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND ORDER 

OF DISCIPLINE 

This matter comes before a hearing committee of the Disciplinary Hearing Commission 

. composed of Jaines R. Fox, Esq., Chair, VernonA. Russell and Robert B. Frantz. The Plairttiff 

was represented by Clayton W. Davidson, III, Deputy Counsel. The Defendant, Anne. Lamm, 

was represented by Alan M. Schneider. Both parties stipulate and agree to the findings of fact 

and eonclusions of law recited in this consent order, and to the discipline imposed. Based upon 

the consent of the parties, the hearing committee enters the following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

.1. The Plaintiff, the North Carolina State Bar (the "State Bar") is a body duly 

organized under the laws of the State of North Carolina and is the proper body to bring this 

proc~eding under the authority granted to it in Chapter 84 of the General Statutes of North 

Carolina and the rules and regulations of the State Bar promulgated pursuant thereto (the "State 

Bar Rules and Regulations"). 

2. The Defendant, Anne M. Lamm, (the "Defendant") was admitted to the State Bar 

in or about 1969 and is, and Was at all times referred to herein, an attorney at law licensed to 
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practice in North Carolina subject to the State Bar Rules and Regulations and the Rules of 

Professional Conduct of North Carolina. 

3. During all or a part of the relevant periods referred to herein, Defendant Was 

engaging in the pr~ctice of law in the State of North Carolina and maintained a law office in 

Gastonia, North Carolina. 

4. Cheryl Williams Sirryeh ("Sirryeh") consulted the Defendant regarding a divorce 

on or about August 8, 1996, and Defendant agreed to represent Sirryeh. 

S. Sirryeh contacted the Defendant and inquired about the status of her case. 

6. The Defendant told Sirreyeh that the matter was being handled. 

7. The Defendant failed to file the complaint for divorce, and failed to obtain service 

of the Defendant. 

8. On or about August 15, 1996, Sirryeh filed a griev~ce with the'27-A District 

Grievance Committee, which was assigned file number 9627 AGR009 (the "Sirryeh Grievance"). 

9. On or about September 24,1996, James R. Carpenter, Chairman of the ';.7-A 

District Grievance Committee m~led a copy of the grievance to the Defendant and asked her to 

respond. 

10. On October 1, 1996, David Childers ("Childers"), the investigating member from 

the 27-A District Grievance Committee wrote the Defendant asking her to respond. 

11. On December 10, 1996, Childers mailed the Defendant another letter requesting a 

response. 

13. On March 20, 1997, Childers again provided the Defendant with an opportunity to 

respond to the local grievance committee. 
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i14. - The Defendant failed to respond to the 27-A District Grievance Committee 

concerning the Sirryeh grievance. The Defendant did, however, ultimately file a response to the 

I • 

North Carolma State Bar 

15. On or about August 8, 1996, Paula H. Frye ("Frye") consulted the Defendant 

regardiqg a divorce proceeding against her husband, and Defendant agreed to represent Frye. 

i 6. Frye .contacted the Defendant to ask about the matter and was told that Defendant 

would take the actions necessary to proceed with the case. 

t 7. The Defendant failed to file the divorce action on behalf of Frye. 

18. On or about August 1, 1997, Frye filed a grievance with the North Carolina State 

Bar, gri¢vance file number 97G 1 045(IV)R (the "Frye Grievance"). 

1:9. On or about August 21, 1997, Childers notified the Defendant and asked the 

Defendaht to respond to the grievance that Was filed. 

20. The Defendant failed to respond to the requests for information from the 27"A 

District Grievance Committee. The Defendant did, however, ultimately file a response with the 

North Carolina State Bar. 

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, the hearing committee enters the following: 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

the Defendant's foregoing actions constitute grounds for discipline pursuant to NC GEN STAT § 

84-28(b)(2) in that the Defendant violated the North Carolina Rules of Professional Conductl as 

follow~: ' 

I The Conduct in this matter occurred prior to July 24, 1997, the effective date of the North Carolina Revised Rules· 
ofProfessi~nal Conduct. Consequently this matter is governed by the superceded North Carolina Rules of 
Professional Conduct. 

Page 3 

.' .. '~ 

. . 
~ 'l 

. , 
I 

i· 

..... .,: ... .~ ... . 

.I ..... ", .. 

I 

I 



I.· By failing to handle client matters with reasonable diligence and promptness, the 

Defendant violated Rule 6(b )(3). 

2. By failing to seek the objectives of the client, and by failing to carry out a contract. 

. of employment with the client, the Defendant violated Rule 7.1. 

I 

I 

I 
.; ~.,:: 

~ ~" 

.- ' 

. : , 

, . . . . "; 

3. By failing to respond to the 27-A District Bar Grievance Committee, the 

'Defendant violate~ ~ule 1. 1 (a). 

aased on the consent of the parties, the hearing committee also enters the following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT REGAIU>ING DISCIPLINE 

I. The Defendant's misconduct is aggravated by the following factors: 

a. prior discipline for similar offenses 

b. a pattern of neglect; 

c. multiple violations; 

d. substantial experie~ce in the practice of law 

e. issuance of a letter of warning to the defendant within the three years 

immediately preceding the filing of the complaint. 

2. The Defendant's misconduct is mitigated by the following factors: 

a. person~ or emotionaJ. problems; 

b. remorse; 

c. absence of a dishonest or selfish motive; 

d. the Defendant submitted evidence of good character and reputation; 

e. The Defendant has presented evidcmce that during the period of time in 

question the Defendant was experiencing personal problems associated With 

depression which contributed to the neglect and procrastinatio;n alleged herein. 
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f. The Defendant has presented evidence that during the period of time in 

question, the Defendant had assunied sole responsibility for the care of her elderly 

mother which affected her attentiveness to her law practice. 

