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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF WAKE 

IN THE MATTER OF 

KURT R. CONNER, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

-,,' ,. " 
" - ... 

) 
) 
) 
) 

) 
) 

------
, ' .. ' 

\:'; 
-. -., -" ."! .. 

.' "~ I ,', ':. ,. 
. " . . 

BEFORE THE 
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 

,- ' .. '. OF THE 

--------
" " 

.' NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR 
, .: 86G 0290(III) 

PUBLIC CENSURE 

At its regular quarterly lI),eeting on October" . .22,-19Be, the. Grievance· 
Commit,tee ,of the North Caroilina State Bar conducted a preliminary hearing 
under Section 13 of the Discipline and Disqarll),ent Rules of the Nor,th Carolina 
State Bar regarding the grievance brougl;lt to the State Bar's attention by 
Superior Court Judg'~ Judson D. DeRamus, Jr. The Committee considered all of 
the evidence bef9re it. Pursuant ,to Section 13(10) of the Discipline and 
Disbarment Rules, the Committee fQund probable cause. Probable cause is 
defined under the Discipline and Disba~ent Rules as: "A finding by the 
Grievance Committee that there is reasonable cause to believe that a member of 
the North Carolina State Bar is guilty of misconduct justifying disciplinary 
action." The Committee determined that a complaint and a hearing were not 
warranted i~ this ma'tter and the CQmmittee issued a Public Censure upon your 
acceptance-' of it. Therefore, the Committee issues this Public Censure to 
you. 

As Chairman of ~he Grievance Committee of the Notth Carolina State Bar, 
it is ~ow my duty to issue this Public Censure and t am cer.tain that you 
understand fUlly the spirit in which this duty is performed, t;hat you will 
understand the censure, and appreciate its significance. The fact that a 
ptibl-ic eensure is not the most ser;tous discipline that may be imposed by the 
North Carolina State Bar. should not be taken PY yo,u to indicate that any 
member of the Committee 'feels that your conduc't was excusable or less than a 
serious and substantial violation of the Code of Professional Responsibility. 

You were appoi-nted by Superior Court Judge Julius A. Rosseau, jr. by 
order dated December 12, 1,984 to perfect the appeal. 6f F~ank Edward Griffin, 
Jr. upon his conviction of criminal charges in Wilkes Co,unty cases f;34 CRS 
5541, 5542, a~d 5543. Frank Edward Griffin, Jr.'s sentenee of life 

.. imprisonment for his' convictioin of first degree sexual of'fense in 84 CRS 5542 
was di'rectly appealable to the -North Carolina Supreme Court. The North 
Carolina Supreme Court entered an order bypassing the North Carolina Court of 
Appeals in the cases t,hat were not appealable (iirectly to' the North Carolina 
Supreme Court. You sought and were granted extensions of time to serve your 
proposed record on appeal on the dist"rict attorney up through and including 
December 31, 1985. After no proposed record on appeal has been filed with the 
district attorney 'by May ·21" 1986, he moved to dism:l,.ss the a,ppeals in Wilkes 
County Superior CoUrt and s~heduled his motion for June' 2, 1986. You were 
served with this motion. On June 13, 1986, Judge Judson D. DeRamus, Jr. 
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referred thE! matter to t'he North Carolina State Bar. You were, :sehtl:l4etter 
of Notice by theChai'rman o~ the Grievance Committee on June 17, 1986 via, 
certified mail, re,turn receipt requested. The return rec;eipt was signed :QY 
your secretary,Janet 1;.,. McNeil" on June 20,1·98.6. You did not responc;lto tne 
Letter of Notice.. A fO,llow-up letter was sent tQ you on July 21, 1986,!, You 
,did not respond to it. You did, however, file a record o,n appeal wit;,htl1e 
North Ca'l."olina Surpeme Cour,t, in July, ~986 which the coUrt ,acc;:epted'. 

