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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF WAKE 
"1 !,' ,. 

-,. ~ .. , - -. 
BEFGR;e THE C:;OUNC]L 

OF TEE 
NORr'H CAROLINA, S':CATE: BAR 

81 DHC 7 

, , . -. ." , _ .. ~ - - , . . - " 

--~----~~-------------~~---------~---~~-------~-:-------~-~.--~-~~~~~~~ 

n~ THE MATI'ER OF RE:INS'i'ATEMENT 

OF 

JOHN T. MORRISEY 

~--~-----~--------------~---~----------~-------~---~-~--~--~~--------~-

'Ibis cause ~g on to be heard and being heard by the Council 0:1; 

the North Carolina state Bar on April 16, 1982., PtJrsUapt to Eule 25 ~A) 

of A1::ticle IX of the Rules and Regulations of the North Carolina· State . 

Bar upon the Petition for Reinstat~ent to Practi~ Law f;:l.led by John 

'1'.. Morrisey; an4 

It appearing that thi$ matter was referred tcp .13. hearinc;rcommittee 

of the Disciplinary Hearing Cornrni ss ion pursuant to ~e 25 (A) (3). whiCh 

held a hearing on CCtbper 23, 1981 where evidence . was presented and' 

arguments heard with A. Root &lm::>nson repref:?enting the North: Carolina 

State Bar and John ~. .MorJ;'isey appeariIilg pro .Sl!?; Rnd 
~,~ <' 

It further appearing that said hearing cormU. ttee made 'Findings of 

Fact and Conclusions of Law which the COuncil of the t-~orth Carolina State t' - . - .,. ." ., - ., > 

Bar. heJ;eby adopts as follows: 

FINDINGS OF FACI' 

1. .John .1' ~ Mortisey W~Si 'dUly licensed to. pr~ctice l~w :i;h. th~ 

courts of the Sta,te ot No;t:th Carolina on Cc;tober ;1.9, 1~51, aft~ having 

pa$sed th~Bar exami.i1ation inAU~s~, 19J5.1. Petitione;r. pr.;lcticeo. l.;lw 

in North ca,rolina continuously ~o~ twenty-six (~6) years tmt.il July 15, 

1977. 

2. The matters leading to tl).e N:orth Carolina 'State BS;t' sOrder ' 

of July 15, 1977, consists of the follow;i.ng: 

(§.) John, T. ~1Orrisey was ~loyed a,s Ex~cutive Di;reptor of i;he 

North Carolina Association of Countycommi$l3ioners from· Sepi:;:~r 1, 

·19.65, until JariW3ry 14, 1977 when his resignatl.oh ~cal:ri€3 effectiv~. 

OJ I On JUne 6, 19.77, JohnT. MOrrisey $'ltel;,eq '9-piea ofgtiij;ty 

in the Superior Court ,of Wake County to the charge of~zzlentE;mt 
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to the Stat.e i s prison system for a period of six (6) years. Of 

the six yea,r term, Jol:m T. MJrrisey was ordered to serve forty-five 

(45) days, ill active time and the remainder of the sentence' was 

suspended ~or four (4) years during which tirre Jal:m T. r·1orrisey 

wa~ placed ,on special probation and ordered to (1) comply with the 
! . 

rules and tegulation of the North Carolina Probation Commission, 

(2) cornply with the rules and regulations of the North Carolina 

J" I • f ~,Depart::rrent ?f Correction, (3) not to v:iolate any penI.al law 0 

C!Ily state 'o~ federal gove~t for four '(4:) years, (4) not practice .... .,..::~ 
, _ :~'i': '~.~.:, 

·law in the$tCl,te 'of Nori;:ff'~lina or any other state or the 
• ,I. . : ''- "",....... ~ • '. ~ 

District ot Columbia, and (5) to pay a fine of 'Ihree 'Ihousand 

Dollars ($:3,000.00) and the costs fran his personal eanrings and 

under the su~ision.of the Probation Officer. 

(c) The basic facts which gave rise to the indici::rt'ent, guilty 

plea and co~Viction of jol:m T • Horrisey were that during the period 

of July, 1974 thf0ugh January 14, .1977, John T • Mprrisey committed 

financial imProp~ieties in the.management and conservation of the 

funds and nOnies of the North carolina Association of County 

Garnrnissione~s including the misappropriation of same funds, the 

inability t9' properly account for others, iropropel;:' charges to the' 

account of the Association, and that J6l:m T. Morrisey was fully 

responsible:for such misappropriated funds and unaccounted for 

futiClswru:chwere alleged to total $43,466.02. 

