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NORm CAROLINA 

WAKE CX>UNTY 

THE NORlli c,AROLINA STATE B.2\R 
Plaintiff, 

v. 

JJ;.,.Y BLACKElQRN, JR., ATIORNEY 
Defendant 

) 
) 
), 
) 
) 
) 
) 

'. .~I 

L:. BEFORE '!HE , 
,DISCIPLINARY HEARING OOMMtSSION 
'.' OF THE, ," 

NORIH CAROLINA STATE BAR 
89 me 22 

. :. OONSENTORDER 
OF PISCIl?LlliE 

This matter coming before the \lI1dersigned Hearing Comrn.ittee of1;:he , 
Disciplinal:y Hearing Cormnission pursuant to Se<;:t,ion 14 (8) of Article pc 6f 
the Rules and Regulations of the North carolina State Bar; 'and it appearing , 
that l;x>th parties have, agreed to waive a' fonnal l1~ing in this nicltter,; and ' 
it further appearing that both parties stipulate and agree to the following , 
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of law '~~ted in this Consent Order ana ' 
to the discipline llnposed, the Hearing Cormnittee therefore en~ the 
following: ' 

FINDINGS OF FAcr 

1! The' Plaintiff, the North carolina state Bar, is a body duly , ' 
organized under the laws of NOl;'th carolina and is the pro,per party to bring 
this proceeding under the autho:rity granted it in <llapter 84 of thta Gt;mera;L 
statutes of North carolina and the Rul~ aryj, Regulations of the North, ' 
carolina state Bar promulgated thereund~. ' 

~. '!he Defendant, Ray C.}31acl¢>um,Jr., was admittec:l to the Nortn 
carolina state Bar in 1982 and is and was ~t all times referred to herein" 
an Attorney at law licensed to pt'l;l.ctice. in North <:a+o~ina, subj~to th~ 
rules, regulations, and Rules of Professional R~nsibili~of theNo,rth 
carolina state Bar and the laws of the state of North ~l:uia., ' 

3. IAlring all of the pericrls referred to herein, the be:fendah1;:wa~: 
engaged in the Ptclctice., of law in the tCMn of HaInpstead, Pender COunty, 
North carolina. ' 

4. Defendant was appointed in July, ;1.987, to represent Michael D~, 
ste~, who was charged with first degree burgl~. 

5. Fol.lowing trial, Stewart was convicted and on January 25, 1988 ( , 
Blackburn entered notice of appeal on Stewart's behalf. 
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6. Blackburn: failed to perfect Stewart's, appeal, failed to withdraw as 
stewart'S attorney ani failed to obtain substitute counsel to represent 
stewart. 

7. Blackburn failed, to cammunicate adequately with stewart regarding 
his appeal. , 

8. Blackburn is an alCOholic ani but for his alcoholism the miscon;luct 
respecting stewart Would not have occurred. 

9. In 1988, BlackbU!n entered a 30-day treabnent program for 
alcoholism, which lie SUccessfully completed. 

10. Blackburn has atten:led AA meetings regularly since mid-1988 ani 
haS remained saber continuously since that t~. 

11. Blackbmn has been disciplined by the N.C. state Bar on two 
occasions in ,~e past ~o17 failirq to perf~ appeals in c;-iminal ca.re,s. In 
1985, he recel.ved a prl.vate reprimand and m 1986 he recel.ved a publl.c 
c:ensure. 

Based upon the fo:te';Joing Firrlings of Fact, the Hearing Committee makes 
the following: 

CDNCllJSIONS OF lAW 

1. 'lhe befendant's conduct constitutes groun:ls for discipline pursuant 
to N.C. Gen. stat. Section 84-28 (b) (2) in that: 

(a) By failing to perfect Stewart's appeal, Defendant neglected a 
legal matter entrusted to h.iln in, violation of Rule 6(B) (3), failed to 
complete a contract of employment in violation of Rule 7.1(A) (2) and 
prejudiced or damagEP. a client in violation of Rule 7.1 (A) (3) • 

(b) By failing to· cammunicate with stewart resPecting his appeal, 
Defendant violated Rule 6:(B) (1). 

2. But for the Defendant I S alcoholism" the violations of the Rules of 
Professional Conduct would not have occurred. 

ORDER OF DISCIPi.J:NE 

1. The Defendant, Ray C. Blackburn, Jr., is hereby suspended from the 
practice of law in the state of North Carolina for a period of six months 
from the date this Consent Order of Discipline is filed., '!he periexl of 
suspension is stayed for three years, upon the following conditions: 

(a) 'lhat the Defendant continue to attend M. meetings at least once 
each week for the entire three year suspension periexl; 

(b) 'lhat the Defendant abstain from Co~ arrt alcoholic 
beverages or controlled substances throughout the entire three year 
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suspension period except on the advice arrl prescription of h.j.s phys:i,cian; 

(0) '!hat the Defendant not violate any provisions of the RI,lles of 
Professional Corrluct at any t:ilre dur:i.iq the three-year suspension perioa; 

(d) '!bat the Defendant continue to serve on the N.C. Stclte Bar"S 
PAISCormnittee throughout the three year suspension .period; 

(e) '!hat, the Defen::Iant;. meet with ~ H. Corl:>ett qndjOl;' ~. 
Traywick at least once each month during the three yearsuspens:j..on ~ioQ 
D.lrirq each such meet~, Defendant will :make available to Corl:>ettand/or 
Trayw~ck a list of pe:ndi.I:g legal natters he is han:Ujng for cl~E:mts ?UJC;l'. . 
upcorn.ing deadlines ani will provide proof that he is meeting all appliqqble 
deadlines ard cammunicating with clients; , 

(f) '!hat Defendant shall not act as ~ in apy orWnal apJ?$a,ls, 
witl').out associating co-counsel. 

(g) Defendant will pay the costs of this proceeding. 

'!his the 

JOhn :e. McMillan, Cfuiinnan 
Fo~the cammittee 

1 Seen and consented to: 

~-
At Y for the Defendant 

carolin D. Bakewell . 
Attorney for the Plaintiff 
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