
r---~--~---~-···--··-~~"--·-·-~~~----~·~·~--·---~"·-·-·" "'---'-''''--'-'' ---: 

I ------------~--

I 

I 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF WAKE 

IN THE MATTER OF 

MARK V. GRAY 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

['0 1:JtJ1 . 
BEFORE TH~ 

GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 
OF THE 

NORTH CAROLIN~ STATE ~AR 
94G108.9 (III) 

REPRIMAND 

On April 15,' 1995, the Grievance ~emmitte~ ef the Nerth 
Carel ina State Bar met and censidered the grievance filed against 
yeu by the State Bar. 

Pursuant to. sectien 13 (A) ef article IX ef the Rules and 
Regulatiens' ef the Nerth Carel ina Stat~ Bar, the Grievance 
Committee cenducted a prelimina;ry hearing. After censidering the 
inf,ermation available to. it, including yeur respense to the . 
letter ef netice, the Grievance Cemmittee foundprebable cause. 
Prebable cause is defined in the rules as "reasenable cause to. 
believe that a member ef the Nerth Carel ina State' Bar is guilty 
ef miscenduc.t justifying disciplinary actien." 

The rules provide that after a finding ef prebable Cc::luse, 
the Grievance Cemmittee may determine that the filing ef a 
complaint and a hearing befere the Disciplinary Hearing 
Cemmissien are not required and the Grievance Cemmittee may issue 
varieus levels ef discipline depending upen the miscenduct., the 
actual er petential injury caused, and any aggravating e~ 
mitigating facters. The Grievance Cemmittee may is~ue an 
admenitien, reprimand, er censure to. the respendent atterney. 

A reprimand is a wr~tten ferm ef discipline mere serieus 
than an admenitien issued in cases in which an atterney has 
vielated ene er mere previsiens ef the Rules of Prefessienal 
Cenciuct and has caused harm er petential harm to. a client, the 
administratien ef justice, the prefessien, er a member ef the 
public, but the miscenduct dees net require a.censure. 

The Grievance Cemmittee was ef the epinien that a censure if? 
net required in this case and issues this reprimand to. yeu. As 
chairman ef the Grievance Cemmittee ef the Nerth Carel ina State 
Ear, it is hew my duty to. issue this reprimand and I am certain 
that yeu will understand fully the spirit in which this duty is 
perfermed. 

Yeu were asseciated by Karen Bethea Shields in 1993 to. 
assist her with a wrengful deatq. case. The decedent, Peter A:o 
fere, Sr., was killed when a Hillsbereugh pelice efficer's car 
cellided with Fe;re's vehicle during a high speed chase. Fore wa:s 
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an innecent met'erist. Shields was representing the g\lardian fer 
Fere's miner sen, Peter A. Fere, Jr. and she was representing the 
administratrix fer the estate, Alberta High. 

High discharged Shields and hired yeu as her atterney in 
this matter en or abeut September 2, 1994. High hired yeu 
because yeu effered er appeared to. be willing to. share a pertien 
ef yeur atterney fees with her as administratrix. On January 19, 
1995, Superier Ceurt Judge Donald W. Stephens upheld an erder 
affirming the remeval ef High as administratrix ef Fere's estate. 
Stephens feund that there waS sufficient evidence to. suppert the 
Octeb~r 20, 1994 erder ef The Henorable Shirley L. James, fermer 
Orange Ceunty Clerk ef Superier Ceurt that Shields waS fired in 
order to. retain yeu because yeu appeared to. be willing to. share a 
pertien ef yeur atterney fees with her as administratrix. Such 
a fee splitting' arrangement vielates Rule 3.2 ef the Rules ef 
Prefessienal Cepduct. 

Yeu are hereby reprimanded by the Nerth Carel ina State Bar 
due to. yeur prefessienal miscenduct. The Grievance Cemmittee 
trusts that you will heed this reprimand, that it will be 
remembered by you, that it will be beneficial to. yeu, and th~t 
yoU will never ?gain allow yeurself to. depart from adherence to. 
the high ethical standards ef the legal prefessien. 

In accerdance with thepelicy adepted Octeber 15, 1991 by 
the Ceuncil ef t.he Nerth Carel ina $tate Bar regarding the taxing 
ef the administrative and investigative cests to. any atterney 
issued a reprimand by the Grievance Cemmittee, the cests of this 
actien in the ameunt ef $50.00 are hereby taxed to. yeu. 

Dene and erdered, this ~th day ef ~---=~~-=-r---' 1995. 

WilliamQ. King, ha r an 
The Grievance Com 'tte 
Nerth Carel ina Sta r 
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