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THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR,

Plaintiff, FINDINGS OF FACT
vs. cowcwsxémg OF LAW
WILLIAM T. COMBS, JR.,
Attorney,

et et et St et S e S N

Défendant

This cause coming on to be heard and'being heard before the under-
signed hearing committee of the Disciplinary Hearing Commission of The North
Carolina State Bar at a regularly scheduled hearing held on January 5, 1979,
in the office of The‘North Carolina State Bar, 107 Fayetteville Street Mall,

Raleigh, North Carolfna, and said hearing committee having heard the evidence

and arguments and coﬁten'tions of counsel, make the following findings of fact:l

1. The p1dintiff, The North Carolina State Bar, is a body duly
organized under the Iaws of North Carolina, and is the proper party to bring
this proceeding undef the authority granted it in Chapter 84 of the General
Statutes of North Cafo]ina.

2. The defendant, William T. Combs, Jr., is a citizen and resident
of Rockingham County, North Carolina and was admitted to The North Carolina
State Bar in i9517and;is, and was at all times relevant to this proceeding,
an attorney at Taw Tiﬁensed to practice law in the State of North Carolina
and was and is subject to the Rules, Regulations, Canons of Ethics and Code
of Professional ReSpohsibi]ity of The North Carolina State Bar and the laws

of the State of North' Carolina.

3. J. W. Gilbert, father of Janice G. Shreve, paid $4,500.00 in l

July, 1976 and $10,500.00 in September, 1976, to William T. Combs, Jr. for
the purchase of six acres of real property. On October 21, 1976, William T.

Combs, Jr. conveyed 35 acres, including the six acres previously purchased

T aa e PR Y A 245, dth il R VPP, Sy [y A i Lo ety e, e - Bt Dot )




i

Rllasiiada il T T T A N S s LT W g S R =

deed from Anthony R. Combs to Janice G. Shreve for‘thé,six acres brevidusly‘

represented in June, 1976, to the Shreves that‘theAprope¥ty'was frée‘aﬁd

.attorney and the parties relied on William T. Combs, Jr.'s. Statemeht$°to

for them.

. was discovered when Janice G. Shreve retained an attorney to examine the
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by J. W. Gilbert for Janice G. Shreve, to his son, Anthony R. Cbﬁbs. ih

January, 1977, William T. Combs, Jr. delivered tb Janice‘G; Shreve‘a wafkahty |

purchased.

. 4,. A1l negotiations for the sale of the prcperty“had beénlbetWEen |

Janice G. Shreve, Tony W. Shreve and William T. Coﬁbs,'Jr{; who had

clear of encumbrances. A1l negotiations for the sale of the property were
handled as if William T. Combs, Jr; were theAOWner of the propérty,‘and only ;
upon receipt of the deed in January, 1977, did the Shréves detefmine that
Anthony Combs had any interest in the property. At no time duiing the
négotiations for the sale of the property did William T; Combs,‘Jf. inform
the Shreves of any encumbrances against thé property. S

5. William T. Combs, Jr. had previously served as attorney for

the Gilbert family and was consideredAby the Shreves to also be their
their financial détriment that he would provide good titfeito~%he‘proper£y“

6. Construbtion on a residence for ‘the Shreves on the six acres.
was interrupted in March, 1977; when Janice G. Shreve~determined that the
property was gncumbered.

7. During the summer of 1977, the extent of thé encumbrances

title of the property. It was determined that the six acrESVWere subject
to a Deed of Trust executed by William T. Combs, Jr. té North&Caro]Tné
National Bank in the face amount of $250,000.00, arbeéd of~Trust,éxecuted
by William T. Combs, Jr. to Southérn National Bank in the'ﬁace.amount of .
$48,669.12, and a United States Internal Revenue Service 1fen ‘in the face
amount of $73,821.79, all of which were duly recorded prior to June, 1976.
8. The Shreves have been unable to-continue construction on-
their home because a loan is not available from any lending 1n§¢itution-
while the property purchased from William T. Combs, dJr. is.engumbefedﬁ
Having been made aware of this situation by the Shrévésaand their~att§rney,“
William T. Combs, Jr. has failed to provide title‘to‘theyproperty:free‘and ‘

clear of all encumbrances.
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hereby makes the following CONCLUSIONS OF LAW:

_ encumbrances, and that such acts involved professional conduct prejudicial
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- 9. W1"lh'am T. Combs, Jr. had not made any refund of the money
paid him by J. W. Gijlbert and has displayed by his actions and attitude
toward the parties a complete disregard for the attorney-client relationship

and has taken advantage of that relationship for his own financial gain at

the expense of his d]ients, the Shreves.