, Based on the forgoing findings of fact and conclusions of law and findings regarding 

discipline and basec;l on the consent of the parties, the hearing committee enters the following: 

ORDER OF DISCIPLINE 

, 1. The Defendant, Ann M. Lanttn, is hereby susp~nded from the practice of law for a 

period! of two years, effective thirty (30) days from the date of service of this order. 

: 2. The two year suspension is stayed for two years on the following condition~: 

a. The Defendant shall respond to all letters of notices, subpoenas and 

. reasonable requests for information·from any district grievance committee and the North 

: Carolina State Bar by the deadline stated in the communication, or if none is so stated, by 

: the deadline provided by any applicable law or rules. 

b. The Defendant shall not violate the North Carolina ReVIsed Rules of 

jProfessional Conduct. Any violation of the rules shall be sufficient to activate this 

isuspension. 

c. The Defendant shall not violate the laws of the State of North Carolina, 

the United States, or the various states that make up the United States. 

d. The Defendant shall handle all client matters promptly, shall respond to 

requests for infonnation from clients in a timely fashion, and shall ensure that the 

:pefendant's case load remains of a manageable size. 

e. The Defendant shall select a member of the Gaston County Bar, to be 

~pproved by the Office ofC()unsel of the North Carolina State Bar (the "Supervising 
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Attorney"), to supervise the Defendant's practice during the two-year stay period. The 

Defendant shall designate a Supervising Attorney and obtain the approval of the Office 0 

Counsel within fifteen (15) days from the date of this order. 

f. The Defendant shall meet with the Supervising Attorney at least once a 

month, and shall report to the Supervising Attorney as to the status of all current pending. 

client matters, and shall further cooperate with the Supervising Attorney ~d shall 

provide any additional information requested by the Supervising Attorney which the 

Supervising Attorney feels is reaso~bly necessary to ensure that the Defendant's case 

load remains of a manageable size, that the Defendant handles matters promptly, and that 

the Defendant responds to requests for information from clients and the North Carolina . 

State Bar in a timely. fashion. The cost, if any, of retaining the Supervising Attorney shall 

be borne by the Defendant. 

g. The Defendant, at Defendant's expense, shall become a patient of a 

psychiatrist approved by the office of the counsel of the North CaroliIla State Bar {the 

"Doctor"), shall remain a patient during the period of the suspension except as otherwise 

provided in subparagraph b below, and shall comply with the course of treatment 

prescribed. The Doctor shall ascertain whether the Defendant is suffering from any 

psychological condition that would impair her ability to practice law, including but not 

limited to any ongoing problem with alcohol or substance abuse. 

h. At any point during the period of suspension, the Defen~ant shall 

immediately inform the North Carolina State Bar in writin~ if she ever ceases to be a 

patient, or otherwise fails to comply with course of treatment prescribed by the Doctor. 

The Defendant shall further instruct her Doctor to immediately inform the North Carolina 
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State Bar if she ever ceases to be a patient, or otherwise fails to comply with course of 

treatment prescribed, shall authorize her doctor to release to the North Carolina State Bar 

information about her status as a patient upon the request of the North Carolina State Bar, 

, and shall further authorize the Doctor to release to the North Carolina State Bar any and 

i all medical records including but not limited to records detailing the course of treatment, 

any diagnQsis, and the Defendant's prognosis. The Defendant shall submit written 

, reports signed by her Doctor providing full details about her course of treatment, 

I diagnosis and prognosis, and certifying that she remains a patient and is complying with 
, . 

: the Doctor's prescribed treatment plan. The reports shall be filed at the same time that 

, Defendants quarterly certifications are due under subparagraph i below. If Defendant is 

. discharged by the Doctor prior to the end of the suspension period, then the Defendant 

i shall file a report signed by her doctor indicating that no further treatment is required, and 

that in the opinion of the Doctor that the Defendant should be allowed to continue in the 

. practice of law. 

i. The Defendant shall provide quarterly reports to the North Carolina State 

Bar in a form approved by the Secretary of the North·Carolina State Bar signed by the 

,Supervising Attorney and the Defendant which certify that the Defendant is in 
I 

'compliance with the terms and conditions of this order. The reports must be received by 
, 
;the Bar on or before the first day of January, April, July, and October of each year that th 
f 

stay of the suspension remains in effect. 

4.. The Defendant has an interest in keeping confidential those records that are subject t 

the physician-patient privilege, which interest overrides any interest of the public in obtaining 

disclostire of those records. That overriding interest cannot be protected by any measure short of 
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sealing the ·re90rds so produced. The Office of Counsel of the North Carolina State Bar· shall 

keep confidential all Doctor's reports, or other medical records obtained by the. Bar pursuant to 

subparagraph Ih above, and shall not disclose those records to any person other than empioyees 

of the North Carolina State Bar, except pursuant to an order of the Disciplinary Hearing 

Commission, or other court of competent juri$diction. The Def~ndapt' s consent to this order 

shall not be dee~ed to be a waiver of the physician patient privilege for any purpose other than 

for production of documents and information as required by this consent order. 

3! The Defendant shall pay all costs of this proceeding permitted by law within . 

days of service of notice of the amount of costs as assessed by the Secretary. 

Sigl1ed by the undersigned chair with the full knowledge and consent of all other 

members of the hearing committee this ~ay Of---=~~.!!!I·~ __ ---J' 1999. 
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CONSENTED TO: 

~J 
AnneM.Lamm 
Defendant 

Attorney for the Defendant 

I 
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