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,STATE OF NORTH CAROL!N~ 
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IN THE MATTER OF 

I LINDA M. PITTS 
, , ATTORNEY l\T ,LAW 
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) 
), 
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~ l '-""'" 

BEFORE THE 
, GRIEVANCE, COMMtTTEE ' 

'OF'THE 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR 

~';:,:i 91G0605 (II) R 

REPRIMAND 

--~~~:;~ ..... ~-
------------------------~------~~--------------~------~----~--~~ 

On July 8, :1.993, the Grievance Committee of ,the NQrth Carolina 
State, Bar' met arid' consi.dered the grievance ;Eil~¢l against you by, 
Patricia L,. Thompson. ' 

Pursuant to section 13 (A) of art'icle IX of the Rule$ and 
Regulations of tpe North Carolina State Bar, the Grievance 

'. Committee conducted a preliminary hearing'. After' c;:onsidering' the' , 
'iriformatiqn availab].ei;o'it, including your rE;SpOr1Se to tpe ' 
letter of notice, the Gr,iev,ance Committee :eo~n:d probable cause. 
Probable caUse is defined in the rules as "reasonable cause to 
b~J.ieve that a member of 'the North'Carolina'State Biill:' is guilty, 
of misc;:onduct justifying disciplinary action. II ' ' 

The', rules provide that, after a finding of probabl.e' cal,.lse, the 
Grievance Committee may determine that the filing of ,a complaint 
and'a hearing before, the Disciplinary Hearing Commission are 'not 
required and the Grievance Committee may issue various levels of 
discipline depending upon the misconduct, the actual or potential' 
injury caused, and any 'aggravating or mitigating factor~.' 'rhe 
Grievance Committee may,issue an admonition, reprimand, or 
censurE; to the responde~t attorney. 

lA rE;primand is a wr;i.tten form of .discipline more serious than an 
admonition issued in cases in which an attorney has violated one 
or more provisions of the Ruies of Professional Conduct and has 
caused harm Or potential' harm to a.client, the administration of 
justice, the profession,' or a member of the public, but the 
misconduct does not require a censure. 

The Grievance Committee. was of the op;i.nion that a cerisure i$ not 
requir'ed in this case a:t:ld issue!=! this reprimand to you. As 
chairman'Qf the Grievance Committee of the North Carolina State 
Bar, it is now my duty to issue this reprimand and I am cE;rtain 
that yo~ will underst~nd fully the spirit in which this duty ~s 
pe·rformed. . ' 

You undertook to represent Patricia L. Thompson in a domestic 
case in December 1990 .. During this representation, you made a 
settlement offer of $100,000 without Mrs. Thompson's knowledge qr 
consent to John Parker who was representing Mrs. Thompson's 
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es.,~ to. . ~'~nged husband.~ Wn,en Mrs.. Thompson later indicated. a desire 
th,~ .ettle,for a much'lesser amount you refused to negotiate with 

bppos~ng atto~neys . 

. !~~'-\ 7.1(C) (11 of th~ ~ul¢~ of Px-ofessional Conduct requires 
5e\' q'rneys to· abide by .·their cl~ents' decisions r'egarc;ling 
cr .. ~·iernent. Rule 6(B) (2) requ~res attorneys to prov~de their 
iI:\~qHts.with suj:ficient infortt}ation to permit the clients to make 

. of i-lJ:-med decisions regarding the presentation. You violated both 
. kn.\.')\·he.se rtIles by· making a' settlement offer without: your client' s 

se\: III ledge and consent and by .~ater 'refusing to convey a 
. 'lement of~er to the oppos~ng party on her. behalf. 

YO\, .... 
YO\, ~rehereby reprimanded by the North Carolina Stat·e Bar due to 

. th.,",: p+,ofess'iqnal misconduct .. The Grievahge Committee trusts 
YO\,' you will ,heed this reprimand, that it will be remembered by 
ag~ \ . that it will be, bE:mefic:::ial to you,. and that you w~ll never 
st~ H allow yourself to depart from adherence to the h~gh ethical 

c \\~ards of the legal profession. . 

. ~~\ ;'~c6rdance :with the pol~cy adopted· October ~5, 1981. by the 
th.~\\l-.!il of the North Carol~na State Bar regard~ng the taxing of 
a ~' ~dministrqtive and investigative costs to any attorney issued 

. in ~Hrimand by the Grievance Committee, the costs 6f this action 
.. . he . amount of $ 5 0 .. 00 are hereby taxed to you. 

DO~'''l' d an ordered, this 

... 'S 

.~~. . 
Th~ .H, Moody, Jr., C ~rm 
Nc>~:\ ~11rievance Committee . 
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