3. John T. ~1orrisey resigned as Exeqlti ve Director of the North 

Carolina Associa-hion of County CQm'niss;loners effective January i4, 1977. 
I 

Ouri:ng the week of March, 1977, Jol:m T. Morrisey freely and voluntarily 

tendered and sun+endered his license to practice law in North Carolina 
. I 

and ;further advised the North Carolina Stat.e Bar that he did not desire 

to contest the Ch,arges of alleged rtIi$conduct which were under investiga 

by the North Car~3,.ina State Bar. 
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4. Pursuant to the Superior Court's Order ,ofgune 6" 1977 , 
, "-",-

John T. Morrisey was incarcerated in the North carbl.tna State' Prison " 

system for forty .... five (45) (days from ,June 6, 197"7, until July 21, lQ77. ' 

5. On December 15, 1978, the Superi9r Court qfWake': GouritYi 

North carolina entered art Orde~ terminating the su]?erVised PFobation 

as the same was not n~ce$sary. 

6. Prior to May, 1980" John T. Morrisey paid in full the fine' 

and co1J,rt tosts adju,dged in the SUf€rior Cour;t actio):l of ,Ju.ne 6, 1977. 

7. On May 21,. 1980, the Superior Court of Wake County in, the 

action of 'Sta,te 'of North Carolina y.:.. John '1'. Morrisey, 77-cRS;..2Sl78. 

entered a final order terminating all probation and' restored' his rightEr 
, !": 

" 
of citizenship. 

8. As a result of the actiob,S of ,John, T. Mo;rJriseyfor the' periOd 

of July, 1974 through January, 1977, as described qbove, Jolm'!'. 

M:)rrisey voluntar:i,ly filed arrenqed ,income tax l;'etur;ps for §ia;td ,period.s:; 
, " , 

as a result the:i;eof 'he ~s assessed with additional North ~olina 

state income taxes of sl;Lghtly nore ~ $3,000 .00 andFeder~ inoorn$ , . " ' 

taxes of alnost, $13,000. 00. Jolin. T. Morrisey is TIla,king regu1~ rcpnthly 

payments of $100. 00 to the North Carolina Department of Rev~ue and 

$200.00 per oonth to the United States Interal Revenu,e Service,. 'Tller~. 

is CUrrently owed to the North carolina Deparbrent of Revenue 3' 

additional payments of $100.00 each after Which his indebteqness to' 

the North Carolina Depart:rrent of Revenue will be paid in full. There 

is,presently ow~ to the Onited States In~r.nal Rev~ue Service a 

balance of approx.im3.tely $8, 000 . 00 and wh;lCh balance is being paid 

off at a rate of $200.00 per rronth •. 

9. The funds of the North Carolina Association of Coun:t:y 

Cormri.ssioners were insured' by the Great American Insuranc~ company at).d 

payment, in full to the, North Carolina ASsociation of County'COrCmti,ssioners; 

by said insurance company has been made. 

10. In 1980 the Gre~t A-rnerican ,;Lnsura,nce Cbmp9l1Y proug!it civil" 

action .a~~st JOM T. M::>rrisey, for the ~unt of lIOney i talleged 

was rnisa,ppr0p;r:iated or un~CCQunted fo;r:'l::)y John T. '~1QJ:'i':Lsey ,41,' th~, amount' 

of $43,947.24. On June 23, 1981, a Notice of Dismissal was: entered in 

the $uperior Cqqrt of ME:;cklenbu,rg Cqunty ;in the above.-refe+tea t:o 

action of 'Great 'Arrericart 'Insurance Company v . .:rohn 't. ,Morris~y asi;:J.1,e 
'. ~ ----- -.. - , , , 
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matters in controversy between ~;:-.·Great American Insurance Company and 
'7"(-

JOM T. Morrisey were settled. In settlement of his obliqations to 

Great Atrerican Insurance Company, John T. ~lorrisey executed a promissory 

note in the amount of $20,000.00 to be paid in installments beginning 

c:ctober 10, 1981., 

11. Since Jcly 21, 1977, John T. M::>rrisey has been engaged in the 

following activittes, gainful employment and volunteer services: 

(a) ·Jl.4y - AuguSt, 1977, real estate sales course was taken 

and successflli1y corgp~eted in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
I - "t~{. 

