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, on April 15, 1993, the G~ievance committee of the North carolina state 
Bar met and considered the gri~ filed against yduby the North carOiina' 
state Bar. ' , " , 

Pursuant to sec;:tion 13 (A) of article DC of the Rules and Regulations of .. 
the North carol,ina state Bar, the Gi-:i,evapce Comtnittee corrlucted a p~.llnina:ty 
hearing. After considering the infonnation available to it, including your ' 
response to the letter of notice, the Grievance Comm.i,ttee foUnd prob9bl~ 
cause. Probable cq.use 1,s defined in th~ rules as "reasonable cause to belieVe 
that a :member of the North carolina state Bar is guilty of misconduct 
justifying disciplirl.ny action." . , , , ' 

'the rules provide thai;: af"te.r a f~ of pl:'Qbable ca~, . th~ GrievanCe 
Corrrrnittee may detennine that the filing of a coinplaint' and a hear.ing before 
the Disciplinary HearlnJ COtnmission are not required and the Grie.vance 
Corrrrnittee may issue various levels of. discip]'ine ~. up'on the 

, misco~ct, the actual or potential injury caused, and any aggravating or 
mitigating factors. '!be Grievance committee may issue an adITonitiort, 
reprilnand, or a censure. ' 

A ~ is a written fom of discipline lrore seriOUs than a repr.ilta,nd, 
issued in cases in which' an attorney haS violated one or IOC>re provisions of ' 
the Rules of Professional Conduct and has caused significimt hann or potential 
significant hann'to a client, tbe adininist;+atiop of justice, 'the p~fessi9n o~ 
a member of the publ:i,c, but the misconduct does not require suspension of the ' 
attorney's license. " 

'Ihe Grievance Corrrrnittee believes that a hearing before the Disci;i,pl~ 
:Hearing Comrrri.ssion is not required in this case and issues this ~ to ' 
you. As chainnan of th~ Grievance Committee of the North carolina state Bar, 
it is ncM my duty to is~e this censure. 'I am cert:.;tin that you will 
tmderstand fully:the spirit in which this duty is performed. 

Prior to August 25, 1992, you were hired to repre.?el1t Client A, who '$S 
then a l7-year-old high school student, regarding a charge of poE?sessionof 
alcohol by a Ininor. on Aug. 25, 1992, yoq accarnpaniedClient A to col,lrt, ctt 
which time the court continued the h~ing ~ her case. 'iherea:f:ter, 
you ask$d Client A to accompany you to a small ;t:'OOffi in the courthouse, 'at 
which time you told her that she neected a spanking to :t;'eln.ind her to, keep out;. 
of trouble. You then struck Client 'A fC>U.l;" o+" five times ~cross her buttOcks 
with your open hand. You instructed Cl,ient A to corne to your bf~ice the, ' 
'follCMing Friday for an additional spanJti.ng arxl cautionE!ciher not to tell, 
anyone about the incident. 

on Friday, Aug. 28" 1992, you took Client A to a hou.se, near your law 
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, <?ffice. You; instrt.lcteQ Client A' to rerrove her ganrents belCM her waist arrl 
struCk her bUttocks with your open hard a mnnber of times. You then 
instructed CU-ient A to st.an:i in a corner with her back to you, with her pants 
remaining dcMn. 

on Sept. 4, 1992, Client A retl.lp1ed to your office, at your instruction. 
,on this ocCaSion, Clierit A stated that she did not wish to be spanked. You 
stated that you expected to be paid in sarra way for your services i but you did 
not insist on administer:irq an additional spa:nk.:in;J. 

I 

, " 
, Shortly' afterwa.ttls, you were charged with two counts of misdemeanor 

assault on a female in' connection with these incidents. on Jan. 12, 1993, the 
court entered a prayer for judgment continued for 18 mbnths in your case. You 'I: 
were ordered, to continue therapY with a pSychiatrist, perfonn 100 hours of 
c:drrImUnity setvice, refund the fee paid by Clie,nt. A'S father, arrl refrain fram 
representin] juveniles anci WCJlootl urrler 25 years of age. As of the date of 

, , 

this order, it appears that you have ccanplied with the ter.ms of the roC. 

Your actions in this natter constituted. criminal corrluct which reflects 
adversely on your fitness or trustworthiness as an attorney, in violation of, 
Rule 1. 2 (B) pf the Rules of Professional Conduct. You betrayed the trust arrl 
confidence which Client A placed in you arrl took advantagE? of ,her youth and 
inexperience. '!he fact that the Committee did not refer this matter for 
hearing by the DisciplinaIy Hearing Corrtmission does not mean it viewed your 
misconduct as anthing less than very serious. Rather, the Committee took into 
account that, you have no prior discipline,' that you sought counseling 

,'intrnediately ~fter your arrest arxl that you have suffered a substantial amount 
of public, h~iation as a result of this matter. ' 

.. ~ 
You are, hereby censured by the North Carolina state Bar for your 

violation of, the Rules of ProfessioIial COnduct. '!he Grievance <::arnmittee 
trusts that you will ponder this censure, recognize the error that you have 
,nade, arrl that you will never again allCM yourself to depart from adh~ to 
the high ethical ~ of the legal profession. '!his censure should setve 
as a strom ~er and irrlucem9I1t for you to weigh carefully in the future 

, your responsibility to the public, your Clients, Yotlr fe1lCM attorneys and the 
courts, to the end that you derrean yourself as a respected member of the legal 
profession wpose <;::enduct may be relied upon without question. 

, In accotdance with the policy adopted october 15, 1981 by the COuncil of 
the North cai:"olina state Bar regarding the taxi.rq of the adrtlinistrati ve and 
irtvestigativ~ costs to any attorney issued a censure by the Grievance 
Cominittee, the costs of this action in the amount of $50'.00, are hereby taxed 
to you. 1 

Done an;! order<ad, this ~g day of "~ , 1993. 
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