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PUBLIC REPRIMAND 

on April 13, 1989, the Grievance Cbn'IItlittee of the North Carolina state 
Bar met and considered the grievance filed against you by Marie W. Hubbard. 

Pursuant to Section 13"(7) of Article IX of the Rul8$ and Reguiations of 
th~ North carolina state Bar, the Grievance Conunittee, after considering the 
evidence, including your reSponse to the letter of Notice, found probable 
cause which is defined in the rules as "reasonable catJ?8 to believe that a 
member of the North carolina state Bar is guilty of misconduct justifying 
disciplinary action." ' 
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'!he rules provide that after a finding of probable cause, the Grievance 
COrmnittee may deteJ::mine that the filing 'of a cotrplairtt and a hearing before 
the DisCiplinary Hearing CormnisSiOri are not required and the Grievance 
COrmnittee may issue various levels of discipline depending upon the 'I' 
misconduct, the actual or potential injw:y caused, and any aggravat~ or 
mitigating factors. The Grievance COmmittee may issue a Private Repri.roand, a 
Public Reprimand, or a Public Ce.hsU:re to the accused attorney. 

The Grievance Cq.mmittee was of the opinion that a complaint and hearing 
are not required in Ws case and issues this Public Rep:r;imand to you. As 
chainnan of the Grievance Committee of th~ North carolina state Bar, it is now 
my duty to issue this Public Reprimand and I am ~in that you will 
understand fully the spirit in which this duty is perfonned. 

A Public Reprimand . is a serious fonn of discipline inposed by the 
Grievance COmmittee. '!he Grievance committee felt that your conduct warranted 
p$lic discipline due to you,r violation of th~ Rules of Professional Conduct. 
'Ule committee trusts ~t this :tniscOnduct will not reoccur. 

In April, 1980, Ms. Hubbard purchased the property lecated at 201 
Thompson Street in Raleigh, North carolina from you and your wife. The 
negotiated price was $15,000. You accepted her $15,000 cheCk for the 
property. Ms. Hubbard, or her representative, failed to record her deed. Ms. 
Hubbard, upon discovery that the deed had never been recorded, recorded the 
deed On April 17, 1987. Ms. Hubbard subsequently learned that you had deeded 
the property to your son, Dana lee Grandy, by deed recOrded March 3, 1987. 
She had to employ counsel to get the property back in her name. 

Your recordJ.I:g of the deed to :your son ~ done in en: effort to keep Ms. 
Hubba.r9. from sellmg the property Wl.thout paymg your claJ.mS for back taxes 
you claimed she agreed to pay when she purchased the property. However, you: I" 
had accepted her check for. the purchase price and had cashed it. You never 
wrote to her and demanded payment ,of any back taxes. Your self-help method of , ' 
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protecting your claimed interept in the property v,iolated Rule, 1~ 2 (f) '. Th$ 
deed to your sen of property you had conveyed in 1960 coI1$t~~:tt9d a 
misrepresentation of the true state of the title on 1:J1e pUbliq, recor'd. 

The qommittee was aware that you did not intend 1;>y t:he deed to'''$~i' 
the property from Ms. Hubbard. However, the COmmittee :felt y~ meth6q Q:e 
enforcing your claim against: Ms Hubbard warranted' this action. ' 

You are hereby pub:!-icly reprimanded by the North Carolina, $~t$l;lQr .dUe 
to your professional misconduct." '!he Grievance COmmittee ~tp that you 
will ponder this Public Reprimand, recognize t.he ~r ~t yOU have .made,' apg 
that you will never aga,in allow yoursel,f to depart from .c;lQl1e$ce.tQ th~' h,igh . 
ethical standards of the legal protession. '1l1is Publ,ic Repr;i:roatrl $ouJ.:d setve 
as a strong reminder andinduc;::e.ment for you to weigh car~ftilly .:i,n tPe· fUttg'e 
your responsibility to the public, your clients, your fellow attorneY$' a.txl. the 
courts to the end that You demean yourself' as a ~ member of the legal 
profession whose conduct may bere1,ied upon without:. question. 

'!his Public Rep+"iInand will be maintained as a permanent:. I'eCQrd in' the 
judgment book of the Nort,h carolina state Be¢'. Sin~ a cn.nPl~int was I:DCld~ and 
professio~ miscorPuot has been found, the complainant. will J;eCeive ,a c:Ppyo:f 
this Public;: Repr~. A copy also is availab,le to th~ public upon request. 

Within 15 days afte!r this Public Reprimand is serveq upon you, you 'may 
re;Cuse t:his Public Reprimand a.nO. request t.llqt charg~ be . filed. SUCh ;refuSal 
and request must be addressed to the Grievance Commit~ an;;1 filed with '~ 
Secretary. If you do i:,ile such refusal and reqUest, counsel ~l th.el:"eafter 
be instructed to 'prepare and file a corrpl$t against you with the ' 
DisciplinaJ:y Hearing Conunission of the Nort;h 'Carolina state Bar.' 'IheHearing 
before the Discipl:i,nary Hearirx.:J Coimni.ssion is pUblic and a,1l of its 
proceedings and its decision are public. 

In accordance with the policy a¢lqpted October 15, 1~81 by the CQunqil of 
the North carolina state Bqr regarding the taxing of t;he aqrninistl:'?ltive and 
investigative costs to any 9-ttomey issued a rep+imand .l:>y' t.l1e G:t:ievahce 
Committee, the costs of thiS act;i.Qn in the a.:meqnt of $50. 00' arebe:J:eby taxed 
to you. 

Done and ordered, 
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Robert A.' wicker, ChaiJ::man· 
The Gril:vanoe Committee. 
North caroliria state Bar 


