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STATE OF ;NORIH CAROLINA 

ootJNTY OF WAKE 

m RE: G.ENE I<ENIl.1UL 
ATroRNEY AT rAW 

BEFORE 'lEE 
~ __ --~- ~---- GRIEVANCE OOMMITI'EE 

---~. OF THE 

) 
) 
) 

NORm CAROLINA STATE BAR 
90G 0209 (IV) 

On J~Y. 12, 1990 j th~ Grievanc:e Commi~tee of '!he N<;,rth ~l~ state Bar I' 
met and cc;>nsl.dered. the grl.evance fl.led agamst you by Dl.ane stl.rlll'lg. 

! 

Pursl!lant to sections 13 (7) and 13 (11) of Article IX of the Rules and 
Regulations of the North Carolina sta~ Bar, the Grievance Committee, after 
considering the evidence, including your reSponse to the Letter of Notice, 
found probable cause which is defined in the rules as "reasonable, cause to 
believe that a member of the North Ccu;'olina state Bar is guilty of miSCOnduct 
justifYing disciplinary action." 
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The rules provide that after a finding of probable cquse, the Grievance 
Committee :may detertnine that the, filing of a compl?lint and a hearing before 
the 1?iscipl~ HearincJ Commission are. no~ ~ted ~ the Grievance 
Committee may l.SSUe varl.OUS levels of discl.plme depending upon the 
miSCOnduct, the actual or potential injury caused, and any aggravat~ or 
mitigating: factors. The least serious fom, of discipline authorized l.S the 
issuance of a reprimand to the acc:-:used attorney. 

The Grievance Committee was of the opinion that a complaint and hearing 
are not ~ted in this case and issues this reprimand to ¥ou. As 'chainnan 
of the Grievance Cotm'nittee of the No~ Carolina state Bar, l.t is now my duty 
to issue this reprimand and I am, certain that you will fully understand the 
spirit in which this particular duq is perfonned. 

You were retained by Diane stirling to represent her interests in a 
domestic matter. All matters were resolved except some of the eqUitable 
distribution issues which were tried ort June 6, 1988, and a resulting consent I 
order was prepared by you covering all issues. '!he order you prepared was 
subSeqUently amended and signed by the oppoSing party and his counsel. You 
eventually had your client sign it, but you did not file it because your 
client did ,not have her checkbook when she signed it so she could pay the 
balance of your fee. When she did not send ¥ou a check, ¥ou refused to file 
the order. ' You did. not file it until Ms. stl.rlilN complamed to the 26th 
Judicial D~strict Bar Grievance Connn:j.tt,ee. ,¥ou ~l.l~ the o~er on November 6, 
1989, seventeen months after the eqUl.table distributl.on hearll'lg. Your failUre 
to file the order violated Rule 6(B) (3) and Rule 7.1(A) (1) of the Rules of 
Professional CQnduct. The Committee understood that you had not been paid and 
that you did not want to sue your client for the fee. However, your self-help 
remedy of not filing her order was inappropriate. ' 

You are hereby reprimanded by the North Carolina state Bar for ¥our 
professional misconduct. The Grievance Committee trusts that this discipline 
will be heeded by you and cause you to red,ecUcate yourself to the adherence to 
the high ethical standards of the legal profession. Accordingly, I sincerely 
trust that this reprimand will serve as a profitable and ever present reminder 
to weigh carefully in the future your responsibility to the public, your 
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clients, your felloW attorneys, and the courts 1:::0 the end that you demean 
yourself as a member of the legal profession whose conduct may be relied 1,lpOh 
without quEaStion. '!his is a reprimand. based upon professional misconguct tha:t 
the Grievance Conimittee feels will be not repeated· by you. 

A record of this reprimand shall be maintained in the office of the 
secretal:y. Since a complaint was maCie. ~ profess~oIlPl.. misconduct ~ been 
found, the camplainant will be notified of the issuanCe of the repr~ but 
will not be given a c:::opy.. . 

within 15 days after this reprinland is served upon you, you may' ie~ 
this reprimand and request that ch?trges be filed. Buell refusal and .reqtJ9$t 
nrust be addressed to the Grievance Committee and filed with tlle Seereta:nr. If 
yO\! do file- such refusal and reque$t, counsel sh.?lll thereafter be inStrUcted 
to prepare arP file a complaint a~inst you with the .Discipli.naJ:y H~ing . 
Cominission of the North carolina state Bar. '!he hear:tng before the 
OiSC?iJ?linary Heariz:g corrnnission is public and all of its proceedings ~ i"tsi 
decl.S~ons are publ~c. 

In accordcmce with the policy adopted October 15, 1981 by the CoUncil of 
~e Nortll carolina state Bar regarding the taxing of tQe aPministratiye ,and " 
lllVestigative ·costs to any attorney issued a reprimand by the Grievarice' 
Cortnnittee, the costs of this action in the amount of $50.00 are hereby taxe;d· 
to you. 

Done and Ordered, this the . H 
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