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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF WAKE OF THE
89G 0216 (III)

IN THE MATTER OF

WILLTAM L. SITTON, JR.
ATTORNEY AT 1AW

ACCEPTANCE/REJECTION OF
PUBLIC REPRIMAND

P e

TO: The Grievance Conmittee of the North Carol:ma State Bar
ATTN: R. E. James .
Post Office Box 25908
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611

I hereby give notice to the Grievance Committee pursuant to Section
13(11) oflArtlcle IX of the Rules and Regulations of the North Carvlina State
Bar as follows:

[ X1 I hereby accept the Public Reprimand issued by the Grlevance
Coammittee in the above-referenced grlevance file ud
that the Public Reprimand will be filed as provided in Subsection
23(A) (2) of Article IX.

[ ] Ihereby reject the Public Reprimand issued by the Grievance
Camimittee understandmg that a Complaint will be filed in the
DJ.sc:Lpl:mary Hearing Commission pursuant to Section 14 of

T g * Article IX.

This the 2l day of _ AvgusT ., 1989.

William L. S:Ltton, Jr., ‘Kgorney
#ile No.: 85G 0216(III)
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA _ BEFORE THE

— GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE
QOUNTY OF WAKE OF THE
NORIHCAROIMSTAIEBAR

"89G 0216 (III)

IN THE MATTER OF

WILLIAM L. SITION, JR.

A PUBLIC REPRIMAND

N Nt s v ot

On July 13, 1989, the Grievance Committee of the North Carolina State Bar
met and cons.uiered the grievance established upon your voluntary dlsclosune of
information to the North Carolina State Bar.

Pursuant to Section 13(7) of Article IX of the Rules and Regulatlons of
the North Carolina State Bar, the Grievance Camittee, after comsidering the
evidence, mcludmg your response to the Ietter of Notice, found probable ‘
cause which is defined in the rules as "reascnable cause to believe that a
menber of the North Carolina State Bar is guilty of misconduct justn.fylng
disciplinary action."

The rules provide that after a finding of probable cause, the Grlevance
- . Committee may determine that the filing of a complaint and a hearing before- - - -

the Disciplinary Hearing Commission are not required and the Grievance

] Conmittee may issue various levels of dlscn.plme depending upon the

h misconduct, the actual or potential mjury caused, and any aggravati ,
mltlgatlng factors. The Grievance Committee may issue a Private Repr:unand,
Public Reprimand, or a Public Censure to the accused attorney.

The Grlevance Committee was of the opmlon that a ccmpla:.nt and hearlng
are not required in this case and issues this Public Reprunand to you, As
chairman of the Grievance Committee of the North Carolina State Bar, it is now -
my duty to issue this Public Reprimand and I am certain that you Wlll ‘
understand fully the spirit in which this duty is performed

A Public Reprlmand is a serious form of discipline imposed by the
.Grievance Committee. The Grievance Committee felt that your conduct warranted
public discipline due to your violation of the Rules of Professional Conduct.
The committee trusts that this misconduct will not recur.

After an injury which you sustained in a fall on August 17, 1987, you
became addicted to the medication prescribed for your injury. After not being
able to voluntarily withdraw from tak:mg the medlcatlon, and not being able to .
get more of the medication prescr:.bed since your injury no longer xequlred it,
you called a Union County pharmacist, identified yourself as a physician, and
ordered the medication for a fictitious patlent. You then plcked up the
medication from the pharmacist. You contimied calling pharmacists in three
counties for prescrlptlons of the medication 1dentn.fy:.ng yourself as a doctor
A and prescr:blng the medication for flctltlous persons for approxm\ately four
: months. ' In February 1988 you were arrested in Union County for obtaining
controlled substances by fraud. You subseguently sought advice from: a doctor
| ard, following his advice, checked yourself into Willingway Hospital in
Georgla for inpatient treatment which lasted for flve weeks. You have since
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continued treatment by actlve participation in an Alccholics Ano

program. You eventually entered a no contest plea to two misdemeanor counts
of possession of a controlled substance in Union County. You further resolved
r all other potential criminal charges in Mec}denburg ard Iredell Counties.

Your having obtained controlled substanws by fraud violated Rule 1.2(B)
and (C)' of the Rules of Professional Conduct. However, the committee was
cognizant of the addiction which caused your misconduct and understood that
the addiction occurred from prescription medication rather than from some
illegal experimentation with drugs. The comittee was also J.mpressed with
your efforts to overcome your addiction by your voluntary hospltallzatlon ard
your active partlmpatlon in continuing treatment. The committee was also
impressed with the evidence that your legal skills were not adversely affected
during your period of dependency so that no client was adversely affected. 2s
a result of these strong mltlgatmg factors, the camittee voted to issue you
this reprlmand rather than send this matter to the Dlscz.plmary Hearing
Cammission.

You are hereby publlcly reprimanded by the North Carolina State Bar due
to your professional misconduct. The Grievance Committee trusts that you will
ponder this Public Reprunanc‘i recognize the error that you have made, and that
you will never again allow yourself to depart from adherence to the hlgh
ethical standards of the legal profession. This Public Reprimand should serve
as a strong reminder and inducement for you to weigh carefully in the future
your responsibility to the public, your clients, your fellow attorneys ard the
courtstoﬂueemithatyoudemeanyourselfasarespectedmemberofthe legal -
profession whose conduct may be relied upon without question. ~

This Public Reprlmand w111 be maintained as a permanent record in the
Judgment book of the North Carolina State Bar. A copy also 1s available to

the public upon request. .
lst

Within 15 days after this Public Reprimand is served upon you, you may .
refuse this Public Reprimand and request that charges be filed. Such refusal -
arxirequestnmstbeaddrassedtomesrlevancewmnltteeandfuedmﬂithe
Secretary: If you do file such refusal and request, counsel shall thereafter
be mstructed to prepare and file a cafplaint aga:Lnst you with the
Disciplinary Hearmg Conmission of the North Carolina State Bar. The Hearing
before the Disciplinary Hearing Comnission is public and all of its

proceedings and its decision are public.

In accordance with the policy adopted October 15, 1981 by the Council of
the North Carolina State Bar regarding the taxing of the administrative and
J.rwestlgatlve costs to any attorney J,ssued a reprimand by the Grievance
Committee, the costs of this actlon in the amount of $50.00 are hereby taxed
to you.

Done and ordered, this 2/ day of M/ , 1989,

e :

Robert A. W:Lcker, Chairman
The Grievance Camittee
North Carolina State Bar

#119