You were subsequentl,y subpoenaed ~o attend the, Griev,ance COP!lIlitte~ 
meet'ing scheduled for the 22nd of October, 1986. Your secre,haty', janet t,. 
Me'Neil signed the return receipt for the subpoena on October 6, f.986,! You did 
not show up in response to the subpoena. You dic;l .phone tqe Stat~'Bar office 
on the morning of Oc'tober 22, 1986 to inform thE! Committee that ,t,he -rE!cord on 
appeal had been filed in July 1986 and that Mr. Gl."iffln's appeal was' 
procee'c;ttng. You had no excuse for your failure to res'pond to t'he 1nqjJ:f.~r:tes'of 
the North Carolina St'ate .. B/:lr o'thE!r tha~ the press of bu-siness-. 

In ,the 'NoJ;'t'll Carolina Code of Profess.ional ~esponsibilitY, a,n at.torner is ' 
ac;lv!sed about hi$ obligations in hanc~ling his cliep,t' $ legalmat~er!3. ' 
Disci:p1inary Ru,le 6-101,(A) (:3) sta'tes that a la~ei:'shallQ,ot 'neglect a' l~gal 
,matter 'entrusted to him. Canon 7 charges an attor,ney with ,the duty of 
repre'sent:lng his client ,zealously wi thin the bounds of the law.. DiscipH;nar,y 
Ru~e 7-101(A)(1) provides that a lawyer shal~not intentional~y fail to seek 
the lawful o,bject:t.ves 6f his client through 'reasonab~y availab;le means. 

In addition, it is grounds for discipl:lne pursuant ~othe N,. C'. Gen. 
Stat.. §84 .... 28 (b)(3) to' fail to answer any fOl:'lIial inquiry or 'complaint 1~sued by 
or in the name of the North Carolina State Bar in any di!3ciplinary mClt'ter. 

You not only neglected !"9 expediti'ouslyperfect your ,cl;f.ent's appeal" you 
fal1edt9 answt;!r the inquiries of the Not-tll Caro:U·na State Bar ,.conc~,rn~ng yo~r 
in'aetion. Only because you did .perfect~r. Gr~,ffi,n' s,appeal. dur,1,ngthe B8,:r's 
'inquiry l'nt,o tqis ma,tter did the' COiilglittee elect not to setid thi$ m~,t,ter t;i) 
,the Disc'ipl1:nary -Hearing COIiiJJ:!.ission. 

Th-e Grievance Committee hopes that in the fut~re yourpr.ofessj,oQ,al 
conduct w:Ul reflect credit 9n the lega:,t prof,es'sioh and ,in$pire ,the 
confidence, respect, a'nd trus t of your clients and of t,he ,public .. 

The .Committee is confidEmtthat this Puplic Censure will ,be, hee(j.ecl by 
you, that it will be remembered by you, and will be beneficial to you. 'the 
Co¢iitittee is confident th~t you willnev~r again allow you~,sel,f todepar,t from, 
strict adherence to the highes,t standards of the profession. Instead of be~ng 

~ abutden, thi,s Public Censure should, serve, a's a pr,ofitableand ever,prese'o,t 
reminder to weig~ car,ef.li~l.y your responsibilit$es to your clieIlt,s, to the, 
p~blic, to YQ~r fellow at t9r,ney's ,at:ld to ,the courts. 

Pursuant to Section' 23 of the bisc~plin~ and Disbat;nent Ruli:!s., j,t is 
orde,red that; a certified copy o'fthis Public Censure be forward,ed. t9, t;h~ 

Superior Court of WilkE!s County for en~ry UPOIl ,the judgment 'docket and' to the 
Supreme Court of North Carolina for ent,ry in its minutes. Tht,s, ~ublicCenstire 
will also be maintained as a permanent record in the jud,gment 'book o~the ' 
North Carolina State Bar. Pur SU<i1ntto policy adopted by tbe Coup,ci;l,Q£tne 
North Carolina Stat,e Bar on the taxing of costs' incases whel."e clisct,pline .is 
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entered by the Grievance Committee, you are hereby taxed $50.00 as the 
administrative costs in this action. 
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