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BEFORE THE COUNCIL
. OF THE .
NORTH CARCLINA STATE BAR
81 DHC 7 ’

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF WAKE

IN THE MATTER OF REINSTATEMENT

oF ORDER OF REINSTATEMENT

e NP e Nt et | -
‘

JOHN T. MORRISEY

This cause coming on to be heard and being heard by t,h"e, é,ouncil §f
the North Carolina State Bar on April 16, 1982, pursuant to Rule 25( \)
of Article IX of the Rules and Regulatmns of the North Carol:l.na State
Bar upon the Petition for Reinstatement to Practlce Law f;g.led by John
T. Morrisey; and » | |

It appearing that this matter was referred to a héaringscomﬁ.tteév
of the Disciplinary Hearing Commission pursuant to Rule 25 ('Af (3) which
held a hearing on October 23, 1981 whére evidence was 'vpreSehﬁe& and |
arquments heard with A. Root Edmonson representing the Norﬁh Carolina
State Bar and John T. Morrisey appearlng pro se, and V‘ :

It further appearing that sa:.d hearing commlttee made Flndlngs of
_Fact and Conclusions of Law which the Council of the North Carolina State

Bar hereby adopts as follows:

FINDINGS CF FACT ‘

1. John T. Morrisey V-ﬂas; duly licehsed to,Practice ‘law‘ i;nfEh,e
courts of the State of North Carolina on October 19, 1951, after having
passed the Bar examination in August, 1951. Petitioner practiced law
in North Carolina continuously for tWentY"‘SlX (:26')‘ yeéfs untll July 15 ,:
1977. . -

2. The matters leading to the North Carolina State Bar's Order
of July 15, 1977, consists of the follewing: o

(@) John T. Morrisey was employed as Executive Diregtoxf of the

North Carolina Association of County Commissioners frofmuSépﬁembér. l, |

-19.65, until January 14, 1977 when his resignation became effective.

(b) On June 6, 1977, John T. Morrisey entered a plea of guilty

in the Superior Court of Wake County to the charge of @mbezzleme‘r'it
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to the Stat‘ieis prison system for a period of six (6) years. Of
the six year term, John T. Morrisey was ordered to serve forty-five
(45) days :Ln active time and the remainder of the sentence was
suspended for four (4) years durir;g which tJ.me John T. Morrisey
was placed on spécia]_. probation and ordered to (1) comply with the
rules and r%egulation of the North Carolina Probation Commission,
(2) camply With the rules and regulations of the North Carolina

% Department of Correction, (3) not to violate any penial law of

any state or federal goverrmant for four (4) years, (4) not practice

Jaw in the State of North- Cérolma or any other state or the
District of Columbla, and (5) to pay a fine of Three Thousand
Dollars ($3:,OO0.00) and the costs from his personal earnings and
under the s%;pervision.of the Prcbation Officer.

(c) The basic facts which gave rise to the indictment, guilty
plea and conviction of John T. Morrisey were that during the period
of July, 1974 through January 14, 1977, John T. Morrisey committed
financial improprieties in the management and conservation of the
funds and ménies of the North Carolina Associatién of County
Commissioners including the misappropriation of same funds, the
inability tc} properly account for others, improper charges to the
account of ‘;'he Association, and that John T. Morrisey was fully
responsible ffor such misappropriated funds and unaccounted for
funds which were alleged to total $43,466.02.

3. John T. Morrisey resigned as Executive Director of the North
Carolina Associa’éion of County Commissioners effective January 14, 1977.
During the week c;f March; 1977, John T. Morrisey freely and voluntarily
tendered and surrfendered his license to practice law in North Carclina

and further adviéed the North Carolina State Bar that he did not desire

e

to contest the charges of alleged misconduct which were under investigati

by thée North Cémjilina State Bar.
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4. Pursuant to the Superior Court's COrder of June 6, 1977, .
John T. Morrisey was incarcerated :Ln the North Carol:Lna State Prlson \
system for forty—flve (45) days from June 6, 1977, unt;l July 21, 1977 .

5. On December 15, 1978, the Superior Court of TWake Cowtty,
North Carolina entered an Order temineting the eupen‘rised R;t_'obation'
as the same was not necessary. . '

6. Prior to May, 1980, John T. Morrisey peid in full the fine
and court costs adjudged in the Superior Court action of June 6, 19771. |

7. On May 21, 1980, the Superior Court of Wake Countyln the o

action of ‘State of North Ca.rolJ_na v. John T Morrlsey, 77-CRS—-28178

entered a final order terminating all probation and restored hlS rlghts '

of citizenship.

8. As a result of the actions of John T. Morrisey for the period =

of July, 1974 through January, 1977, as described above, John T.

