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STATE OF NORIH CAROLINA 

~O~WAKE 

BEFORE THE 
GRIEVANCE CXM-1ITI'EE 

OF '!HE 
NORIH CAROLINA STATE BAR 

89G 0216(III) 

IN TaE MA'iTER OF 

~ t. SITroN, JR. 
ATIORNEY AT lAW 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ACCEPr.ANCEjREJECI'ION OF 
:ruBLIC REP.RDWID 

'10: '!he- Grievance COmmittee of the North carolina state Bar 
ATIN: B. E. J?une5 . - -
Post Office Box 25908 
Raleigh, Nortil carolina 27611 

I herebY give notice to the Grievance COrmni~ pursuant to section 
.13(11) of Article IX of the Rules and -Regulations of the North carolina state 
Bar as follows: 
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I he;-et>Y a'?OOpt the :Public Repr.imarrl, issg~ ~ the Gri~ 
Conunittee m the above-referenced grl.evance fl.le urrlerstan1ing 
that the Public Reprimand will be filed as provided in SUbsection 
23 (A) (2) of Article IX. , 

l hereby reject the PUblic Repr.llten:l ~ by the Grievance 
COmInittee wrlerstan1ing that a COrtplairtt will be filed in the 
Disciplinary Hearing commission pursuant to Section 14 of 
Article IX. 

'!his t7le _2_1r-_' day of _t.....A'""'I):.iIoG~{}:...S'-T.A-_...,..--:.,._.....-. __ 1 1989. 

c;J..Q..L SidmtJ,. 
William L. sitton; . Jr. I :ttorney 
~file NO.: 89G 0216 (III) 

I i 
;. 

,..~ .. 



I 

,I 

STATE OF ~ORI'H CAROLINA 

9JUNTY OF WAKE 

m THE MA'ITER OF 

WILLIAM L. SITrON, JR. 
ATIO~ AT IAW 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

BEFO:RE)'IHE 
GRIEVANCE~ . . . OF iHE" .. -

NORlH CAROLINA STATE ~ 
. 89G 0216 (Ill} 

on JuJ,.y 13, 1989, the Grievqnce Committee of the Not;:.h Q:u:ol.iila atateBar 
met qnd considered the grievance established upon your vol~disc;;:lpsure' of 
infonnation to the North Carolina State Bar. . 

Pursuant to Seqtion +3 (7) of Article IX of the Rule$ aniRegUl~t.ions; of 
the North Carolina state Bar , the Grie'Va.nce Committee, attar CQnSiqer:i+lgth~ 
evidence, including your respo~ to the letter of Nqtice, found prQbaPle 
cause which is defined in tl1e rules as "reasonable cause. to believe that a 
mel1lber of the North carolina state' Bar is guilty of miSconduct just±fy.ln;J 
cti.sciplinary action." .. ~. . 

. .. 
The rules provide that after a fin:iinq of pJ:'Obable cal,l$e, tpe Gri~vqnce 

carnmittee may detennine that. the filing of -a .cdnlt?laint ani a ~.i.rY:1 before· . 
the pisciplinal:y Hea,ring Ccm1mission are' not required ·cud the. 'Gri~ 
Comm;ittee may issue varioUs levels of discipline deper¥iihq upon the 
misconduct, the actual or potential injury caused, art! any.aggra~tin:.1 o~ . 
mitigating factors. The Grievance Committee may. ~e a ptivate ~prilna.rd., a 
Public Reprimand, or a Public Censure to the accused attorney. 

The Grievance committee was of the opinion tha:t a cottQ;>laint a.n:J b~in9' 
are not required in this case ani issues this Public Repr~ to you. As 
cha;Lnnan of the Grievance Conunittee. of the North Q:lrolina S~te Bar, ;tt is nCM . 
my duty to issue this Public;:: Repri.mim:l ani I am certain that you will 
uilderst:ar1!i fully the spirit in whiCh this' duty is perfo~. .' 

A Public Reprimand j,s a seJ;"ious fom· of discipline ~ by.t:he 
. Grievance Conunittee. The Grievance o;m;mittee felt that your cordudt ~ted 
public discipline due to your violatiop. of the Rules of ~fessiClnai COp::luct •. 
'lh!a cormnittee trusts that this miscorrl1Jct will not recur. . 