(b) september, 1977, real estate license was .. ~:t~sued by the 

North Caro1iI'la Real Estate Licensing Board.''J.y~lf 
(c) a::tober - November, 1977, Incorre Tax course taken qnd 

successfully completed. , 

(9.) Ap~i1, 1978, volunteered to serve in VISTA Program of 

united States Federal Government. 
, 

(e) August - October, 1978, engaged in VISTA service in 

Phoenix, Ari?ona in cO:rnrrtunity outreach services. 

(£) November, 1~7~ - September, 1979, involved in VISTA 

s~ce in Charlotte, l:rorth Carolina, working With ex-convicts 

in job cbunsel1ing, piacement counselling., co.rnr:nuni ty relations 

and family organizations. 

(g) December, 1979 - June, 1980, involved in VISTA services 

in RaJ.eigh, ~rth Carolina, with Offender Aid Restoration Program, 

plapn$J.1g and executing job ,fait and job training program for 

female inmat~s and ex-offenders. 
i 

(h) J\JIi.e 10, 1980, voluntarily terminated VISTA and Volunteered 

services with Wake County District Attorney's office. His offer of 
I 

VOlunteer setvice was accepted and he serVed in this capacity until 

August 15, 1980, receiving nominal compensation. 

(;i) AUgust 15, 1980, was hi,red as clerk/receptionist in the 

Wake COunty pi$trict Attorney I s office and now serves in that 

capacity. JOhn T. Mprrisey has also pE'xforrrted the dUties of 
i 

inyestigator~a1 assistant to the Wake County District Attorney. 
, , 
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12.' ,Petitioner has' adhered to ever':! term of; tn$ .cpurt.' s Ot4~r of. 

J1JIle 7, 1977, and to the Northcarol~a State Bar's Ora.ef of ,Jqly ,15" 

1977. 

13. Special Superior Court Judge 'Conald L. Srn.:lth, the presiding 

judge who sente;mced John T. Morrisey on June 6, '1~77,' and :E@ld61wh J. 

Riley, District Attorney for the 10th Prosecutorial District., who 

prosecuted John T. ~brr:i.-sey, are uniquely ~lifi$d to j1,:l~get;l:'+e ,:: 

culpability of ~eti tioner' s embezzlement offense. BOth Judge Srn:tth and 

l-1r~ Riley are also specially ·qualified to jud,ge Morriseyts 'present.rreral 

qualifications through observation of Morrisey's conduct and socia;t 

interaction as an employee in the DiElt.rict Attorney' 'soffide. t:-1'e.l:t:.her 

Judge Smith nor Mr. Riley expressed any reservatiol1.~ in rec;~nding 

Mr • Morrisey , s reinstatement. These Wi messes fU[ly appreciated the 

necessity of protecting the public's interests. 

14. John T. Morrisey has been open and candid about h;1's 6f~~se., 

to .his former employer, those investigating his offense, i;he Court, 

the public and to this Committee. 

15. John T. Monisey accepted full reSFOn~ibili ty fot all ft'lhds 

~accounted for to the North carolina AssbciatiOriof Cotirit~t Comnissioners' 

even though same of the funds we;re expended on behalf of the Association. 

16. 'nlere is little ,likelihOod thai;:. Peti tion,er, if~ein8tqtt;:d, 

would comroi t any other .serious offense. ' 

17. UpOn successful conlplet;i,on of both undergraduat.e and law 8911001 ' 

programs 'at the University .of North carolinQ. at cna~l Hill, JoOO T. 

Morrisey passed 1:46 !.:rorth, CC;trolina State Bar examiriatibn,Was dt;tly, 

licensed. Petitioner exhibited croinpetence through I'Cla.11Y year~ of 

experience in representing municipal or local g6V$~ts or an 

association of same. 
. . 

18. John T. M:)rrisey has the requisite campetencyand;learmgin 

the law to be licensed as qn attorney in this State, as ev:i.-denced' by 

the, witnesses questioneo. by the CorrmissioI"...- canald L,' sIDith, Special 

Superior Court Judge, J. Randolph RileY, District' Attorney· of, the Tenth 

l?rosecutorial District, and T. L. cd.am Attorney of Char]'ott.e, ~ortli . 
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Carolina are of the:9pmion that John T. Morrisey has the requisite 

cOrtlpetency and lea.:t.hing in the law at this time to be licensed as an 

attorney in this S~te. Further, these witnesses expressed complete 

trust and cohfidenc~ in the judgment and .abilities of John T. Morrise:: 

in legal matters ano. would have no hesitation retaining him as an 

attorney. 

