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STATE' OF NORI'H CAROLJNA ' 

OXJNTY OF WAKE 

IN THE MATl'ER OF 

JOHN BOURIDN 
ATI'ORNEY AT lAW 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

---- ~ -----~ ------

BEFORE THE 
GRIEVANcE co.1MITI'EE 

OF THE 
NOR)1I CARoLJNA STATE BAR 

90G0?66 (II) 

on July 16, 1992, th~ Grievance COmmittee of the North carolina state Bar 
met and" considered the grievance filed against you by 'lbe North carolina state 
Bar. 

, Pursuant to section' 13 (A) of article IX of the Rules and Regulations of 
the North carolina state ,Bar, the Grievance COmmittee corrlucted a preliminary 
hearing. After considering the infomatioI) available to it, including your 
response to the letter of notice, the Grievance Cormnittee, found probable 
cause. Probable cause is defined in the rules as 'IIreasonable cause to believe 
that a member of the North carolina state Bar is guilty of misconduct 
justifying ,disciplinary action. II . 

'lbe rules provide ,that after a firrling of probable cause, the Grievance 
Cormnittee may detennine that the filing of a c::orrplaint an:l a hea,ring before 
the Disciplinary Hearing Canun.ission are not required and the Grievance ' 
Committee may issue various levels of discipline depending upon the 
misconduct, the actual or potential injury caused, and any aggrav~ting or 
mitigating factors. 'lbe Grievance Committee may issue an admonition, 
rep~imand, or censure to, the respondent attorney. 

A reprimand is a Wr,l. tten form of discipline more serious than an 
admonition issued in cases' in which an attorney has violated One or more 
provisions of the RUles of PrOfessional Conduct and has caused hann or 
potential hann to a client, the administration of justice, the profession, or 
a member of the public" but the misconduct does not require a censure. 

'!he Grievance, CorrItrdttee was of the opinion that a censure is not required 
in this case and iSSUe:? this reprimand t9 you. As chainran of the Grievance 
Cornmittee of the North' 'carolina state Bar,' it is naY my duty to, issue this 
reprimand and I am' certain that you will urrlerstand fully the spirit in which 
this duty is perfonned. 

You represented Michael E. Seagroves in a divorce action against his 
wife, Claudia Seagroves. Mr. Seagroves infonned you that he and 
Mrs. Seagroves lived iri the same hoUse at the time that he claimed the parties 
separated. However, you alleged in the Con'plaint for Absolute Divorce filed 
on April 8, 1987 that Mr. and Mrs. Seagroves separated On or about March 26, 
1986 and th,at they "haQ remained separate and apart since that time". At the 
time the complaint was filed on April 8, 1987, the parties had not remained 
separate and apart as they were living together in the same house. 
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You prepared a divorCe judgment 'whi~, i:ncuciateQ: t.hat Mr~ 'and Mrs. ", 
,$~groves separated as of March 26,' 'i986 ,that iii was:the intentiOh of ,'. '. 
Mr. Seagroves to' cease matrirronial cohabitation. with Mrs; s~giuveS,' airl that 

, Mr. and. Mrs. Seagroves had li vedseparate arrl apart from ~ch other since 
their separation and. had at no t:i.rne resume matr.imdnial cohabitation. 

," " I':i-I~:~-: - _,'< ~ -,' 

However, in your response to the' Gri~ Connnitt$e, you indicated that . 
. Mr'~' SeagrOves infonned you that he and. his wife had not "rE;!CJUl,arly" Slept . 
. together nor was Mr. Seagroves involved .with Mrs. SeagroVes; "rdmarttically or 
otherwise on a regular day to day' basis" • . 

'!he Grievance Cormnittee was concemed that tlle pleadings you filed on " 
, Pellalf of Mr. Seagroves were misleacii.rg and. did not affinnatively disclose ~ll' 
the facq; pertaining to the Seagroves' separation. '!he case law at tl)e time 
of th~ filing of the divorce corrplaint established that ~paration meant the 

.' ceSsation of cohabitation. Cohabitation was defined by North Cqrblina case 
'law as living together as man and. wife, inclucUng the parties' ;involvement in 
sexual relations. You have in:l:j.cateci that you knew that Mr. arid Mrs. ' 
Seagroves had sexual relations on a irregular basiS and w~e mvol ved 
romantically, albeit irregularly. " , 

'Your conduct violated Rule 1. 2 (C) and. (D) of the RuleS of Professional 
Conduct. As an officer of the court, you have an ethical opligation to be 

, ¢omple1;:ely truthful with the court'. All faqtual c:i,rcurn:;;-qmces must ~ , 
disclosed to the court 'So that a proper ciecis:i;on 'can be mde.'. ' 

You a+,"e pereby reprimanded by the North Carolina,Stiite' Bar' :du~. to YOtlr 
prof~sional misconduct. ,'!he Grievance ComInJ,.~ trusts that you willl}eed 

" this reprimand, that it wiil be ~ bY you;' that it will l:;>ebeneficial 
, to you, apd that you will never again all~ ybUrself to qepaft ,from adberence 
to the high ethical sta:rrlal::'ds of the legal .profession.; , 

, In accordance with the policy adopted October 15, 1981 py t:.ne Council of 
the North Carolina state Bar regarding the ~ 'of the, admin;i.sh-ative and. 

, investigative costs to any attorney isSued a repriIncmd by, tl1e Gr;i.evance 
Cormnittee, the costs of this action in the a:rrount of $50.00 ~e,h$rePY taxed 
to you. ' ' 

[232,] 

Done and. ordered, this ~day of ,~ ,i992,. 
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