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STATE ,OF NORIH CAROLlliA ': 
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BEFORE ntE 
GRIEVANCE W1MITl'EE 

',' OF THE 
NORIH CAROLINA STATE BAR 

91Go308(II) 

IN THE MNlTER OF 

, HENRY A. GAMBLE, 
ATroRNEY AT lAW 
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fUBLIC REPRIMAND 

" On July 11, 1991, the Griev?ll1~ Corrnnittee pf the North carolina state Bar 
met arrl considered the griev~ filed against you' by Cephus McNeil • 

• r • -" ...... ~: ... <' ... ,} _It .... , • ,. 

Pursuant to section 13 (7) of Article Ix of the Rilles arrl Regulations of 
the North carolina state Bar, the ,Grievance Conunittee, after considering the 
evidence, :includ~ your' ,response to 'the Letter of Notice, found probable 
cause Which is defmed in the rules as "reasonable cause to believe that a 
nleItlber of the North ca:p;,lina state Bar 1s guilty of misconduct justifying 
disciplinary action." ," , ", 
'" ' 

'!he rules provide that after a firrling of pi;obable cause, the Grievance 
Conunittee may determine that the. filing of a CX?fuI?:Laint ani a hearing befOre 

, the Disciplinru:y Hearihc] Commission are not requlreci' arrl the Grievance 
Committee may issue varlOUS levels of discipline. depending upon the 

'm!-sc;:ondt!ct, the actual or pc;>tential inj';UY caused( am any c;tggravatin;]or 
nutl9Clt.mg factors. '!he Grlevance Conunittee may lssue a Prlvate Reprimand, a 
Publlc Reprimand, or a PUblic CensUre to the a~ attorney. 

, The' Grievance cOmmittee was of the Opinion that a comPlaint ani hearing 
are not required in this case arrl issues this' Public Reprimand to you., As 
chainnan of the Grievance Conunittee of the North carolina State Bar, it is I1CM 
my dUty to issue this PI,lblic Reprimand ani I am certain that you will 
understand fully the ,spi,rit 'in which this dUty is perfonned. ' 

I 

A Public Reprimand is a serious fom ,of 'discipline lluposed by the I 
Grievance committee. '!he Grievance Committee felt that your conduct warranted 
pdPlic discipline duetQ your violation of the Rules of Professional Oonduct. 

~. '. .' 
t ' ... ' 

The committee trusts that this miscondUct will not recur. 

You represented Cephus McNeil regarcUng drug charges in federal court in 
1981. Mr. McNeil was convicted after two trials, the first of which ended in 
a mistrial. Aftef t;l1,e 5eC9nd fric;tl, ~eil told you ~t p~ ~ted ,to al?~" 
Although you pronused t9 flle notl,ce of appeal, you falled to do so. While 
Mr. McNeil later expressed some dissatisfaction with you, you failed to file a 
i1ot~ce of withdrawal with th~ Court, to notify the,court of Mr. McNeil's 
deslre to appeal arrl to,obtam other counsel for him. \ 

Rule 6(B) (3) of the Rules of Professional Oonduct requires attorneys to 
handle ,legal matters entrusted to them with' reasonable diligence. You 

, violated this rtile by f~iling to enter a notice of appeal' 0n 'Mr. McNeil's 
behalf, or in the alternative; seek a court order allowing you to withdraw as 
his attorney before the deadline for filing the apPeal elapsed. 

" You are hereby publicly ~prirnarrledby the North carolina state Bar due 
to your profeSsional miSconduct. The Grievance Cormnittee trusts that you will 
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ponder this PUblic Reprimarrl, ~ze the ~r that yOu ha~e made, arxi that 
you will never, again allow yourself to, depart frOm adherence to the high , 
et9ical standards of the legal profess,ion. '!his 'Public Repr:i.Inard, $Quld se;rv~ 
as a strong ~emil;tder anq induce,ment for, you to weigh cru:-$fully 'in, t.h,e fut~ , 
yotJr responsibilJ.ty to the public, yC>tlf' clients, your fel,low,atto:rneys ru:tl, the 
courts to the end that yqu d~ yoUrSelf as" a, ~ rnenibE:u" ,of the legal 
profession whose co~~ may be, relied upon without, questio~. ' 

, .' , '!his Pu.blic Reprimand will be maintained as a pennaneni;. 'reo;:>~" ;in 'tb~', ': ' 
, Judgment bbOkof the North carolina state:Bar. f:;;ince a 'cOrrplaint Was made ~ 
, professional misconduct has lJeen found; the complainant will receive a copy of 
, this ,Public Reprimand. A' copy also is available to the ~lic upOn request.' 

Within 15 'days after, th'is Publio Reprimcurl is ~ed ~n yqu; yep maY , 
refuse, this' Publib Reprimand and request that charges be filed~ ',SUqh ;re~' 
and request must, be' addressed to the ~rievance Connnittee' and, filed with: th~ 
Secretary. ,If you do file ,such refusal. am request, courisel shpll thereGlf~ 
~ ll;squcted to Ji,repare c;md. file a cciITplaint agait;tst you With the, • 
,DJ.Scl.plmary Hearmg Conmu.ssJ.o;n ,of the North Cqrolma state Bal;". ',' 'l;h~ H$armg 
befqre ~e Disci1?linary: H~:i.ng COrnrni~ion is pUblic, qnd :al.l Of its " , '., " 
proCeedJ.ngs and J. ts decJ.sJ.on are publJ.c. '"' ' ' , " 

, In accordance with" the policY adoptErl October ~5, '1981 by the Council,of: 
~e North Cqrolina state 'Bar regarding the taxj,ng of th$ aqmini$tratj,ve anq 
investigative' costs to any attorney issued a reptimarrl l:iy the Gr~evanoe . ': ' 
COImnittee, the costs of this action in the arrctint:: of $50~00 are h~ ~ed 
to you.' J'J' 

Done and orCie+ed, this 11 day of liU~lj .. ~1991: 
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~~,~. 
RolJertJ:'R9b,inson( diail;'man' 
'!he ,Grievance Cbmmi.ttee", 
North carolina state Bgr 
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