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STATE OF NORm CAROLINA 

ClXJN'I'Y OF W1U<E 

IN WE MA'ITER OF 

WILLIAM: E. BREWER, JR. 
ATJX)RNEY AT LAW 
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, BEFORE ';[HE 
GRIEVANCE~ 
. . '.' OF 'iHE' . 

NORIH ~LINA STATE BAR 
91G0743 (II) 

On January 16, 1992, the Grievance Camnittee of' the North carolina state' 
, Bar~met and considered the grievance filed against you by ,Wi~ Stewart., . 

Pursuant "b;> section 13 (A) of article IX o1! tl1e 'Rules and 'Regulations 6f ' 
the North carolma state Bar, the Grievance ,committee comuct:ed a preliTIdnary 
nearing. After cqnsidering t.I:e infonnat~on availabl~ to. it" including you:p . 
,respcmpe to the letter of nob.ee, the Gr~~ COmmittee fourrl prObable . 

, cause. Probable cause is 'defined in the rules as "reasonable caUse to believe 
that a member of the North carolina state Bcir is guilty of misconduct . 
justifying dif:;Ciplinary action." " 

'Ihe rules provide that after a fin:i.i.rg of probable caupe" the Grievance 
Cormnittee may detennine that the filing of a cat1plaint an:i a pearing Pefor€! 
the Disciplinal:y liearing Connnission are not required am the Grievqnce ' 
Committee may issue ~ious levels of diSciplinedeperxting upon the 
misconduct, the actual or potential injury caused, arP. any aggravating or 
mitigating factors. 'Ihe Grievance a:mnittae may ;Lssue an admonition,' 
J;eprimand, or censure to the resporxient attorney. ' 

, A reprirn,arrl is a written fom of discipli,ne no~ s;erious than an, 
admonitioI} issued in cases in which an attorney has violated one or more 
provisions of the Rules of Professional Conduct and has caused harin or 

" potential harin to a client, the administration ot justice, the pro;f~ion, ,or 
a 1ne.Inberof the public" bUt the nrls<::onduct does not requ;ire a censure. ' 

'Ihe Grievance Conunit;tee was of the opinion that a cens;ure is not ~ 
in this case and isSues this reprimarxi to Y0'4. As c;.hainnan of the GrieVgnce, 
Committee of the North Cqrolina state Bar, it is now my duty to issue this 
reprimcm:l and I am certain that you will urrlerstard ftilly the spirit in whiCh 
this duty is perfornm. 

You were appointed guardian 'Of TOOd Jones, an i.nCo1i1petent, in OctOber, 
1989. Despite several reiquests by ~ Wake County Clerk of SUperior Coqrt, 
you failed to file a 90-day inventory or any aI1l1Wll accountings regarding , 
Jones' estate. You were ultimately rem:::7Ved as gtJatdian in June 1991 for your . 
failure to file these accountings. You were ordered at that time by the, clerk 
to file a final ac:x::ou.nting withitl 30 days. You also fa;i.ledto cCmtply with 
this order. 

By failin:J'to file proinpt accountings in the Jones estate as 'required by 
law and by ignorin:J the, clerk's order to ,file a final ac:x:::qunting, you.. . ' , 
neglected a legal matter entrusted to you, in violation of Rule 6(B) (3) of the , 
Rules of ProfeSsional Corrluct. 'ihe fact that you have a busy practiCe is not 
an excuse for neglect:in:;J' other client matters. As the Co1mneI1t to Rule 6(13) (3) 
points out, an attorney should never urxiert,ake nore matterS than he or she can 
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competently: han:lle. 

'Ihe Grievance CoImnittee took i.nto account the fact that you were 
cooperative with the N.C. state Bar regardin:J the Jones matter ani that the 
records sha,.r that you harxiled the estate fun:1s properly. ·'Ihe Cormnittee also 
noted that you appeared. to be genuinely contrite. 

You are hereby reprinmrled by the North carolina state Bar dlie to your 
professional, ndscorrluct. 'Ihe Grievance Ccxmnittee trusts that you will heed 
this repdloarxi, that it will be J:elrpmbered by you, that it will be beneficial 
to you, ani :that you will never again allCM yourself to depart fram adherence 

. to t,h,e h,igh ,t?thical ~ of the legal profession. 

In aceOrdanCe with the policy adopte1 October 15, 19Si by the Council of 
the North carolina state. Bar regan:1..in:J the taxirxJ of the administrative an:i 
investigativ:e costs to any attorney issued a reprimarxi by the .. ,Grievance ., .. 
Cartunittee, tpe costs. Q~ Ws action in the aIOClUIlt of $50.00 are hereby taxed 
to you. . 

Done anI:i ordered, 1992. 
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Fred, H. Mcxrly, Jr., .u~·~~~ 
'Ihe Grievance Cdn'nnittee 
North carolina state Bar 
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