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THE NORTH CAROLIN~ STATE BAR 
105 Fayetteville Street 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 

January 9, 1979 

Mr. Grady B. Stott 
Pr.esident, The North Carolina State Bar 
Post Office Box 25850 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 

Re: Application of W. Arnold Smith for 
reinstatement of his law license 
following its suspension. 

OearMr. Stott: 

This is the r~port of the Special CoinInitt~e You appoi,nted. 
to study the above matter pursuant to a Ites.oltiti.on a;dopted, 'by :t;~e 
Council of the State Bar on October 19, 1978. 

The Commit.tee met, with all members a,ttending, at il:30 
a.in. on J~nuary 2, 19'19,. ip. Suite 2'3.00. of the WachoviaBu~l'd,inqin 
Winston-Salem. Mr. Smith was also present. 

The Committee had available, the f,ollowingwritil)'<g:s': 

1. A file prepared by the State Bar from 
its records 'concerning Mr. Smith, ,a cC?Py 
of which was provided to Mr. Smith; 

2. The Qriginal tJ:'a·nscript of a hearing 
before the Dis¢iplinary Hearing Commissj;on 
pn June 24, 19'77 concerning two charges by 
the State Bar against Mr. Smith, the$e be';'" 
ing identified by the Commission a$ 77 OHC 
4 and 77 OHC 8; 

3. The Affidavit of Crawford Williams, sU~
mi tted by Mr. ,Smith; 

4. The Affidavit of Robert J. Cook,subm.i;.tted 
by Mr. Smith; and 

5. The Affidavit of Hubert Owen, submitted 
by Mr. Smith. 
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II 
Mr. Smith oral~y presented his views to the Committee 

ahd answered numerous questions directed to him. 

, TheConunittee has considered itself to be acting under 
Rule IX, Secti.on 2S (A) (4) of. the Rules and Regulations of the 
State Bar .for the purpos~ of making such inquiry into this matter 
as the Council deems nec¢ssary. Conditions applying to Mr. Smith 
are contained in Rule IX!, Section 24 (A) (1.), which states that no 
member of the State Bar suspended may resume practice until rein
stated by the order of the Council, and Rule IX,. Section 24, which 
in part requires a suspe~ded att9rney to give notice of his suspen
s'ion to 'his clients and, certain other persons .• 

11 

As a result of the hearing on ~une 24, 1977, the Commis-
sion made findings fq.'Vorahle to Mr. Snii th in 77 DHC 8 but found _ 
against him in 77 DRC 4 ~nd imposed discipline. The terIns of the 
discipline were to sus:pe'~d Mr. Arnold from the practice of law for ~ 
the period of one year, l;>egiI'ming on August 1, 1977, and to tax him 
with the costs in 77 DHCI4. It was ordered that Mr. Smith might 
apply for reinstatement six months after the date of the suspension 
of his license. Mr. Coley, counsel for the State Bar, advises that 
Mr. Arnold has paid the costs in question, and it is clear the per-
iod of the suspension. of,his law ,license has expired. 

Mr. Smith toid:the Committee that he has fulfilled all 
of the requirements set forth in Rule IX, Section 24; that, although 
he has a histoU of alC9holi$~, he ha,s 'not indulged in alcohol since 
Jun~ 13, 1976; t~at ~oth~ng has occurred since August 1, 1977 which 
re·flects adversely oh his eharacter or his ability to practice law; 
and that there are no co~plaints against him now pending with the 
S·ta te Bar. f 

Prior to the m~eting, Mr. Coley confirmed there were no 
complaints pending against Mr •. Smith, and advised that the State Bar 
has no evidence of developments since August 1, 1977 which reflect 
adver'sely ort Mr. Snii th 's character or his ability to practice law. 
The file prepared by the ,State Bar contains Mr. Smith's Affidavit 
dated August 10, 1977, th,at he has complied with Rule 24. 

There .are several negative factors appearing. in Mr. Smith's 
history: the matter of his alcohoiism, now apparently under control; 
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a sub$tantial assessment mad~ against him several y~a~$ ago by th~ 
Internal Revenue Service with respect to j;ncome taxeS?; and the 
testimony at the hearing on June, 24 i 1977 ofs~veral ~ernbe;t+s, qf, 
the Raleigh Ba~, who expressed adverse opinions concerni.ngMr,. 
Smith's J;:'eputation as a lawyer. Howeve,r, each 0f these factors 
existed when discipline was imposed on him on July 31'1 1977 ~ 
Moreover, as noted above, Mr. Smith·has complied with the-q,erms of 
that discipline.' . 