Morrisey voluntarily filed amended income tax retuins for said period"s:;‘ -

as a result thereof he was assessed with additional North Carolina . .
state inhcome taxes of slightly more than $3,000.00 and Federal 1ncome '
taxes of almost $13,000.00. John T. Morrisey is maklng regular mnthly
payments of $100.00 to the North Carolina Department. of Revenue end
$200.00 per montl} o the United States Interal Reveﬁu’e‘y SerVJ.ce ‘ Thete o
is currently owed to the North Caroline Department of Revenue 3 ‘
additional payments of $100.00 each after which his inde'bteéfn‘ess‘ to
the North Carolina Department of Revenue will be paid in full. There
is presently owed to the United States Internal Reire'nue Service a
balance of approximately $8,000.00 and which balance is being paid
off at a rate of $200.00 per menth. - ‘

9. The funds of the North Carolina Association of C;‘odﬁtj

Commissioners were insured by the Great Ameérican Insurance Company and

payment in full to the North Carolina Association o,f‘ Coﬁnty"’CoMissioners‘ |

by sai‘é\i insurance company has been made. ‘

10. In 1980 the Great American Insurance Company brought civil -
action against John T. Morrisey, for the amount of money it »allegea
was misappropriated or unacceunted for by John T. 'rl}@r:isey mthe amount.’
of $43,947.24. On June 23, 1981, a Notice of Diend.seal‘ was entered in
the Superior Court of Mecklenburg Cou.nty in the above—referred to , 7

action of ‘Great Amerlcan I_nsurance Company v. John T. Nbrr:.sey as the

AL7
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‘matters in controversy between the#Gr'eat Aerican Insurance Company and

John T. Morrisey tizere settled. In settlement of his obLiqat;i.pns to ’{

Great American Insurance Company, John T. Morrisey executed a promissory

note in the amount of $20,000.00 to be paid in installments begimning

October 10, 1981.. l

11. Since July 21, 1977, John T. Morrisey has been engaged in the
following activities, gainful employment and volunteer services:

(@) -July - August, 1977, real estate sales course was taken

and successfxfllly completed in Raleigh, North Caroli‘l;lg.

%

(b) September, 1977, real estate license was.iSsued by the

North Caroliﬁa Real Estate Licensing Board.
(c) October - November, 1977, Income Tax couise taken and
successfully completed.
(da) Api:il, 197'8, volunteered to serve in VISTA Program of
United States Federal Government.

(e) Auéu$t - Octocber, 1978, engaged in VISTA service in

Phoenix, Arizona in community outreach services.

(£) Nos}entber, 1978 - September, 1979, involved in VISTA l

service in Charlotte, North Carolina, working with ex-convicts
in job counselling, placement counselling, community relations
and family o:irgénizations. |

(g) December, 1979 - June, 1980, involved in VISTA services
in Raleigh, North Carolina, with Offender Aid Restoration Program,
planning and }executmg job fair and job training program for
female inmates and ex-offenders.

(R) Juie 10, 1980, voluntarily terminated VISTA and volunteered
services w:.th Wake County District Attorney's office. His offer of
volunteer seJ}vice was accepted and he served in this capacity until

August 15, 1980, receiving nominal campensation.

({) August 15, 1980, was hired as clerk/receptionist in the I

Weke County District Attorney's office and now serves in that
capacity. John T. Morrisey has also performed the duties of

investigatorial assistant to the Wake County District Attorney.

o

Ag‘«;i{gg%v*
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12.. Petitioner has adhered to every term of the Court's Order of

June 7, 1977, and to the North Carolina State Bar's Order of July 13,
1977. |

13. Special Superior Court Judge"Donald L. Smlth, thé p;esidj_ng
judge who sentenced John T. Morrisey oﬁ June 6, 1977, and RaﬁdOIph J.
Riley, District Attorney for t:ﬁe 10th Prose,cutofial District, who ‘
prosecuted John T. Morrisey, are uniquely qualified to judge the :
culpability of Petitioner's embezzlement offense. Both Judge Smith and
Mr., Riley are also specially qualified to Jjudge Mr‘arr‘is'ey s present moral 4
qualifications through observation of Morrisey's conduct and social
interaction as an employee in the District Attorﬁey’ﬁs 'ofﬁice; Neither .
Judge Smith nor Mr. Riley expressed any reAservatio,ns in recommending
Mr. Morrisey's reinstatement. These withesses fiﬂ.'ly appr‘e“ciafed ’che ‘
necessity of protecting the public's interests. - |

14. John T. Morrisey has beén open and candid abéuit h:Ls dfféqSe )
to his former employer, those investigating his offense, the Court,
the public and to this Committee.

15. John T. Morrisey accepted full responsibility fér all funds
unaccounted for to the North Carolina Asséciation of County: Gonmi.:sfsione‘rls‘}
even though'scm—z of the funds were expended on behalf of tﬁe Assoéiation.