19. John T. ~brrisey has derbonstrated humility, honesty and openness 

by freely admitting that he was formerly an attorney who made a mistake, 

cormd.tted a criminaiL offense, was convicted of embezzlement, was disbarred, , . 

and has been volunteering and performing his services as an effort to 
I 

make restitution to society for his offense above and beyond the nonetary 

restit'l,1tion, active sentence, probation and disbannent. As his own 

Witness at the hearing, John T. Morrisey exhibited an attttude of 

admission of guilt, humility and a continued desire to ,rehabilitate 
i 

himself, make complete restitution in every possible way, and to return 

to . the practice of ;Law if at all possible. His attitude and demeanor 

reflected what his ~cttanssince the offense have demonstrated: 

complete remorse, h~litY7 .and a ·sincere and diligent ·effort to make 

amends for his off~se and to rebuild the ¢haracter arid reputation he 

enjoyed prior to 1977. 

CONCIlJSIONS OF UWi 

1. Based upori the evidence presented by these witnesses who were 

ttrliquely qualified to judge John T. M::>rrisey' s present· noral fitness as 
• I • 

bala,nced against Mr ~Morris~y' 's culpability for the offense for which 

he was disbarred, Petitio~er has successfully rebutted the presumption 

of unfl tness raised: by the seriousn~ss. of the offense for which he was 

disbarred. 

2. AI-though John T. l10rriseywas a mature ex,perienced individual 

at the time of his offense, he has fully accepted responsibility for 

his wrongdoing and tedirected his ehergies to eXhibit his reform. 

3. John T. Morrisey has occupied himself primarily in volunteer 

work and other ~l¢ynient of s~te to the public since his disbarment. 

His conduct, highly visible to defense lawyers and the general public 

.'.~ 
"'. 
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who have dealings with the office of the Distric::t Attorne,y, haS beep 

exemplary. 

4. Only four and a half year~ has elapsed since John T.M:>rri$ey'$ 

conviction of the serious of tense of embezzlement. Howeyer; Petitioner 

has been able to exhibit reform during this period of time. .To deny 
. . . { 

his reinstatement for the sole reason that not enough time has passed. 

since disbanuent would discourage future disbarrec1 attorneys fJ:'om 

similar efforts to achieve reformation. 

5. John T. MJrrisey I s present corrpetence' 9nd lea:ring in;: the. law 

is evidenced by his eduqation qualifications., adinissj,on to practice J,aw 
, , ,'J 

an<;l by his IlE.l1y years of exhibited carnpe:tence in the. area of mm:i.oipal 

and local government representatiqn. . Petitioner has derroIistrated by 

cleCG:' 1 strong and convincing evidence, that he has ther~ed nriral 

qualifications, cqnpetency and leru:ning in law ana. th9.t. the . r~sutnpt£i0n 

of the practice of la.w within the State py the reti1:4:on~.wil.l.be 

nei ther detrirrental to the :i,htegri ty and stqndiilg ot the Bar or the. 

adminis~ation of justice nor subvers~ve of the public interest. 

Now, ~RE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that : 

A. The liceIJse to practice law of Joh1;1T. MJrrisey be ~$instated 

forthwith; 

B. The Secretary is hereby directed to d$live~ to yohn T-. ~:t;risey 

the Ceri;ificate of License now in possession of the Secr:etcgu:y ; and 
" 

·C. The Secretary i$ he.reby directeq to forward a COpy qr thls 

Order to the Suprerre Court: 6f North Carblina; the North carolina. COprt 

of Appeals I the Clerk Of SuperiQr Court of Wake CoUn,tyan~laP~toi;:.h¢~ 

coqrb;; previously notified of John T. MJrrisey's disp~t. 

D. John T. Morrisey l;le taxed with the c;:osts of thiS; prOO,eedihg 

as certified by the Se9~etary. 

By Order of this Council of the' North Carolina State ~. this 

16th day of April, 1982. 

ohn WisPait :Can.tp~.l f.' . $$ident 
. e Nqrth .~olina state· Bar . 

i , 

4(.1 
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I, 13. E. j~s, Secretary .... Treasurer of the North carolina State 

Bar do hereby ce~fy that the above order of Reinstate:rrent was dUly 

adopted by the Co;uncil of the North Carolina State Bar at its meeting 

on April 16, 19821, 

Given over It'\Y hand and seal of the North Carolina State Bar this 

t;he 16th day of .April, 1982. 

B. E. James 
Secretary-Treasurer 
The North Carolina State Bar 

---,~~-~--.-"-, .. --- - .. -~-- ---- ---"-"---