After an injury which y01;l sustained in a fallon August 17, 1987 ~ you 
became addicted to the medication prescriberl for your injury. After not ~i.ng 
able to voluntarily withdraw from taking the medication; ?ll'ld not being abJ...e to. 
get mOre of the medication prescribed $ince your injury 110 longer ~. it, 
you called a Union County phannacist, identified yourself as aphysi¢ian, anCi 
ordered the medication for a fictitiouS patient. You t.O.en p;ickei:,i: up the' . 
. medication from the phannacist. You continUed calling phannadis"t$ in th:r'ee 
counties for prescriptions of the medication identifying yourself ~ a (ioctor 
and prescribing the medication for fic;:titious perso~ for, approximatel¥ four 
months.· In Feb:rucu:y 1988 you were arrested in Union county for obtaining 
controlled substances bY fraud. You subsequeptly sought advicefJ;'dm·. a doctor 
and, follCMing his advice, checked yourself into Willingway H6$p:j.:t:al in. 
Georgia for inpatient. treatment which lasted for five weeks •. YoU have pince 
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continued treatment by active participation in an Alcoholics Anonymous 
program. You eventually entered a no contest plea to two misdemeanor counts 
of possession of a controlled substance in Union CountY. You further resolved 
~l other potential criminal charges in Mecklenburg and Iredell Counties. 

Your having obtained controlled substanceS by fraud violated Rule 1.'2 rB) 
and (e)' of the Rules of ProfessiOnal COOOUct·. HCMeyer, ,the COlnInittee was 
cogni?:ant of the addiction which. caused your ~Ct and um~ that 
the addiction occurred from presCription m:dicatibn rather thah from some 
illegal e.xperilnentation with drugs. '!he committee was alSo ilnpressed with 
your efforts to overcome your addiction by your voluntaJ:y hospitali~ation and 
your active participation in c:ontinuing treatment. The committee was also 
ilnpressed with the evidence that your legal Skills w~ not adversely affected 
during your period of depe.rrlency so that no client was adverselyaffeqt:ed. As 
a result of these strong mitigat~ factors, the committee voted. to issue you 
this repr:i1nand rather than serXi this matter to the Disciplinary Hearing 
Conunission. . 

You are hereby publicly reprilnarrled by the North"Carolina state Bar due 
to your professional mi~rduct. rrhe Grievance CoImnittee tnists that you will 
ponder this Public Reprimand, ~ze ,the error that you have made, am that 
you will never again allow yourself to depart from adherence to the high 
ethical ~ of the legal profession;' rrh:j.s Public Reprimand Should se:t:Ve 
as a strong reminder and inducement for you to weigh carefully in the future 
your resporu;;ibility to the public, your clients, your fellCM attorneys am the 
courts to the end that you demean yourself as a respected tnelnber of the legal , 
profession whose Conduct may be relied upon without question. ' .. 

rrhis Pubiic Reprirnan::l will' be maintained as a pennan9nt record in the 
judgrrent book of the N9rth carolina state Bar. A COpy alSo is available to 
the public upon request. ' 

within 15 days after this Public Reprimard is se:t:Ved upon you, you may 
refuse this Public Reprimand ani request that chal:ges be filed., SUCh refusal 
and request must be a~ to the Grievance COmmittee and filed with the 
Secretary~'.: If you do file su~ refusal ~ request, counsel Shall thereafter 
be instructE!d to prepc¢e and. file a"; COl'fPlaint against you with t.ne . 
Disciplina:ty Hearj.ng cartnnission of the North carolina state Bar. rrhe Hearin;J 
before the Discipl:i:nqry ~ing Commission is public and all of its 
proceedjngs and its de¢ision at1a public. 

In ~ccordance with the policy adopted October i5, 1981 by the CounCil of 
the North carolina ~te Bar ~egarding the taxing of the administrative and 
investigative costs to any attorney issued. a repr:ilnam by the Grievance 
COmmittee, the costs of this action in the amount of $50.00 are hereby taxed 
to you. 

D:>ne and ordered, 
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Robert A. Wl.cker, Ola.uman 
rrhe Grievance Cormnittee 
North carolina state Bar 
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