16. There is little likelihood that Detitioner, if reinstated, | |
would commit any other serious offense.: 7 ’ | | ’

17. Upon successful conpletién of both undergraduate and law school
programs -at the University of North Carolina at Chapel I-Iiil, John T.
Morrisey passed the North.Carolina State Bar exén‘ti.riatién, was duly
licensed. Petitioner exhibited competence through many years of
experience in representing municipal or local govemn*ents jof an l
association of same. ' ’ A

18. John T. Morrisey has the requisite campetency andlearlngm
the iaw to be licensed as an attorney in this State, as evidenced’by
the witnesseé questioned by the Commission. Dbna‘ld‘:L\. Sm:Lth, S_p'ecAJf.,al
Superior Court Judge, J. Randolph Riley, District Attorney of ﬁhe,:Tenth

Prosecutorial District, and T. L. Odem Attorney of Charlotte, North | |

R
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Carolina are of the, ‘ijginiOn that John»T. Morrisey has the requisite
conpetency and leatllt;ing in the law at this time to be licensed as an
attorney in this State. Further, these witnesses expressed complete
trust and confidence in the judgment and abilities of John T. Morrisay
in legal matters and would have no hesitation retaining him as an
attorney.

19. John T. Mé)rrisey has demonstrated humility, honesty and openness
by freely admitting that he was formerly an attorney who made a mistake,
committed a Crim:i_nai offense, was convicted of embezzlenmﬁt, was disbarred,
and has been volunteering and performing his services as an effort to
make restitution tox society for his offense above and beyond the monetary
restitutionf active: sentence, probation and disbarment. As his own
witness at the hearing, John T. Morrisey exhibited an attitude of
admission of quilt, humility and a continued desire to rehabilitate
hinself, make com‘pléate restitution in every possible way, and to return
to the practice of law if at all possible. His attitude and demeanor
reflected what his actions since the offense have demonstrated:
complete remorse, umility. .and a sincere and diligent effort to make
amends for his offe:éxse and to rebuild the character and reputation he

enjoyed prior to 1977.

CONCLUSICNS OF LAW

1. Based upon the evidence ?resented by these witnesses who were
uniquely qualified ’Fo judge John T. Morrisey's present moral fitness as
balanced against Mr. Morrisey's culpability for tﬁe offense for which
he was disb‘a:’creé, Pe%titioner has successfully rebutted the presumption
of unfitness raised;by the seriousness of the 'offen‘se for which he was
disbarred.

2. Althoﬁgh Cijohn T. Morrisey was a mature experienced indivicﬁu_al
at the time of his éffense, he has fully accepted responsibility for
his wrongdoing and redirected his energies to exhibit his reform.

3. John T. Mqrrisey has occupied himself primarily in volunteer
work and other employment of service to the public since his disbarment.

His conduct, highly visible to defense lawyers and the gerieral public

[
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who have dealings with the office of the DiStrict AttOruey p has he"eﬁ

4. Only four and a half years has elapsed since John T. ;Nbrrrsey's
conviction of the serious offense of @ezzlmnt. However; Petitioner :
has been able to exhibit reform during this period of time "I'o den}) |
his reinstatement for the sole reason that not enough tJme has passed
since disbarment would discourage future disbarred attorneys from
similar efforts to achieve reformation.

5. Joln T. Morrisey"s present competence and learing J.nthe law
is evidenced by his education qualifications, admission to practice law
and by his many years of exh:.blted competence in the area of munlc:Lpal
and local government representatlon Petltloner has denmnstrated by
clear, strong and convincing evidence, that he has the regun.red ‘moral
qualifications, conqcetency and learh'ing in law and that the ‘resl.lfrtption
of the practice of law w1th:Ln the State by the Petitioner will be |
neither detrimental to the integrity and standing of the Bar or the
administration of justice nor subvers1ve of the publ:.c :Lnterest.

Now, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED ‘that:

~ A.  The license to practice law of John T Morrisey be Cr'ijeinst_ated‘
forthwith; o

B. The Secretary is hereby directed to del:.ver to John T. Morr:l.sey

the Certificate of License now in possession of the Secretary, a.nd

C. The Secretary is hereby directed to forward a copy of thlS

Order to the Supreme Court of North Carolira, the North C‘aro‘lina Court o

of Appeals, the Clerk of Supericr Court of Wake County fan& any other
courts previocusly notified of John T. Morrisey' S dlsbarment. . |

D. John T. Morrisey be taxed with the costs of this proceedlng |
as certified by the Secretary. | (

By Order of this Council of the North Carolina StateBa.r thn.s

16th day of April, 1982.

ohn W:Lshart Campbezl, f 3side
he North Carolma State Bar

ARe
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I, B. E. Janéé, Secretary-Treasurer of the North Carolina State
Bar do hereby certify that the above Order of Reinstatement was duly
adopted by the Coﬁncil of the North Carolina State Bar at its meeting
on April 16, 1982y

Given over my hand and seal of the North Carolina State Bar this
the l6th day of Agril, 1982.

Pl

B. E. Jamég
Secretary-Treasurer
The North Carolina State Bar




