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STATE OF ~ORTH CAROLIN~ 

COUNTY OF WAKE 

IN THE MA~TER OF 

JOHN R. SUTTON, 
AT'rORNEY AT·· LAW 
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,...... BEFORE THE 
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE . 

. OF'THE 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR 

9:3,G,93 8 0 (IV), 
,':r ...... ; . 

. REPRIMAND 

On October 27, 1993', the Grievq.nce Committ;ee of' ·tht;: North . 
Carolina State Bar' met and considered'the grieva,nce :t;ilE;!d'against 
you by the North Carolina State Bar . 

.. 'Pursuant to section 13 (A) of article IX of 'the Ruies and 
Reguiationsof the North Carolina State Bar, the Grievance 
Committee conducted ,a preliminary hearing. After considering the 
information available to it, including your response to the 
letter of notice, the Grievance Committee found probable caus.e. 
Probable cause is defined in the rules as Ii reasonable cause to 
believe that a member Of the North Carolina StateSar is guilty'. 
o'f m;i.sconduct justifying disciplinary action~·11 

The rules provide· that after a finding of probabJ,.e cause, 
the Grievance Committee may determine that thE;! filing of a 
pomplaint ,and a hearing before the Disciplinary HeariI1-g 

,Commission Clore not required and t;he Grievance.Committee ma,yissue 
various levels of discipline depending upon the misconduct,the 
actua16r potential injury caused, and any aggrava.tihg or 
mitigating factors.'rhe Gr;ievance Committee may issue an 
admo~ition, reprima,nd, or censure to the respondent ·attorney. 

A 'reprimand is a written form of disc;ipline more ser;i,ous 
. than an admonition issued in caseS in which an attorney has ' 

. violated one or more provisions of the Rules of ~rofessional' 
Conduct and has caused harm or potential harm to a clieht, the· 

. aqministrati6n of justice, the prbf'essioIi, ora merhberof the 
'public, but the misconquct does no~ require a censure. . ' 

The Grievance Committee was of the opinion that a censure is 
not requ.ired in thi$, case and is~ues 1;his reprimand. to. you. As 
chairman of the Grievance Commit-tee ot the North Caro'J,ina. State 
Bar, it is now my duty to issue this reprimand c;mq I. am cert;ain 
that you will under$tand fully the spirit in which this duty is 
perf.ormed. " . . 

prior to March 1993 you undertook to represent an individual 
who was involved in a juvenile matter' in Buncombe County .. The 
case was tried oh March 10-12, 1993 before Hon.Earl J. Fowler, 
Jr. During the hearing, you used profanity in response to . 
testimony of var,iou8 w'itnesses and interrupted witI1-esses. 
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Moreover~' you also .made a'humber 'of :meritiess.pbjections during 
the 'hearin,g, repeated 9bj ectfonE! which had. ,~eviqusly been. ruled 
upon by the cour,t, 'c;lrgued with the' court and mad.e discourteous . 
remarks to. the court'. 

Rule '7.6(C) (6) of the'Rules of Professional Conduct provides 
that a lawyer shall IlOt engage ,in undignified or discourte(;:>us 
conduct which is degracling to a tribunal while appearing in a 
professional capacity before a tribunal. Rule 7.6(C) (8) forbidS! 
attorneys to engag.e in conduct intend~d to disrupt a tribunal. 
You'r conduct during t;he juvenile hearing on March 10-12, 1993 
violated both oe these rules. 

, You are hereby reprimandeq by the NorthC~rolina State Bar I. 
due.to Y01.lrprofessional misconduct. The Grievance Committee· 
trusts that you will heed this reprimand, that it wili be 
remembered by you, that it will be beneficial to Y9U, and that 
you will never again allow yourself to depart from adherence to 
the high ethicai standards of' the legal profession. 

In accordance with the policy adopted October 15, 1981 by 
the Council of the North Carolina· State Bar regarding the taxing 
of the administrative and investigative costs to any attorney 
issued a reprimand py the .Grievance Committee, the costs of this 
actionin'the'amount of $50.00 are hereby taxed! to you. 

Done 'and ordered( this ~day ofAf~ , 1993. 

, W .' ErwinSpa:ihOUr/cilaiiIan 
. 'The Grievanc.e Commi t tee 

North Carolina State Bar 
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