Accordingly, the Committee finds no s'uffic'ient reas.on' for 
further disciplinary proceedings against Mr. Smith, and is.of ,opi-' 
nion tliat his law license must be reinstated. .,' 

',JOHN H. BINGHAM' i_ . .. . 

SAMUELGR~MES . '.., 

Enclosures: 

Affidavits by Crawford Williams, 
Robert J. Cooke, and Hubert Owen 
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tltbe J!ortb (tCar~Iina ~tatt TSar 
NORTH CAROL! NA 

WAKE COUNTY 

IN THE MArTER OF 
w. ARNOLD SMITH, PETITIONER 

----- --------------

RESOLUTION OF REINSTATEMENT OF 
CERTIFICATE OF LICENSE TO PRACTICE LAW 

The following Resolution was adopted by the Council of The North 

Carolina State Bar at its meeting on January 12., 1979. 

IN THE MATTER OF W. ARNOLD SMITH, Petitioner, R~leigh, Wake County, 

North Carolina: 

It appearing to the Council of the·North Carolina State Bar that 

a report of the Special Committee of the Council appointed to make inquiry 

into the application and. Petition for Reinstatement of W. Arnold Smith was 

considered and discussed 'by the Council at its quarterly meeting held on 
I 

January 12, 1979. The m~mbers of the Special Committee inquired into the 

record and transcr'ipt ,of the tri a lhe 1 d before a tria] committee of the 

Disciplinary Hearing Commission of The North Caro'lina State Bar, interviewed 

the Petitioner personally and inquired of the Office of Counsel of the State 
, ' 

Bar as to matters and things concerning the record of the Petitioner, and 

as a result thereof filed i its report recommending that the license of W. Arnold 

Smith t.o practice law in the State of North ,Carolina be restored to him. 

, It appearing tQ:the·~ouncil of The North Carolina State Bar that 

W. Arnold Smith~ was suspended f.rom t,he practice of law by Order of the 

Disciplinary Hearing Commission of The North Carolina State Bar on July 31, 

1977. 

And it further ~ppearing to the Council that on August 3, 1978, 

W. Arnold Smith filed with the office of The. North Carolina State Bar a 

I 

I 

Petition for the Reinstatement of his certifiCate to practice law in North I 
Carol ina; 

And the Council finds from·the Petition and based upon the report 

of the Special Conmittee t/lat W. Arnold Smith has complied with all the 
• I 

. - --------
condi ti ons set forth i n th~ Order of Sus pens i on i'ssued by tn;;---~·"~·--.~::.:L~_:~;::;~' 

Hea.ring Commiss'ion of The North Carolina State Bar; and that durtng. the 
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period of said suspension, W. Arno,ld Sm.ith has'demonstra,teo that he has the" . 

moral q~a'lifications, competency and learning in law required' for'admission . . ' , 

~ to practice law in this State, and that the resumption· of the practiqe of 

I 

I 

------
law within the State by the Petitioner will neither be detrimental to the' 

integrity and standing of The North Carolina State Bar or the 'admi'ntstrati'on 

Of justice nor subversive to the public interest. 

NOW., THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that W'. Arnold' Sml thheretofore . 

suspended by the Disciplinary Hearing Commission Of The, North Carolina Stat~ . 

Bar be reinstated as an attorney a.t law with the rights and priviTeges to 

practice law in North Carolina. 

The Secretary is hereby directed to restore 'and deliver to the 

Petitioner the certificate of license now in the possession of the Secretary. 

The Secretary is further directed to forward a copy of thiS 

Resolution to the Supreme Court ·of North.Carolina, the Court Of Appeais Or 
North Carolina, and the Clerk of Superior Court of Wake County. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Petitioner is taxed with the cost' 

of this proceeding as certified by the Secretary. 

By Order of the Council this 12th day of January, 1979. 

I,B. E. J~es, Secretary-Treasu,rer of ~he Nort~ Carolina State Bar hereby' 

certify that the above Resolution of Re;i.nsta,tement of Certif.ica1;:e of Licran~e to 

Practice Law was duly adopted by the Council of 'J;lte North Caro1~na State Bar ~t :lts 

meeting on January 12, 1979. 

Given over my hand and seal of The North Carolina State Bar, 

O~.<' 1979. 

..... -~ 
this the J::/ 7' ""'"da.y 
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B. • 'Jam , Secretary ... Treasurer. 
The No~t1i Carolina State B'ar .. ' 