10. William T. Combs, Jr. has failed to appear at the hearing '
and has failed to fﬁe Answer in this matter or to offer any evidence in
his behalf. |

Based upon the foregoing findings of fact, the Hearing Committee

1. The deffendant, a duly licensed attorney in the State of North
Carolina subject to the Code of Professional Responsibility and of the Taws
of the State of North Carolina made false representations in negotiating for
the sale of property and fraudulently prepared and delivered a warranty deed

for the property when he knew the property was not free and clear of all

to the administration of justice and professional conduct that adversely

reflects upon his fitness to practice law, all in violation of Disciplinary l
Rules 1-102(A)(4) and (6) of the Code of Professional Responsibility of
The North Carolina State Bar.

This l?v? day of \?qhuobua&,. s 1979.

Warien C. Stac!g,"cﬁairman

i ey

‘ W." CoTon Byrd,%
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THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR,
Plaintiff o
ENTRY OF DEFAULT

 WILLIAM T. COMBS, JR., Attorney,

)

)

)

, )

VS. )
)

g

Defendant )

WHEREAS, it has been made to appear to the undersignéd_Héaring
Committee of the Disciplinary Hearing Commission of The NOrthAcaroiina.State‘
Bar that: . | 4 ' -

1. The North Carolina State Bar filed the‘CdmplaintAin'fhfs
action on September 25, 1978; - | )

2.  The Summons and Notice and Comp1a1nt were served on the |
defendant on October 2, 1978 by a Deputy Sheriff of Rock1ngham County by
reading the.Summons and Notice to defendant and 1eav1ng two copies of
Summons and Notice and Complaint with defendant; | | |

3. More than twenty days have elapsed since serVice‘df‘Comp1aint
and the defendant has failed to file Answer adm1tt1ng, deny1ng or exp1a1n1ng
the Complaint, or asserting grounds for failing to do s03

4. The defendant has failed to make any appearance inrﬁhis actfon;
and |

WHEREAS, the defendant is neither an infantrnor'incompetént,>and

WHEREAS, this Hearing Committee has personal jufisdfction‘OVér
defendant under the provisions of Chapter 84 of the General Statutes of
Morth Carolina and Article IX of the Rules and Regulations‘of,TheaNorth‘
Carolina State Bar, and _ | |

WHEREAS, The North Carolina State~B§r having fiied‘a-tfmely~motion
for default; . ' '




NOW, THEREFORE, default is hereby entered against WILLIAM T.
COMBS, JR., the defendant in this action, as provided by Section 14(6),
Article IX of the Rulés and Regulations of The North Carolina State Bar.
’ ' @
This the [ 2 > ‘day of January, 1979.
%«4«/ <. %‘é
Warren C. Stack, Chairman
@ M. 4 MLW
J. \Mac Boxley
W. Colon Byrdy
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THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR,
Plaintiff
VS.

WILLIAM T. COMBS, JR.,

Defendant

Based upon the foregoiné Findings of Fact and‘Cohctusiohs»qf'Law
and pursuant to Section 9 of Article IX, Discipline and Disbarment of “'7
Attorneys, the undersigned Hearing Committee of the<DTs§ip1inary.HearTng
Commission hereby issues the fd]]owing Order. -

* IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the defendant; William T. Combs, Jr.,

‘be suspended from the practice of law in the State of North Carclina for

a period of three years. 7 )
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that William T. Combs, Jr.'bextaxed‘wiﬁh

the costs of this hearing.

® . g
This /7 ¥ _____ day of January, 1979.

l4°‘

Wt A P kR N =
warren C. Stack, Chairman-
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J,&ﬁac Boxley 1




